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,K engaged in the preparation of an article 
cantile life of John Hancock, my attcntio 
I to a volume of manuscript of possible u 

of study. ^ V<^- W Avr.^' t^^ ^^ ft->j:. - ^^' 

)sity led me to a thorough exammation, requ 
/ceks of the most studious labor, the resul 
vas first given to the public through the colui 
Boston Tramcript The interest manifested 
t to induce me to issue this volume in ho 
night create a demand for a life of John H 
ich may be given the public by other hands, 
sics aiding in the preparation of this volui 
1 received from John Ward Dean, A.M., lib 
le New England Historic Genealogical i 
Tiuel Arthur Bent, clerk and treasurer of t 
Society ; Mr. Harrison Gray Otis ; the hist 
es of the towns of Concord, Lexington, a 
nd from Allen Coffin, Esq., of Nantuck 
Porter of Boston, Mrs. William Wales 
Mrs. Lydia Taft of Boston,- owner of t 
Thomas Hancock and w^^^ ' 
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We are thankful that the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts has so far repaired this neglect and paid her 
debt of o;ratit ude as to erect the monument now to be 
seen at the tomb of her first governor in the Old Gran- 
ary Burying-Ground, Boston ; and it is hoped that some 
pen is now at work upon an adequate history of John 
Hancock which the public will welcome before many 
years. 

^ It is not the purpose of this volume to supply the loilg- 
felt want, except in so far as the letters of the man may 
afford slight glimpses of it Ruskin has said that "the 
true biography of a nation is written in the book of its 
deeds, the book of its art, and the book of its words." 
Jt is, to the book of the deeds and words of John Han- 
cock that I .wish to direct my readers. 
AAI There' is no better way in which to reach the real 
sentiments of a man than through his private corre- 
si)ondence. Speeches are for the public, and often are 
more truly the voice of the people than of the speaker ; 
but in letters to trusted friends the man records his real 
self. It is my purpose to allow the letters of John Han- 
cock to speak for him, introducing only such familiar 
facts of history as are needful to make clear the long- 
hidden utterances of the man. These letters cover that^ 
l>eriod of our history which Rufus Choate said was the 
most significant, but most neglected decade, — that from 
the revenue acts to open hostilities^ But before brush- 
ing away the dust of a full century from this worm-eaten 
volume of manuscript, let me pause to introduce my 
friend to the rising generation. I say "my friend " be- 
cause I rate in my circle of friends all whose labors have 
conspired to give to me this glorious heritage of freedom. 

^4e was the third in as many generations of the fam- 

t . . • • 
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ily to bear the name, John Hancock, in the history of 
the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. The first, his grand- 
father, was Rev. John Hancock, pastor at Lexington for 
many years. He was often called Itishop Hancock be- 
' cause of his wide field of great usefulness. His resi- 
lience, the old parsonage, is now eagerly visited at 
Lx;.\ington by tourists, who seek for the place of enter- 
tainment of the intriot John Hancock on the eventful 
night of April 18, 
1775, The second 
generation was Rev. 
John Hancock of 
Braintree (Qiiincy) ; 
he was pastor there 
from 1726 till his 
diiath in 1744. He," 
as pastor and parent, 
placed the outward 
seal of baptism upon 
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years was kept in touch with his mother, his brother 
Ebcnezer, and his sister Mary ; but he was the lad who 
most cheered the hearts of the merchant and his com- 
panion, who was the daughter of a like noted merchant 
of the town of Boston. 

Dressed in the best that the town afforded for boys 
of his age, John Hancock was tenderly guarded by his : 

uncle and aunt. He ;. 
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was early found in 
the Latin School 
during the sessions, 
and was taken in 
the Hancock chariot 
to Lexington for the 
benefits of country 
air during the vaca- 
tions. When rest- 
less at that parson- 
age he was driven to 
the Itedford parson- 
age, but a few miles 
away, where he was 
the envied of his 
little cousins, who 
made merry the 
hours of his visit. This attractive boy was given the 
best that the parsonage afforded, and was allowed to 
dip his quill in his uncle's ^^ inkstand dish** while dis- 
playing his youthful ability in penmanship. 

The best candlestick was used in his honor, and all 
attention given the boy, as a representative of Thomas * 

* Thomas Bnwes, nephew ami namesake o( Thomas llancoclc, cousin 
of John, diet! in youlh at Bedford. 
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MRS. JOHN HANCOCK. GRANDMOTHER 
OF THE PATRIOT. 

(Elizabeth, daughter of Rev. Thomat and Maiy 
Clark of Chelmsford.) 
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Hancock, whose wealth and influence were often help- 
fully displayed at this minister's home in a new and 
struggling settlement. ** One of the Bedford minister's 
children was Lucy, the. namesake of her mother, — 
Lucy, daughter of Rev. John 
Hancock of Lexington, This 
daughter of Rev. Nicholas 
Bowes and Lucy Hancock 
was often found taking steps 
for her grandparents at Lex-" 
ington, and with young John 
from Boston romped hand in 
hand over the hills of Lex- 
ington, peered with curious 
eyes into the old belfry, or 
made mud pics at its rude 
base. Yes, my reader, John 

Hancock was a boy, and had wants like other boys 
of his time. No one can doubt that they were all sup- 
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elegant dress, courteous manner, and prospective for- 
tune made him the envied of the best circles of the 
seaport, but this did not turn his well-poised head, 
and he entered his uncle's business house in the po- 
sition of clerk. Manifesting a deep interest in the 
business, he was intrusted with its affairs, and in 1760 
was sent abroad to represent the house in London. He 
took the trip under the patronage of Mr. Thomas 
Pownall, who had been governor of the province, and, 
as a friend of Thomas Hancock, had been a frequent 
guest at his home, and manifested much interest in the 
young man of the household. John Hancock's visit 
chanced to be at the time of the death of George H. 
and of the coronation of George HI., pageants not un- 
congenial to the taste of the young man. It is recorded 
that the Boston merchant was later presented to the 
new king as a representative of one of his Majesty's 
colonics in America, and that King George presented 
the young man with a gold snuff-box. I shall not vouch 
for the truth of this statement ; but custom made such 
articles of daily use in the ordinary exchange of cour- 
tesy. If the king, in the exuberance of his exalted 
position, did lavish this token upon his young American 
subject, he had occasion to regret it in later years ; and 
doubtless John Hancock failed to pass it about with 
pride among his business or social friends, for "rich 
gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind." 

The following letter, "billet," is in the possession 
of Mrs, William Wales of Dorchester, a grandniece of 
Mrs. Dorothy Hancock. It is without date, but must 
have preceded the death of the grandmother, which 
occurred in Febniary, 1760, and is the earliest known 
to exist : 
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Dear Aunt: My Father 1 accompany tliia aAernoon to Lexing- 
ton ill a chaise, if you liave any Comm.-inds there, shall be happy 
in llie execution of them. My Cranditiania ttill be happy to receive 
a Word or two from you as will your Nephew in committing to 
Memory wliat shall proceed from an amiable & beloved aunt, and 
as the original will not be present the proxy must answer as a feeble 
ropreseniative. Respectfully 

J. Hancock. 

Sniurday, 13 o'clock a.m. 

Siifuricribeil " Madam Hancodc." 
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CHAPTER II 



Tlie FAMOUS AUTOCRAPH. 11AN<^X:K WHARF. JOHN WEN- 
DELL A PELLOW-UEKCHANT. THE BOWKS FAMILY AT 
BEDFORD AND BOSTON. 

I On the fly-leaf of his letter-book is read the well- 
known autograph. 




It lacks some of the steadiness and regularity of curve 
of that on the Declaration of Indeiiendence, Yet this 
and others in the letter-book arc more nearly like the 
average signature of the business manj The above is 
in the possessive case; and the volume is in the main 
the record of the business transactions of John Han- 
cock, although the early entries arc those of Thomas 
Hancock. They introduce the reader to the business 
rliouse when John Hancock \yas one of a large number 



/no 

Wot 



who did the clerical work of this famous 



loi young men 

^ouse. 

? Hancock was a general importer, but his exports were 
necessarily confined to the products of the whale fish- 
eries. 'The wholesale department of the business was 
conducted at the warehouses on Hancock's wharf, which 
formerly opened into Fish, now North Street. I^cwis 
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M '' 
Wliarf represents it in [xirt. llaiicock was the owner 
of, ur had a large interest in, several retail stitrcs ; and 
tlie variety of guods 011 sale placed him at thu head of 
the business interests of the IVovinccy 

We are at first introduced, under date of Oet. 14,'X 
1762, to Matthew Woodford, Esq., apparently an agent \-^ 
with whom Thomas Hancock has treated in regard to / 
Ntipplics furnished a garrison stationed at Annapoli^ 
and Chignccto, Nova Scotia. ''•^John Wendell is asso- ^ 
cialcd with him. Wendell was another Itoston mer- 
chant of the time. He was a neighbor of Thomas 
Hancock, living on the corner of Court and Tremont 
.Streets (says Drake), ^ 

On Oct. 17, 1762, we have a glimpse into the Han- 
cuck mansion on Itcacon Hill, where the young man, 
John Hancock, just home from his sojourn abroad, is a 
must iin[>ortant member of his uncle's family. 
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example was well followed in this particular by his 

nephew. 

The next group of letters affords some intimation of 

the commercial relations of Boston merchants during 

the last French war, and of the difficulty in adjusting 

accounts. 

Boston, Kovimr jth, i ^ftj. 

Cent" : I Reed >'oar favour of July 31", observe Mr, Atkins's 
Bill on Ttailbrd & Elms is Refused & Noled ; however am of 
Opinion it will be paid, as Newfoundland is happily fallen again 
into our Hands. As I have no Power of Attorney from Kilby, 
Barnard & Parker, to whom Mr. Laugliton was Indebted, so could 
have no Demand in Law, therefore have Deliver'd that acco" 10 
Mr. Parker, your Partner, my I'ower is from Kilby & Barnard 
only. 

In Regard to Sewall & Lewis, 1 have good Security, but as 1 
wrote, they can't pay yet, & it would not be prudent to sue, as it 
must break' them up as things are at prestenL 

The Tea is Arriv'd. I hope to hear from you soon and am 
~Cent«,"~"^ Your most Obed't HumWe Serv>- 

P.S. Inclosed is a Certificate from the Custom House of landing 
the Tea, by Loring. 

Me5s>^Jon*^ Barnard & Co.' 

Boston, ;\'firw 30A, 1761. 
Gent" : 1 herewith Inclose Invoice for sundry Goods, which I 
Desire you to Ship on my Acco" by the first good Opportunity, in 
the Spring & Insure them. You will take particular Care, that the 
Goods are ncll Chosen, Pack'd & Charg'd at the lowest Prizes. 

Inclosed you have also William Thomas's Rills on Mr. William 
Bivall Dartmouth ^£175. & Thomas Williams's Uills on John Hura- 
frey, Esqr. for £20, When paid Credit my account. 
1 am with Great Esteem 

Gent", 
Your most Obed't HumH' Serv"- 
P.S. Hope soon to hear the Fate of my Bill Transmitted by the 
Mas! Fleet. 

Capt. Atkins's Bill for-j£688 fo &/ sterl'g. notwithstanding. 1 
wrote to send it back protested, if this Comes in Time protest it, 






BOSTON MEkCHANTS 1 1 

take lo p. ct. Damages & latereit til) paid. 1 hear, & there wiD 
be no Doubt of its being paid, if not done already. 
JONA. Barnakd & Ca 

BosrON, Dtftmr id, i;63. 

Gent": Since the foregoing 1 Reed Via Halifax your favour 
of 31" Aug" with the I*apers, referring lo Mr. Cummings which I 
shall see Executed, as soon as may be. 1 Desire >-0u to protest hb 
Bill & keep it, that 1 niay Draw the Interest & 10 pr. ct. Damages. 
Ttie Papers shall be forwarded you, as soon as Authenticated. 

Cipl- Rul«rt Stockton, in the Ship Hopewell, is a Transport 
slill in the Service, and if the Dili be not paid, protest it, & beg yoa 
will apply lo the Navy Board. & stop the money, as I don't ever 
Expect (o sec him again, and I know there is or was, when here a 
large sum due fur him of sd ship. I thank your honouring Sword & 
Hell's mil with Hill & Lamars, for the Wine. Hope there will be 
no Peace till the Parliament Setts. 

I am Gent*, 

Yocr most Ooedt Huml* Serv*- 

P.S. I sent you all the Pott ash I had made. If it will answer, 
1 shall go into the manufacture. K 

Jon*. Barnakd & Co. 

BosrOH, Dteem'li, 176s. 
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Bono.s 2^ Dreimr 176s. 
Gent" : Since 1 put my Lctlera into tliis Sliips Uag, I have 
Drawn tlie Inclosed Bill. Say, Wendd) & Hancock on William 
BelhEsq. in Amsterdam value ^i 10, sterg. Wlien paid Credit my 
acco"- therefore; please to Toruard Hie Inclos'd Letter to him. 
I am n-ilh Respect, Gent" 

Your most Obed' Servt 
To Messhs. Jona. Barnard & Co. 



ir'^^d^ms.' 



■.;»»!?i. 




HANCOCK UAN510H, BOSTON. 



Boston, Dfcrai' xi iy6». 
Sir : Wc have wrote you scvcrall Lcllers in Ihe Course of ihe 
Summer, some of which we are certain aniv'd safe. We Ihen In- 
clos'd you all the necessary P.ipers &c., relative to the ship William , 
G.illey, and are not a little surpris'd that we have not heard from 
you, owning Ihe Receipt of Wendell's affidavit etc., but hope we 
shall soon. We have Taken all proper measures for your Interest, 
in consequence of which several necessary charges have arisen, in 
]iart of which we have this Day drawn a Sett of Bills on you, in 
favour uf Messrs. Jon*- Barnard & Co., Merchants in London for 
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y% 



£ia, Sierling, which you wilt please to honour. Acconlt of which 
i.\\A\\ be Tnuismiited j-ou hereafter. 

We are Sir, 
Your most Hun)<>ic Serv•>^ 

John Wenrelu 
Thomas Hancock. 
Tn William Uf.th Esq. in Amsterdam. 

ItosTOM, Pcttmr i8A i;«] 

Gf.nt": 1 have not yet Rcc'd the Coods 1 wrote you for, hope 
Wwy will soon arrive. This is chiefly to cover you the In- 
cliis'tl ]x^l1l■T from Mr. Will" Itowcs,' who in a Nephew of mine 
& who has some time Dealt in liardware & inclined to corre- 
s|ion<l with your house. He now writes yuu for some Goods. 
^'l>u are safe in Dealing with him. & I am to Desire you will 
supply liim & for what he now writes I will see you jxiid. 
I am Gent" 
Your most 01>cil> Ilum^ Scrvt 

Messrs. Dr\-onsjiihe & Kf.eves. 



' William Howes alnvc mcnlitHicil wns ihe clilcsl win ol RcT. Kkbolu 

in and liiii wile, Lucy Hancock, of JkiKoM. lie wai Imtn Dm. 3, 

1734, nnil Ikiplizi'il lour cliiys btcr \>y his [;rnnill.ilhi'r. Rev. John Hnncock 
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CHAPTER III 



JOHN HANCOCK ENTERS THE FtKU. GARRISON SUPPLIES. 
DEATH OP JOHN WENDELL. SIR PETER AND LADV WAR- 
REN. TORY ROW. 

F 

' In the following letters we have the first announce- 
ment of the co-partnership of Thomas and John Han- 
cock. V 







ds.1i^Lr'£^tS)k(,t , 



, — Boston, yanitary 1st, 1763. 

I Gknt" : 1 am to ncquainl you, that I have at last Got my affairs 
into such a Sciluation, as that I have ihis Day Taken my Nephew 
Mr. John Hancock, into Partnership with me, haviog had long Ex. 
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jiciience of his Upnglitnvss, St great Abilitiei for DusiDCU, u that 
] cin heartily Recommend him to Your FrieiuUhip & Coneftpon- 
(li'iicc, which wish may be long & tiappy. You will therefore Caiuc 
my private Acco" to be Settled & the Ballsnce that may happen 
on either Side Carried to the Company Accu" and what Goods 1 
liave wrcjtc for, be Charged to Thomas Itancoclc St CompaDy. 
in.iik'd T. I. & H- & Cunsign'd lo Thomas Hancock & Comp* 

You will pk'ose to prutcsi the llill of Cumming's & keep It, that 
we may Draw tl)c Interest, & Damages, the proper Papers will be 
fill warded soon. 

I wish You the Compliments uf the Season, & am with mttch 
Kcspcct, Cent*. 

Your most Obed't Serv't. 

To Mkssws. Jon*. Baknako St Co. J^ 

On Jan. 7 the Hancocks address Matthew Woodford, 
l-s,.:- " 

Mr. Winslow writes me the Provisions shipt to Chignecto ar- 
rived safe there, and is what wilt last him till mid summer & lltat 
(lie Itread (mm Annnpiihs proves much belter than Expected, that 
with ll>i> I Il'I|) uf the French, will find no difficulty in Issuing [t. 1 
;;lad tu hear this. 1 hope also it will Turn out better a 
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The garrisons being supplied by the Hancock firm 
were on the Ilay of Fun<ly ; Annapolis being on the 
western coast of Nova Scotia, and Chignccto was at the 
isthmus between the 
bay and Northnmbcr- 
land Strait. The 
biistnCRs seems n<>t 
to nm very smoothly, 
as may be inferred 
u from a letter to Mat- 
thew Woodford on 
Feb. lo, 1763:' — « 

] li.ivc ju<!i Rcc'd Your 
favour, of %■>*> No*-* last, 
A Duplicate of j'h Sept. 
!>)■ the Pacqutt, and 01>- 
<:prvc Ihcir Conioni*, & 
ktMoarkii ynu have made, 
on tlic Stale of Provis- 

THOM« HANCOCK j^„^ jj (,^^,, ^^^^^„ j,.^ 

(Bi BiKkhu.-,) J ^i^^ii i^j,^ ij^^ mailers 

umlcrconsiilcralion. Send 
AUstracts from your Tj;iter In Mr. nctrisli, and iln everything in ray 
I'oHer to Secure your JiileresI, Itiit llic Mrange Confusion tlie Pro- 
visions were in, & DcatliK of Commissarvs, one after another, made 
tilings so Intricate that 1 niucli fear, wlietlier ever tilings can be made 
Clearer, than what I love done, and you must seltlc with the Gov- 
ernment, in l>cst m.inner yoii cnn, with what I have sent you. the 
often change also of Commandinjj Officers at Annapolis, & Cliig- 
nccto & many dead since. Two killed at Neivfoiindlanrt m.ikes' 
things worse & moie riifficiill Ihan ollicnvisc wnuld linve licen, ns 
for Ileschamps ivc cnn have no Kcdrcss. 1 Drove Ihnl mailer, as 
far as it would bear. We li.ive a very hard Winter & no Comniu- 



I 






I 


>.^£,,^-,^^.--r-ifc— ^ — ^ 





1 Rev, Edwatd G. Poller, i 
lithe l^iovince llnuv. Il.-xlilni 



alion III the files nl pnperi 
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nk.iliun al prcscnl, tvilh Annapolis oi Chlgncclo, all froze up & no 
NjvlS^lion cnn Stir lo or from thence. 

I thank You for pnjini; my Dill, I am now Considerably in Ad- 
vance for I stnl I'rovislons lo Annapolh ic. as jou will have seen 
by Letters 1 have wrolc jou the months past, & more I must Pur- 
i-liasc soon, hut hope (he Peace will make them more Plenly £ 
Chcajicr ; 1 congraluUile You upon it, ani'. think it a good Peace. \ 

1 have l.ikcn my Nephew, Mr. John Hancock into Partnership 
with in^. and you will please in future lo Direct to Thomas Han- 
cocfc Ksijr. & Company. 



\Vc are Sir, 



r most Obcd* Huml"** Seiv* 



f * 



On Feb. 23 they write to Messrs. Jonathan Barnard 
& Co. (or the fol- 
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the same disease that made life a burden to his nephew 
when engrossed with the cares of an extensive business 
as well as the responsibilities of an exi>erimental gov- 
ernment 

Boston, MiMrtk i8th. 1763. 

Sir : This scr\'cs lo acquaint you of the Death of John Wen- 
dell, £sqr your attorney in the affairs of the Ship, William Gal- 
ley. Our last Letters Acquainted you the Particulars of that affair, 
and I am very Sorry to find that there is no Prospect of having Jus- 
tice done to the Concerned in this Country. 

I must Desire that you will be pleased to Impower some other 
Gentleman to Receive the Papers & Settle the Acco»» of Expences, 
which we have been at, and to Carry on the Suit. I am Sorry to 
Siy, that my Health will not permit me to Attend that Business, 
having been Confined these three months with the Gout, & donH 
Expect to be able to attend to very little Business again, if any. 

I am Sir, 

Your most Obed» & most Humble Servt- 

William Beth Esqr. 

Via New York. Bv Davis to Amsterdam. 

On the same date Mr. Thomas Hancock writes the 
following to Lady WaiYen : — 

Madam : The Letters you sent me in Your Last to the Gentle- 
man, Indebted to the Estate of Sir Peter Warren, were Delivered, 
and I am Sorry to Say have had no manner of Effect. I have been 
constantly applying, and have not Rec'd a Farthing from either of 
them since, and I am to Pesire Your Ladyship to Send prof)er 
Powers of Attorney to some Gent" liere to take upon them the Trust 
of Collecting in the Remainder of the Debts due to said Estate, that 
my Health will not permit me to go through that Business. 

I have now been Confined above three months to my House, 
with a Ncr^•ous Disorder & the Gout, that I am not able to Give 
that Attention to Your affairs, which they absolutely Require. I 
beg therefore that Powers may be Sent over immediately to Receive 
of me the Books & Mortgages which remain unpaid, and settle with 
me for the Monev I have Rcc'd & Remitted You ; in the mean time, 
I shall be doing everything in my Power to Secure your Interest. 



I * 'mn p < m. I I n 



•*' I ■■■ I I i m ii i B , n pi i I , „ , ^ , I I Mi. iiip jn. ^ a n i .u i .nn ■ . ! ■■■■ 




S/A' VETER AND LADY WAKREtf 



Mrs. Hancock joins me ir 
Luljshij), nnd I 3ni Madam 



r Rcspectrull Complirots to Vour 

Your Most Obedl Humble Servt. 

I'.S. I have Rec'd. no answer to my Letters, respecting the 
Di'iiuind m-idc on me, for Sir I'cter's Subscripljun (o the Church at 
Ciinljiid^e, uith a Letter from Mr. Inman. 

I^iiv Warren, 

The above postscript has reference to Christ Church, 
tlic first rector of which was Rev, Kast Apthorp, who 
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communication with foreign countries were the clumsy 
sailing-vessel of the time; and several months were re- 
quired to get an order Ailed in England for a few casks 
of common nails or a few domestic supplies, Isuch as are 
ordered for Mrs. Hancock in March, 1763, viz., "One 
dozen bottles of very best double distilled lavender 
water ; " or for the house in Junci viz., " Seventy-six 
casks of nails. Let them be made of good stuff and 
drawn and full size, the cask of the same make with 
the London cask, not flat hoops." 



FAMILY SUPPLIES 



CHAPTER IV 

KAMILV SUPPLIES. THE IIOSTON PACKET. JAMES SCOTT FIRST 
XPPtAHS. SHIP COAL FROM NEWCASTLE, SETILING OEN- 
\M\\. WIUTMOKK'S estate. THOMAS HANCOCK FAILS IN 
KKALIH. GARRISON SUPPLIES. PROVINCE TttEASURV AS 



On March 20, 1763, the Hancocks send an order to 
Li'iidon for family .supplies, and give some [wsitivc buM- 
ncss directions: — 

\Vc wif.li the ftv Vou will send one doi. Doltlcs of very best 
liouble liistiird Livcndcr water, for Mrs. Hancock. & please to let 
it lie well Cork'ii & Tied over with Ulatltlcr. & charge our acco"- 
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the Different Posts for your jtx> men, in part, and are now Sending 
more to last up to 35i>> Dec. next, and as this is the time of year to 
lay in Trovisions, we arc Purchasing every Uiing at the Cheapest 
Rates, and you may Rely every step shall be Taken to Ad\-ance yV 
InteresL As soon aa the whole supplies .^re gone, we shall Trans- 
mit you the acco" of our Advances, now Considvr^tbly in Advance. 
We have Drawn on You by this oppor*y for j^iooo, sierl'g in favr 
of Jon* Barnard & Co. in part, which you will please lo honour. 
We shall shortly Transmit a panidar acco"- & then Draw for the 
Remaining Ballance. 

We Congratulate you on the Conclusion of a Peace, & hope we 
shall soon be able to take your Contract on a footing that will be 
Kitislaclory on all sides, be assured no one shall more Consult your 
Interest in all Respects & belter carry on your Contract than — 
Sir, Vour most Obed< Sen"*- 
To Matthew Woodford, Esqr, 




1%.. 






'~3P-"^ 



In a loiter to their London agents, the Hancock firni 
write under date of May 6, 1763 : — 




THE BOSTX).V PACKET 



We iliily note what Mr. G. H. mentions Reitpccting our Con- 
cerns with Vou in a Vessel! solely for the London Trade, whicli 
think nill nnsner, & 33 soon as can see Mr. Folger, s1>all Deter- 
mine; & if agreeable, shall then set up one that will be most suit* } 
jbk \ of which more in our next. 

\Vc shall by next o])por'y Transmit our whole acco" to Mr. 
Woodfoid & Remit you » Dill on him. 

We are with Esteem Gent* 

Your most Obedi Sennfc ' 

On the following date they write : — 

\Vc Desire you will pIc.-Lsc to ship us by very first oppor'y Fif- 
teen or Twenty Tons of bcsl Pclersburgh Rmck Hemp. This Vfe 
Hint for uh.ile Warps i must be of the very best i]ua1ily\ Tlie 
laxt yoii sent was good, & desire you willkccp up to the like good- 
ness, which charge to our acco"- 

We are in great haste 

Cent" 
Your most Obcd< Servi*- 
Mksshs. Jo\*- Baknakd & Co. %. 
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■ We hope Mwn to hear from You & Iiaving oot lo add, we remain 
with Esieem Cent- y^^^ ^^, q,^, H„mM« Serv«». . 

Should the Devonshire. Capt. Hunter not lie arriv'd when this 
comes lo hand, we desire You will make Insurance to the full on 
Ten hog* Pott ash we ship You by him^ 
' jtUosroN, Juai 14. 1763. 

Cent": We have none of Your fav« unanswered. The Class 
not yet Arriv'd, This is the Desire you will by first opp'y. Ship 
us the few things mention'd at Itoltom hereof — & beg your care 
that the nails be well Drawn, the last you sent were exlieme llad, 
that we met with Difficulty in the sale of Ihem, for their amo we 
shall order you payment in Time. 

We arc with Esteem — 
y Gent" Your most obed. servi^ 

'' Please lo Send 

10 ps. Red narrow Bristol Bays 

5 " Blue Do 

20 pr. Cena^ Serge, half Uhie not dy'd in the clolh & half good 

cloth coll" 
30 cask ici Nails') 
3o Do 8<> Do I I.ct Ihcm be mnde of Good stulT well 

6 Do 61 Do > Drawn & full <;iie. the Cask of the same 
10 Do. 4<l Do-t make with the LondonCask, not flat Hoops. 
10 Do. 30^ DoJ 

Messks. DevoNSiiiKK & Reeve. 

On the same date, to London agents, they write: — 

We are using all ExpL-diiiun in Building ilic Ship, as many hands 
as can nork on lier are Eni|>Ioy'd & shall be carefull to hate her well 
finished — We think wc shnll soon ship some oil in thirds with You 
& Folger. Folger Returns home this day &. if the Price breaks as 
he Expects he will then make a purchase — 
We shall soon write you again. 

We Remain with Esteem 

Your most hble serv"- 

Under date of June 27, 1763, the Hancock firm men- 
lions, for the first time, the man, James Scott, who plays 
a most prominent part in the business and domestic 
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affairs of the I lancock family for the ne\t half century. ^ 
They also say ; — 

Tlie Ileinp, Duck & Anchor for the new ship you did nut send 
hv J.ir»-is .IS )'<iu Designed. We are going on fast with ll>e Ship. 
We iihsLTve wliat Mr. J. H. meiiiioned Respecting the person *Ir. 
C^iliiil Recommended for Masir, at present are of opinion Mr. 
fuller will Command her. Slioiild lie alter his mind the prefereoce 
uill !« given 10 this Mr. Scott. 

We are niucli hurried at present, that we can*t add, Mve that we 
are «tlli Esteem Cent'n, 

Your most oljcdt Humble Sen-ts. 

MiissKs. Jonathan Babnakd & Co. 
y ' 

' In these (lays, when coal is so abundantly supplied at 
our doors that the owners of forest.s of wood can hardly 
afford to have it prepared for fuel, we scarcely realize 
th:it sailing-vessels brought coal from England, and that 
tuir .\Micrican mountains were then filleii to bursting 
with inL-xhaiistible stores of it. With what envious eyes 
m;uiy of the poor, dependent upon the countrymen who 
1i.hi)l-(1 their fuel on ox-te;ims to Boston, must have 
•liiokcd into the homes of the Hancocks, Faneuils, Hench- 
maus, and others, where the family gathered about the 
graic, flaming with English coals, procured as indicated 
in this letter: ^ 




\ Boston, Junt u'*, 1763, 

Str : This day we Rec'd j'our favour of i4lh of April last, advii- 
iii^' you are Sending the Sliip Mary, John Honnog, master to our 
address, with a Load of Coals.J^The Ship does not j-et api>ear, but 
when she arrives, we shall Dispose of the Coals most to your Ad\'an- 
tige ; it's unlucky there is a great Quantity of Coal* in Towne, fear 
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thej will not sell Immedbtety, in that cue must be obliged to Store 
Ihem, in order to Discharge the Ship, according to Charter, which 
you may Depend we shall at the smallest Expense possible, and do 
ever)-thing in our power to Sene Your Interest. We are Sir, 

Your most ob*nt. Humble Scrv'ts. 
To Besj*!) BiRKBECX, Esq'r. at the New Castle Coffee House, St. 
Mar/s Hill, London. 

After the sale of the freight, the following was writ- 
[ ten: — 

I BosTO!!, yuly 29/*, 1763, 

1 Sik: We wrote you first Inst, of the arrival of Capt. Honnog & 

' that the Coals were sold. We now Inclose You Acco" of sales, 

' with Capt Honnogs Rec< for l^ao Stcrl'g ^ paid him, & our Bill 

on MessT. Jona. Barnard & Co. for the Ball.-ince due to you being 

^3Z. o. 3. We have charged no Commission on Cash paid or the 

Remittance, are Sorry the Coals fetch no belter price, but we did 

the best we could ^ & as for ourselves there wgs no Prospect of 

' Coals Rising.* The Town well supplied & the Charge of Storing 

I very high and might have staid unsold 13 m<>. Th.tt we think we 

acted upon ye whole most for jr. Interest, in Disposing of iliem at 

I the first good offer, and .ire persuaded no Coals will be better sold 

\ this Season, s 

The Ship was Dispatched in the Ten days agreeable to Oiarter 
party, 4 Capt. Ilonnog sail'd for Carolina 21"- Inst. 

We Tender you any further .Services in our I'ower, & you may 
Rely none shall more study your Interest in all Ke.specls than Sir, 
Your most liumbl" Servu. 
"^ToMr. IJenj'n Birkreck, at the New Cast le Coffee House, St. 
Mary's Hill, London- jf 

On Aug. 2, 1763, in writing to their London agents 
the Hancocks say : — 

Afessrs. Folger & Gardiner ajiptied to us to be concerned with 
you & them 1 in Oyle to be shipt to you, which we complied with 
Sl by this opp'y Cap" Jariis, we have shipi about 30 Tons. In- 
voice 3i ^ you will have in the Comp* teller. We have Sliipt 
about 45 Tons on board Jacobson. who will sail in a few days, ■il. 

We Desire you will plense lo pay M.ijor Gcner.il Bastide ^iz. SD 
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sierg. & ctiarge our acco" being a Ball* due from T. H. to Major 
l',iirii:k Miickellar & p'd liiin by his order, & forward liis Reci- 

By Jncobson we sliall iiliip Tuo Trunks, & some cash for Capt 
LJn.-ird Wliktemore & when they arrive we pray your care of ihem 
& ulien he applies to Deliver them to him, we shall also forwai'd 
you a Discharge for him with the other Heirs of the late Geni 
Whittemore to sign. 

We have not to add save we are with Esteem 
Gent' 
Your most Obcd' hum>>'« Serv<»- 

Messks. Jox* Barnard & Co. 

The three following letters afford a few hints in re- 
gard to the manner of settling estates of deceased mcivj 
and to the last French war, and also of the physical 
condition of the senior member of the Hancock firm. 

On July 4, 1763, in a letter to Capt, Kdward Whit- 
niorc, who represents several heirs, Thomas Hancock 
says : — 
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Jon.i Iiarnard & Co., who will Deliver \\\ki\\\ lo you on their arriv; 
these Guineas aie the same I Reed, anion^^ Geiil.Whilmore's monc 
are very short of weight, & to pass them here would be a Grc 
Loss, as they must weigh here 5 dwt. 9 gr. & the Reason 1 did n 
send them before was the Insurance, very high, on accott of t 
war. I give you this Advice that you may Insure if you think fi 
I sliall write you more particularly by Capt. Jacobson, and am 

Sir 

Your most Obcd» Humble Serv** 
Capt. Edward Whitmore. 

Boston, Attg^t 2, 1763. 

Dear Sir: I Rec'd your fav April !•( from Bath, Inclosing 
Letter for Mr. Bastide, I herewith Return, as he SaiKd from hen 
to London, in Capt. Farr, some Time since. I hope the Bath w 
be of Service to you, of which shall be Glad to hear. 

I now write to our Friend Barnard & Co. to pay you for Acc«» 
Majr Mackellar j£l2. 5. 3. Sterlg. Balla. due him from me, wh 
you have RecM it, please to Acquaint him of it with my Compt** 
^ The first of March last I Renewed your note for j£300 & add 
the Interest to that Time ^^13, and Took a new note for j^3i3, 
must have Rec'd the Principal money out of the Treasury, the 2< 
June last, this new note is payable 20*^ June 1766. 

I am very weak & cannot get well, my Legs & Feet swell mu 
& I am Incapable of Doing hardly any Business, the Rest of t 
Family are pretty well. 

Mrs. Hancock joins me ir our most Respectfull Compts to y 
& your Lady, Mrs. Bastide & the Young Ladies. 
5 1 am very sincerely. Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed« & most Hum^e Servi. 

Dr. Cooper 1 & Mrs. Hancock send their comps. 

i«Iajor General Bastide &c. &c. &c. ^ 



The treasury alluded to above and in other lette 
was the Province Treasury, which served as a bank 
deposit for the people of the time. ^ 
yf^ Under the same date, a letter is written to Matthc 



\ 



* Dr. Cooper was the pastor at the Brattle-strcct Church, attended 
the Hancock family. 
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CAKA-/SOy SUPPUES 



Woudforil, lisq., Irom which more facts are obtained in 
rciird to supplies for the garrisons: — 

SiK : I ndosvd yuu have three mo ntlis victualling Lisi-i, one from 
March 2i» to 17'^ April, 1763, lor 13698 Rations, one from i8>k 
Aj'til to is'ii May 134-4 Rations, one i6"> May to 13* June 15093 
Kuiiuns. 

W'c have Kcc'd no Letter from you since 7<k March. ha\-e the 
I'ku'iicc 10 Tvll you, that, Mr. Williams has got dear of all the old 
ilicucU'xccpt ii4o'l>-, but neni-reobliijccl tosend him from Boston a 
(ju^inlily of higlicr prized Bread lor ttie officers, &c. to help it off 
& iii.ile "em easy. We will Endeavor to gel a Certificate from the 
OITKcts. if we can, that you may Recover this Loss, of the CoverD- 
iiient. as Mr. Gerrisli Recommends. 

As iheGovetniiieniare Repairing the Fort at An n.ipolis, suppose 
llic numlicrs will be Aiijjiiientcd, Considerable of which Expect soon 

To my Great Surprise, Mr. Gerrish writes me Mr. Townsend 
li^s furliid him to act any longer as Commissary for you. Copies 
uf liis Lvltcrs you have here Inclosed, as also one from Mr. Wil- 
li.inis. We have wrote to Desire his Continuance, or to Recom- 
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for there. We have now 3 good Season & Like to have Great Crops, 
that next Year all Provisions must fall, propose to Send for Bread, 
Flour, Pork &c. to Philadelphia, to nuke up what's wanted, for the 
next six months, when we dnw our own Bills of Exchange, & pay 
the ready money, as we did for the last Cargo. & is Cheaper than 
cm be purchased here, although it's more trouble to us. Are now 
in advance for you. Acco^" will he Sent as soon as we have 
Time to Get them out, when shall Draw (or the B-illance. 

You may Depend we shall on all occasions, act, what we think 
will be most for vour Interest and are 
Sir. 
Your most obed' & most Humble Ser\-ants. ^ 
Boston, Augit 17, 1763. 
' Cent": By Janis. we wrote You & handed You Invoice of 212 
Casks Sperm Oil, in thirds with Vou & selves, hope will arrive safe 
& meet a good market. 

We now IncloM You Invoice & Dill of Lading of 1 19 Casks 
Sperm Oil, & 171 Casks ^VhalcOil, Shipt, on board the Boscancn, 
Howard Jacobson Master, to Vour address |)r Invoice, on acco" 
and Risque of you & selves, wish may arrive safe. We would just 
observe to Vou that this Whale Oil, is far preferable to what com- 
monly is at Your market, it is quite white & sweet, & well manu- 
factured. We therefore Desire Vour particular Inspection of it, in 
the Sale, & ue judge will fetch a Iieltcr Price than the brown sperm, 
as the quality of this much cxcedes the common sorts and you may 
Recommend it for Such. We also cover Vou the cost of the whole 
amo. to ^143^' >4- 4 Lawfull Money.' One third of the n< Proceeds 
you will please to carry to the credit of T. H. & Co. ; the other 
two thirds to be Setiled between Yourselves & Folger & Gardner, 
to whom is left the Settlement of (he Purchase of Your third here, 
& tlicy will Dr:iw for that Amount. 

The new Ship goes on very well, we Expect she will be Launch'd 
by is"" Sept' next, & shall be able to get her away by I" No\-«- 
We believe this vessel will answer Your Expectations, as she ap- 
pears to be well Executed, and will be a line Ship, at least no Pains 
is sparM to have her so. 

We are Gent" , 
Your most Obed'. Humbi« Servi», 

Thomas Hancock & Co., 
FoLCER & Gardner. — 

To Messrs. Jon*- 11ak.vakd & CO. \ 
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The following letter of Aug. 23 shows that the legal 
steps have been taken in settlement ot the Whitmore 
estate, and gives a hint at the working of the law of 
jirimogcnitiire as far as it was applicable in this coun- 
try:- 

\f\\i will see thai (he Judge hns mn<le a Distribution of the Es< 
l.-itir licrc, according to our l^ws & Decreed You two xhares of said 
Irlstnle, yuu l>eing ihe Eldest son. 1 have acted in all things what ' 
I ihdu^ht for your Interest. The Kank the General held in the 
Army, occasioned Ihe expense of his fnneral to be much higher than 
oltiiruisc it might have been, bul as he had all the Honors paid 
him according to his Rank, 1 am persuaded you will think the money 
wdl cKpi'nded. 

Tlie keys of the Trunks are in the Dag with tlie Cuinea*. I 
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T< JMAS HANCOCKS PklVATE CHARITV. LAUNCHING OP THI 
' BOSTOM PACKF.T. HEX FIRST VOYAGE. JAMF.S OTIS A 

ATTORNEV. OTHER NOTED LAWVEKS, HANCOCK SEND 

FOR WIGS. COSTUMF^S OF THE TIME. CORRESPONDENC 

WITH LADY WARREN. AID TO PRISONERS AT BRES1 

HANCOCK FIRM LOST CONTROL OF NANTUCKET OIL TRADI 

DEALS IN MORTGAGES. 

Boston, Seflemhrr jo/*, 1763. 

My Dear Sir: 1 am to acquaint you, tliai liotli Cnpt. Pet> 
Dulkley, & his molhcr Mary Bulkley are Dead. Pt-Ier m;nle a Wi 
&* Gave all 10 hU Mother, wlio Diid Iwfore him. & kit mithin<; i 
lliis Counlry, Ihat I can find. They are both in my Dthi, for «hii 
Reason I have Taken out tellers of Administration upon bolji tlit 
Estale.t, llie Keason I did it on Pclcr's was on Acc't of lite Eslal 
said to be his, in your Hands, and I most cnrne.slly Desire Ihat yc 
will please to let me know the Circumslanres of llint Estate, an 
whcllicr there will he any thin^ flnnlly to Receive, when nnd what 
may be. I have Given Bonds to the Office & wholly rnainlalned ol 
M'' Bulkley & Wife for many Years cxxept what of your Coodne> 
you advanced to Iter nhcn at Boston, this I did in Compassion I 
the good old People. & if there is no Help for me from you out 1 
that Esl.ite at E|)suni, I must wnit for my Reward in the ulhi 
World. 

t shnll lie exlreamly Dbliged to you for a.Line on this Subjec 
by first Op]>ortunity, & to he.ir of jour Health & Happiness. 

Mrs. Hancock Join.s in Complimcnls to both you & your goc 
Lady, and believe me to lie with great Regard 
Dear Kilhy 
Your most Obliged Friend & most Obcdi HumWe SerM. 

P.S. Yoush.ill have Cerlificiles if you please, of my Adminislr 
tion from ihc Office. 

CiiRisTOPHEK Kii BY, Esq'- 
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In writing under date of Sept. rG^ the Hancocks 

Til? 31'^ Inst. Ihe New Sliip was I,-)iinched & we shall use ihe 
niiiiu--t Dispaldi III fit her for the Svn, & gel her away a.t soon as 
,,,.^-jliIe. We Ihiiik hi-r a gi>oa vessell. well Ituill & Uelleve will 
Answer yuur Ex])ect:itiiins in every RcspcctJ.im sorry luring is nol 
ill. a* we much want tliat .Mr. Scott whom you Recommend ; if she 
il.irs nut snon arrive, we niiisl l>c uliliged to fill up his Itinh. We 
.lie much Hurried .md :i[ld Imt that we ho[K: soon to hear from you 
& ilul we nrc with Lhleem Gent", 

Your mosi Obed« SerVs. 

Mks'^ks. Josa. Barnard St. Co. 

A month later, in a letter to the London agents, we 

rcail : — 

Oi[r ship lioslon Packell will certainly sail by l)ie lOlh Nov 
linci we nol mel with Disappmnlmenls. in oyle, would have sailed 
-oiiner. in Rcy.inl lo Insurance act .ti you Judge best. .Should She 
i»il ariivc in Time. Iwlieve it best to Insure .£1600 or^i700 sterlg. 
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senior iiienibcr of the firm, or to exchange a frien 
greeting with John Hancock, who was but a few yc 
his junior. 

Boston, October 27'*, 176^ 

Sir: Wc Reed. Your Letter of July i4«h last, covering "^ 
Letter & Power of Attorney to James Otis, Esq. which we De! 
him, in Consequence of which he Immediately Sett out for Newb 
are Sorry, without Success, as he will write You by this opp( 

nity, to which we R< 
find Mr. Harris's Efl 
were all made ove 
Secured to Messrs. 1 
othick & Co. long ; 
Wc had a Letter i 
Harris declaring, till 
Otis acquainted him 
never heard of ' 
Name, nor of this 
mand; he has a \ 
Character here & a 
honest man. These 
fortunes are cert: 
brought upon him 
his Partner Cumm 
We are really sorr 
you. Mr. Harris 
since Taken Passag 
London, to Settle 
affairs, having not had a letter from his Partner, these 18 moi 
We should have been very ready to have assisted Mr. Otis ir 
affair & have paid Mr. Otis, his Demand £j^ 10. sterling, m 
you will please to Repay to Mr. Barnard & Co. 

We are Sir, 
Your Most Obedi Humble Ser\ 

To Mr Arthur Jones, Mercht. 

London. 

^ The following letter of Oct. 29, 1763, suggests cc 
tions of the market here which to the merchant ol 
day seem almost incredible : — 
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Tills is 10 Desire you will as soon m possible & nithout Fail 
Ship lis from Cork 250 llarrcls of Best Irish Pork & loo Firkins of 
^(Hid Irish liulter. the weight of each Uarrell of Pork to be mark'd 
on 1I1C head, to be uell Pnck'd. This Article will be very Scarce & 
l>c:ir here, thnl ne must Depend upon your slii]>i>ing it with the 100 
Kitkins of Butler to be here in nil March if possible & if no oppor'y 
tn iliis place. Siiip it to Halifax to the care of Benj. Cerrish Esqr. 
.-iiiil ns soon as llic next May Butler is fit to ship we Desire you will 

We rc-ly o 

est Rates, which charge to our .tccott. 

n to this ibat me may not by any means be 
shall be in great want of it. 
We are witli Respect 

Your most hum. Servts. 
Messrs. Jo\«- Barnaiid 4 Co. 

In a letter of Nov. 4, 1763, Mr. Thomas Hancock 

'vrites : 



HrKt'il at the l» 

\\c Ug you. 

<li-.ip|>oinied, a: 



Firkins more of the t>esl new Rose May Bullcr. 
care to have tliese articles of the l>est kind & pur- 
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Expence of. Hiere is many People in this Country who hai'c Lnndi 
Taken from tliem in (lie same manner, & have gone through Law 
Suits. Lost their Coses. They no IJoubt will be willing to join 
You, should it )>e worth your while to make application Home. 

We have paid for Examination of the Records, Tostage, of Let- 
ter*. Six. We arc Sir 

Your Most Obedt. HumW* Serv«. 

ANDREW Lesley Esq. 

The land trouble rcfctretl to above ^vas doubtless the 
otitcome of the adjustment of the boundary in 1741 be- 
tween New Hampshire and Massachusetts. ] 
/ In a letter of Nov. 9, 1763, we learn that the Han- 
cock firm send for foolscap paper, and remind their 
agents that the last sent was. too poor to take ink. A 
great variety of duties were intrusted to their foreign 
agents. On the 14th of the same month they send for 
a large quantity of grindstones to come by their new 
ship, lioston Packet, and close a long letter with the 
following : — / 

Our J. H. asks the fav'r that Mr. Harrison will please to get 
made & sent him 1 neatt Bng wig and I neatt Bob wig. Fashion- 
.ible & of a light colour, the siie of Mr. ISarnard's will nearly suit 
^ the Tie wig Mr. Uirch made nliich J. H. Drought with him filled 
very ucll. The cost of them .Mr. Harrison will cli.irge in his little 
aceoit «UhJ. H. 

The above order, and others for family supplies, sug- 
gest the costume of the time. Whoever met with 
Thomas Hancock in his home, doubtless saw him dressed 
in a red velvet cap, with an inside cap of white linen 
which turned over the edge of the velvet two or three 
inches ; a blue damask dressing-gown lined with sky- 
blue silk ; a white satin waistcoat, with deep embroid- 
ered flaps; black satin breeches, with long white silk 
stockings, and red morocco slippers. 
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If they met him on the street or at the warehouse, 
ihcy noticed that he had changed his velvet cap for his 
bag or bob wig, and had on a large thrce<omered hat ; 
ill j>lacc of his flowered bi"ocadc he had on a gold-laccd 
iiiat of red or blue broadcloth, with deep lace ruffles at 
the wrists; had a sword on his side, and wore on his 
(cct a pair of shoes with great silver or gold buckles. 

Ihil the costume of the elder Hancock could not have 
satisfied the joungcr. John Hancock in these days 
wcntld be called a dandy. His toilet was elaborate. His 
shirt-front was trimmed 
with fine lace, and doubt- 
less there was a great 
ich stuck in it. His 

ecchcs were of green 
or red velvet, or while, 
libc, or blue satin, and 
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March, if possible. We now Desire You to send us Double the 
Quantity at the lowest Freight, & \i no oppor'y to this place, ship 
it to Halifax^to the address of Iknj. Cerrish Esq. Or if Vou 
'prefer a Concern in Loading i smajl vessell to this place, nc will 
stand the half, and think some Dcef; might answer, but it must be 
here euriy ; if You do not incline; we must Depend You will send 
me the Quantity we wrote for, as soon as possible. 

In a letter of Nov. 25 to the London agents we 
read; — 

What of your Goods by Blake, that are on shore & opened, turn 
out well, except the single piece of scarlet Whitney we wrote for, 
whidi as we limited no Price & mentioned it was solely for T. H. & 
family's use this Winter, we Judg'd you would have been a little at- 
tentive to send it of the very best, had the cxi>cnce been twice as 
much ; instead of that you have sent a common Colchcslci Baize of 
a bad colour & so immuderalcly Coarse thai it is entirely useless & 
some Disappointment to T. H. & will hardly answer f6r common 
sale at the Price. We are not apt toFault Vou, but this we could 
not help mentioning Sl have to desire in future that you will please 
to, when any Article is wrote for Family use, to send it of the very 
' iKKt kind, cost what it will. 

Thomas Hancock has occasion to write to I.ady 
Warren again. The letter places before the reader the 
naincs of more of the lawyers of that time. 

Boston, S'm'tmber ^^k, 1763. 

Madam: I Receiv'd your fav'r ofa Letter, wlicrt-in you Desired 
to^ny Sir Peter's Subscrijuion lo the Chnrch at Cambridge & that 
you had Desired Mr. Deluncy lo Kcinitt me the money, I have since 
Kec'd the ISalla. of Majr Lockman's Bond, of poor Mr. Jones, who 
is since Kcduc'd, & not worth a Farthing, and have paid me said 
Subscription out of that Money, and have wrote Mr. Delancey of 
it, &. that he need not send me the Money. 

1 should be very glad, were it in my Power to Settle your af- 
fairs ; but as my He.iltli will not permiit, 1 beg yon will Impower 
some other Geni'n to lake the Papers, settle with me, & Collect the 
Remainder of your Debts. 
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1 nould Recommend (o jv^u, James Oiix. lUq'r or Robert Auch- 
iiiiilv Esq'r. of Ihe Urn, or Nalli'l Wlieclwrighl, Eaqr., or Nathl 
lli-ibune, EsqV.. cither of tliem nil! serve jou faithfully. 

Mrs. Il.-iiicock Joins me in best CompTts to you, and 1 am, 
M.-idam 

Your most obedH & most Humble Serv'ot. 

Hos'iiLE Ladv Sus. Warren. 

The firm take upon themselves a new duty, and write, 
"11 Dec. 23, 1763, to London agents thus: — 

We some lime ago wrote you Respecting one David M<doud, 
\ilio »enl a Kandsomer for a vessel! of Mr. Tim" Fitche's, we now 
Knjiic!.! the favr. You will please 10 write over to Brest, where he 
ii>iiv Is in Gaol, and urdertobc paid him. Five Pounds Sterl'g which 
ili.ir^c to our acio"- This we tlo at llie Desire of his Father ; & 
\iiii nil] ]ileas<: to signify the same to him & beg if you can be any 
tt.iy MTvicilile in setting him at Liberty, that you will please to do 
it. as Mr. Fitch says he has money In your hands, & has Desired 
y the Ransom. 
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Boston, Fthrmny^i^iji^. 
GenT" : 1 have tikcn Possession of Mr, l^wU Estate id Your 
names, wliith was mortgaged a security for his and Scwall's Debt to 
You, & can now sell so as to Receive jour whole Debt, but the 
Power of Attorney 1 have from j-ou, is not sufficient to give a Title 
to Real Estate, or I should have sold & Rec'd the n'hole of your 
Demands: I have therefore got a Power prepared agreeable to our 
Laws, which is here Inclosed. You will please to get autlienticalcd 
& Return'd as soon as may be, for the Estate is mortgaged lo two 
other People since, for more than its north, but we must be satis- 
fied, which can"! be unless 1 Give a good Title, which can't be done 
until I ha\'e this Power & you need be at no other Espcnce at 
Home. 1 have Joined my Nephew in this Power, liope will be 
agreeable to you. 

I am Dear Sir, 

Your most obed<. Hum!"* Servi- 
Messrs. Ciikisto Kilbv & 

Jon* IlAKNARD & Co. 
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CHAPTER VI 

KN'GERS TO ENGLAND. WILLIAM ROTCH IN THE COH- 
IKkCIAL BUSINKSS. JAMES SCUTT AI>VISED TO PRUDENCE. 

KATH OF THOMAS HANa»CK. FUNERAL CUSTOMS, JOHN 
lANCOCK AND NANTUCKl'n- MERCHANTS, OROUP OF OLD 
(i?,roN MERCHANTS. LONDON INSURANCE. 



Mrs. Edward How goes to England in one oC the 
Ihincock vessels to seek retlrcss of the govcrnment.y 7^ ' 1,/ 
In tJie vessel going next after her departure, Mr. 
Thomas Hancock writes to her thus: — 
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Bosrox, Jmly tfi^ 1764. 
Gext" : TTie Boston Pacltett taU'd 17* of June & hope she is 
well on her Passage — as she has had a line lime & wish this may 
find her safe with jou & beg your utmost Diligence to Dispatch her 
back, to this I'bce ; if not a full freight better to get away early than 
lose a freight of White Oyl in the Fall, which shall be ready for 
her. 

The Brig) Ljdia, James Scott, Mas' will saile in sis or eight 
days, to your address, with a \'aluable cargo of Sperm Oil, in Equal 
Thirds, with you, Folger & Gardner. S ourselves, as to Cargo. 
The Brig< on your acco" and ours, in equul halves, if agreeable to 
you. She is a very good Vessell & a cheap one. We think it best 
to make Insurance, at least in pari & on Rec> of this, desire you 
will please to Order Insurance to be made at the Lowest ]>remo 
Visi- 
on Brig> Lydia, James Scott. Mas' at and from Boston to Lon- 
don ^800. On Cargo & Freight, /2200. 3000, Sterling. • * Oil 
is extremely high and scarce wliich yuu will Notice in the Sale. 
We have been so very Lucky in purcliasing a C.trgo of Oil, for this 
vessel) & think we have Gained a Great Point, when Mr. Rotch's 
vcEsell lays waiting for Oil 3: she began (o Load before Our Brigi 
was Ready to Take in & indeed while the lloston I'ackett was 
Load'g. You shall have some particulars hereafter. 

Give us leave out of fricndsiiip just to mention that wc think you 
ate not altogether so Regular in Your answL-rs to Letters & Sending 
accotts of Sales, &c. .ts is E\|>ected ; we have hcnrd many Com- 
plaints of lh.1t Sort, which is apt to Prejudice Persons against your 
House. Wc could not say so much, as could li.ive wished, as there 
is a great Proof of it as to our own accC"- This you will Excuse 
& hope there will be no occasion for the like Complaints in future. 
You will duly Notice that we did not Recommend Mrs. How to 
you for Credit only for any little Civilities or Services you might 
please to show her, as she was Distressed. 
We can't add but that we are Sincerely 

Cent" 
Your most Obedt Servants. 
Messrs. Barnard & Harrison. 



* Mr, Rotch alluded to in the above letter was probably 
William, brother of Francis Rotch, who built the ship 
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niirtnioiith, and placed her in the merchant service. 
They were sons of Joseph Rotch, The family at first 
;i|»]x'ar at Naiitnckct, from whence they went to Dart- 
mimlh, which in part became New Bedford. Mr, Fran- 
cis Uotch named his vessel, built in 1767, for the old 
town, where he took up his abode at about the time of 
his introiluction to Mr. Hancock. 
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proceed to New Castle v^ Receive on board a full Load of Coals, f 
this Place, which we think will answer pretty well, especially as 
is not probable, many ships will come from thence, as our Market 
have been so dull. In case she proceeds to New Castle, or on ai 
other voyage, you will keep her fully Insured, till her arrival at Ik 
ton. We shall have a Load of Oyl Ready for the Hrig< on her r 
turn here. Messrs Folger & Gardner must pay 50 / sterl'g per To 
Freight for one third the cargo, which Suppose you will Char^ 
them, and Credit our accot<* for one half their freight 

You will please to advice Mr. Scott against incurring any nee 
less Expences on the Bright, & pray Recommend Prudence & ca 
to him, as he is Young, & let him advise with you, Respcctii 
his conduct The Brigt, has we think Provisions Sufficient 
bring her back & don*t know any stores she is in want of. 

P This letter concludes with an order, which reveals \\ 
sufTering condition of the senior member of the firm : - 

Please to send by the Boston Packett a covering for a Bed, 
be had at Mr. Fisher's, the Eiderdown Warehouse 'in Litchfie 
street, Oxford market, pray be very particular in the choice of 
good one, as it is for our T. H.^s own use, in the Gout, about nil 
or Ten Guineas^ Value. It is call'd an Eider down Quilt or Cove 
ingjja Bale of Crocus for Bread Bags, 7 or 800 yds., yd. wd. ; 




on of Good Sound Cheshire cheese; 10 chests of Good Floreni 
Oyle. Send none but new."*^ [if the Brig't goes to New Castle pn 
order us from thence Ten Groce of best Quart Champaign Bottle 
for own use, to be well packed in BaskettsJ 

But a few more letters are recorded during the montl 
and there follow several blank pages suggestive of \\ 
silence in the leading^busincss house of the provinc 
The senior member, /Thomas Hancock, died on Aug. 
from apoplexy, being attacked while at Old State Hous 
where he was ser\'ing as one of his Majesty's council. 

The funeral of Thomas Hancock was a ceremony i 
keeping with the times, when gloves and rings wei 
freely given, according to the rank and estate of tl 
deceased. There was observed on this occasion, tl 
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custom of hanging the escutcheon of a deceased head 
of a family frum the window or over the entrance of his 
iKvL-ltinj; when the funeral ceremony was to begin. / 

The manner in which a house was prepared for a 
fuuL-ral is thus described by Mrs. Stowe in " Old Town 
r-olks:" — 

"It uas a doctrine of these good old limcii, no less ttiaoof maDV 
ill ilur jircscnl ihys, that a house invaded by death should be made 
:i-. fiiiliini as liaiids could make it- It should be rendered as cold 
.mil ^lir^, .IS unnatural, as dead and curpse-likc. as possible, by dosed 
>.|iiitti.-rs. iiiukiiii^-^l.isst.'S pinned up in white sheets, and the lock- 
iii;;-np and iiut vi si;;1il of any plcnsnnt little familiar object which 
«<iuld be thoLi^bt out of plate in a sepulchre." 

Tht; funeral of Thomns Hancock was the last when 
tlio extremes of custom, in the way of mourning-badges, 
were obscr\ed. 

The peiiple of Hoston decided upon a non-importation 
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,,i' Boston, -ifft-^ 17, 1764- 

Cemt"^ now Inclose ^-oa Invoice & Bi)1 of Lading of thirty 
one barrellsSfrour hogshead* of potashes shipt on board the Eiiu- - 
beth, Edm' Wendell master lo your address which you will dispose 
of to the best advantage & credit my account for the produce. I 
must desire you will have It all weighed, Sl dispose of it at the 
smallest tare you can. 1 hope it will meet a good markett. 

Inclosed is a Certificate from the Custom house of the several 
Cargoes of oyl & the whale bone- referred to in my Letter in C° w<l> 
Folger & Gardner. 1 cannot now be so particular as I could wish, 
being much Engaged & hurri'd. Pray dispatch the Boston Packett 
& Brigt Lydia as eatly as possible ih.-it Ihey may return with a Load 

The whole of the oyl shipt to Vour Markelt this year will Center 
with You & Champion & Haley, & Buxton & Symmes, & you may 
depend in the fall that you will have as much or more, for the plan 
they have laid of Engrossing the whole oyl, will not EITccI, neither 
shall it, for I determined miher to increase than lessen my Concerns 
in it,'' My visit to Nantuckell was very agreeable & formed such 
Connections as to prevent any disnppoinlmeni, 1 can have what 
Oyl 1 please & of the best men there, which of course, takes from 

the other Channell and is very chagrining to Mr. R h but he 

knows my mind. < J 
'J I cuniinue in the same siore, and propose carrying on the same 
bosincss as with my late Uncle, by myself, of wliich shall write you 
more hereafter." I should be glad of your opinion respecting oyl & 
Pott ashes, whale bone, &c., & to know your inclinations as to con- 
cerns in oyl, whether you would approve a concern in more than 
what will load the ships & Brig's. Inclosed you have a Cerlificatc 
of L-inding the Tea & Partridge, so long depending in the Custom 
House. 

You will please to observe that Folger & Cardher settle with 
Yon for the third of Cash of all the Cargoes except the Brigi Lydia's 
Cargo, which I shall settle, & your third of s"! Cargo being ^779. 
13. 3. .slerl'g. You will please to carry lo the credit of T. H. & Co, 
4 I have accordingly chg'd it to you & you will credit s-" account 
with one third the produce of all the Cargoes of oyl &c. V/ 
\ — 1 am apply'd to by M'- Timothy Filch and the Parents of David 
M'Cloiid to undertake In get him releas'd and Mr. Fitch will reim- 
burse the Expence. 

I must desire the f;ivor You will jilease to write over to Brest to 
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know if he l>e lliere, and if lie is, that You um yourbnt Eodcavour 
ID ntjMiD his Release on the best term* you can, the Ransom U 
£100. sterlg. & no iluubt some Expenccs to pay, nhich pray En- 
ilv.Lvoiir may be as moderate aa possible & I must desire You will 
l>ie.i-e lo order it to he pnid as soon as pouible, and charge to my 
^ux.mnt. Send me llie amount with all charges that I may receive 
it c.f Mr. Kitch. 

I 11111^1 further (tciire that when he is releaii'd You would procure 
liiiii a )i,issaj;c to thi« place, if any vessel of mine in the Ri«r, I 
noiiKI ;;ive him his passage in her. Pray get him released imme- 
ilialcly. 

1 niii-it lie;; Itave lo Referr to my next, for what 1 have iurther to 
-i;iy, ami am with ilie greatest respect 

Gent« 

Your most obedt. Servl. 

Tlic cost of r>rigi Lydia and Expences of Boston Packet! shall 

To Mrssks. Darn-arii & Harrison, ^v 

Agnih, to same agents, Mr. Hancock says: — ■ 

We shall be "lad You will be Explicit in Your opinion respect* 
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keeps a sharp lookout for the conditions of the marl 
in oil, and writes his London agents on Oct. lo, 1764 : 



I was a little suq3rtzed that Champion & Haley should get 
the oyl in Coffin (p,<^^ & ours but j£27. I douH not youV doing y 
utmost, but such things are apt to give a Prejudice to some Peo( 
but you may depend I shall always do my utmost for the Interc 
of Your house in all respects. I must beg at all events You y 
send me the Co. Accotmts settled. I long e>r now Expected 
sales of the oyl, & pray close those accounts as soon as possible 



r 



Mr. Hancock notifies Barnard & Harrison that 
has drawn bills on them in favor of several gentlenn 
amounting to ^3,668. This was done between Sept. 
and Oct. 1 2, showing that he did somewhat of an ext* 
sive banking business together with his other branch 

The list of names is of interest, as among them \ 
men who were prominent in Boston's affairs of tl 
time and during later years : —^ 



Thomas Amor)*, who built a stately edifice at the corner of P 

and Beacon Streets. 
Samuel Abbott. 
William Bowes, a cousin of^ohh Ha'ncock, of whom mor^ ' 

be said. 
Burnell & Barker, a Nantucket firm. 
John Cunningham. 
Samuel Eliot, a reformer in the Fire Department and a de: 

in dry goods in Dock Square. 
Ro}'al Tyler, Esq., one of a young men^s club in 1777-13 

They had a room at the corner of Court and Brattle Stre 

where they met and discussed politics, literature, and 

(says Drake). 
Benjamin Gark was one of the company who threw the 

overboard. 
Christopher Gark, one of fifty principal merchants who char 

crown officers with appropriating to tlieir own use mor 

belonging to the Province. 



!jl^^S!^y ro^ ^^*' '""^^ '^ ^"^ - "r-^'^ WM-'-.y^ m^V^^ l|W,,My MWWUI, ! ! 



/. - , 



cxorr Of o/.ff nosjvx mea-cuaxts 49 

U'illinin Cny, familiarly knoirn ns " Billy,' Nvas a man of meroa- 

lilc eminence, nnd Ihe largest xliip-ouner in America, 
Jolm A|}|>k'ii>n and Natlianiel Applelan. names familiar to Boston 

Kufiis Green, an officer in Trinity Church. 
J. and l>. Waldo. , 

Mr. Hancock rencw«l the contract for supplying the 
j;airisnn ; ship|K'd to London agents a cargo of oil by. 
ihc Tiiton, Thomas Rohson, master, and on the 25tfa 
111 October wrote to Barnard & Harrison thus: — 

Since my List I am favoured wilh yours & Capt* Diney, Bruce 
i Marslull. The l.iller arrived Yesterday. Bruce got here four 
.bys before .\Iarsliall. YoHr'a by the Ttaslon Tacliett. Inclos'd 
hiv" & Itill of Liding of Ihe Good!; on board him ; but was greatly 
rli*ap|Hiinled in iiol liavinjj all the things wrote for, particularly the 
l.i'iiuins & iiyl, wliicli would come to .t very good Marketl I beg you ■ 
iv.iiilil .11 .nil limes be careful to send all my Goods at the first opp'y, 
.14 it ninkes a ,!;rcnl odds in tlie snle. You also neglected the Eider- 
ilinin Quill & in.iny other things wtiich if you do not send by Scott 
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secure insurance^ on vessels ami cargoes, it was all done 
in England, which must have been an added disadvan- 
tage in the conduct of business. 

Although the general system of insurance may !« 
traced back for several centuries in Kngland, its adop- 
tion in this country is of a coniixirativcly recent date. 
Mr. Joseph Marion established an insurance office in 
Boston as early as 1724, but he met with little encour- 
agement for many years. While the commercial rela- 
tions of the colony were confined closely to trade be- 
tween it and the mother country, .it was evidently 
thought best to obtain the needed insurance upon the 
vessels making transatlantic voyages in the insurance 
associations of England. " 
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CKAITER VII 

KIFORT TO COLLECT IlILLS IM LONDOH. JOHM HANCOCK 
Alt>S KKIAIIVF^ AND FRIENDS. AN EYE FOR BUSINESS. 
IN QVARANTIXE, RF.SOLVE.S TU DO NO WORE BUSINESS 
<1N SHAkFJi. WATCHES COMPETITORS. SMALL-POX INJURES 
lUSISKSS. SKNDS TO LONDON FOR SHOES. HIS BOSTON 
SIIOKMAKEK. SEMDS FOR SEA-COALS, TFA, HEkIP, ETC 

Ix a k'ttcr of Nov. 17, 1764, to Barnard & Harrison, 
;\lr. Hancock writes: — 

I sliduld be very gl.id you would give some attention to recover 
l>:i\ jiiciit of tlie liills long ago remitted you by my late uncle. Say 
(]iiir.i Sliirlcys Bill & many others, if you can obtain payment 
:, shall Lnke it a favour. I beg your 
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est, industrious nun, & I pre^-ail'd on him to lake my brother into 
partnership; they write you for goods by my desire. 1 lliink you 
are safe with them, however, I will be answerable to you for five 
hundred pounds slerl'g on their accounts and sliall give tliem a bill 




for that sum ; hereafter j ou will use your jiulgmcnl as to a farther 
concern with them beyond the ^500. as I shall not be anstverable 
for any more. Mr. Aurlhur Savage' is Pa:fsenger in Marsh:tll, his 

' Dfalie fay5 : " Arthur Snvngc wai nn t.flicpr of cii5lom« in B«ton. 
He ii ctcdil«d with havinE had the l>all which killed General Warren at 
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business home is to obtain a credit fur goods, he is recommended 
to me ns an lioncsl, indiislrtoiis mnn, Ijut no great capital. His 
frii'nds 1i3ve jnevailcd on me to give liim a letter to you, urliich I 
li.nc iloiie. and Turtlicr, if he succeeds and should apjjy to jou for 
n few gfHMis 1 will be accountable to you for three hundred jMiunds 
& if Ik- dues not pay you in time that amount I Kill sec you paid, 
hill I do iiol iDcan by this to strengthen his credit with you, so as 
til ,:;ivi: liiiii a further supply, neither will I advise to it, but when 
Mill sif him you will be able to judge for yourselves, and act your 

This I do purely to serve him, and at tlie Karnesi request of hi* 
frii'iids. The 1tri;;i (Briganline) Lyitia is not yet arrived. I wish 
she may suon ;iet in as I have all her Loading ready & will dispatch 
her if ■;ood weather in twenty dajs. I cant but approve of Capt. 
M.irsli.ills conduct in every Rcsi>cct & hope he will Merit your 
cuiiiiti^iunce. 

I li.ivc sent you a large order for Goods. You must be carefull 
lli.ll they arc well cliosen Si best of their kinds. I must beg that 
ilif o/n,ii)rig<i now ordered may not lie purchased of tlie same per- 
son, that ihe t«o hist parcels, you sent us were, for such importa- 
tions :irc not to lie counlenanced, about a yard of it outside very 

il & the remainder unfit for any use, that it is turned upon my 
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tioQ tbe rather u jou maVe Provision for a ^ta^kctl. for it will be 
the whole lo come to your Market! this seaMm. 
We afc with much Respect 

Your most obed< Serv** 

J.H. 
FoLcex & Gardner. 



Mr. Hancock writes to Messrs. Wright & Gill, also 
to Mr, William Jones, informing them of the death of 
the senior member of the firm, and solicits business as 
in the past. 

He also introduces Messrs. Blanchard & Hancock to 
these firms, also to Devonshire & Reevt 

Ebenezer Hancock was the younger brother of John 
Hancock. He was employed by the firm ; but soon 
after the death of his uncle left the situation, and set up 
business with Mr. Blanchard. Of Ebenezer more here- 
-after. 

Mr. Arthur Savage and Mr. Arthur Jenkins were 
both introduced to Barnards & Harrison as men worthy 
of their confidence. 

Under date of Nov. 23, 1764, Mr, Hancock addresses 
his London agents. He makes complaint of neglect on 
their part, and cautions them not to be remiss in that 
line again. He further adds : — 

The goods 1 nave wrote for you will plense to send & let them 
be mnrked I & H.\l wrote you lli.tl to prevent trouble, you misht 
charge the cost of trunk of goods 1. W. to my account, since which 
I have opened the trunk & on examination find the Cambrick S 
Lawn verj' badly charged. .So high in Price & b.id in Quality, that 
anless you can obtain an allowance for me I must loose money, for 
their Charge « ith the Duty I have paid here, will he more than I can 
sell ihem for ; do think of tliis & make me an allowance, 

I observe you liave sold llie oyl pr. Hunter, the White 4 Brown 
well sold, but wonder there should be such a difference in the Price 



IN QUAKANTINB 55 

of uti.ile ojl between your linuse 4 Mr. Lidc's. Mr. Ronv> of this 
riace owner of Capt. Hunter, ship<> some whale oyl at »me time of 
Hunter, and has an account of Sales of it, at ^£33. 15/. and yours 
only ^:i- the ilJtTerence b a hanilsome Profit, but nialce do doubt 
jomiiil your best. 

I Ug at all events you will use your utmost Endeavours that 
M.iisliall may be here by the Inst of March, fill up with Hemp for me 
riilier tlian deinin her »ith you. You will have goods enough of 
yuiir onn I lliink to give her the quickest despatch, nothing in mjr 
|wi«Lr shall be wantin-; to return her from hence. 

1 hope soon to hear from you, being nith tenders of mj best 
Services & Sincere Esteem, 

Gent 

Your most obed' Servt. 

If those whose strongest impression of John Hancock 
hns been that of pride, vanity, and conceit, will read his 
correspondence thus far, they wiU, at least, credit the 
neglected man with shrewdness and acumen in business 
transactions, and readiness to aid others less fnrtunate 
than himself. There is no room (or doubt or uncer- 
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Boston, [k,r. j, 1764. 

\ Gent* : 1 have at last gal the Brig safe up to tourn, nnd tomorrow 
will l>e clear, and next day begins to take in that, if the weather, 
whicli at this SeASon is very precarious, should hold good, 1 de- 
termine to put her to sea at farthest by 2o<>< Instant, and had it not 
been for the unlucky accident of the Small Pox, she would have 
been on her way to you by this. ] shuuld be glad the masters 
would be carefull, wl>o tliey lake on board as passengers, for tliis 
misfortune of the Smallpox, on board the brig, was wholly owing 
to a Negro Servant uf Mr. Williams, who had just recovered of 
that disorder; this will at least create us an Expencc of j£;o. stg.> 'j 
You will please to order Insurance lo be made on Cargo, of Hrig, 
Lydia, James Scott Master, as & from Doslon to London viz. on 
Of], Bone & Freight, j£340O sicrlg. in tliirds, with you, Fulger St 
Gardner & myself, at least you will insure my third & F & G. 
Your own you will order as you think (jroper. You will also 

. please lo insure ^800. stg. on vesscll, at least you will insure my 
proportion of her at that rate. You will act your pleasure as to 
your part. . . . rf am now determined not to hold any Concerns, 
nor carry on the whole uf other peoples business, with niy Money. 
1 have long enough done that. 1 nm sorry that the Boston Packett 
is under such an incumbrance. I would willingly lake J. F-*s lliird 
even at the first cost. I am really ashamed to have so many own- 
ers, I wish to have h.T wholly between you & I, and b what ] 
shall attempt in the spring. You are not sensible the trouble 1 
hare. 1 have paid every farthing Cash for the whole cargo of Boston 
Packett, and had it all to provide as much as if J. F. had no con- 
nection with her, and not one Cask of oj'l from him on board her, 
which I think is hard fate, and what I can't submit to, for I can't no 
way advance my owp money and give others the advantage of it, 
and this is not a sudden determination of my own but was what 
my late uncle was freely bent on. even if he had sold the Boston 
Packet! and built another. ■ • ■ 1 

' When ordering negroes lor domestic scrvlfe, Boston merchants were 
cutcIuI lo gel those who had iccovcrvd (ram the !>mnl|.poi. In 1739 
Beter Fancuil sent ihe following onlcr lo hi( London .-igcnt: — 

" P1«K to buy from a ule of fish, foi me, lur the u« of my house, » likely > 
Mraight negro bd as possibly you on, alnut the age ol (rom 13 lo 1; )'*><^ >nd 
if to be done one th»l lias hid the smallpoi. who being for my service, 1 muM 
request the faroi you •rill kt him be one ol n tradable disposition as you ran 
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will «rile >ou fully by Scotl. if OimkI* arc sliipt to order. I 
lull nill k't me know who ilicy arc fur, as it will prevent much 
liU-. I uoiild nisii just mention that many lliings Kliijit on board 
iiin r.icktU to Nt«bur_v, S.ilem, &c. crspocially little things arc 
ks 1i> llic Sliiji .IS tiial fri'iglii i« sddom ubiaiiicd, that the fewer 
u-i- ihc bi'llcr. I nUu uondcr lli;il Kiitdi & others should lka\-e 
I1J1 iin liikird the Itrig Lydin, and mine omitted, but 1 will say 
iiorc iif lids, 1 have ojicned my mind, & \\o\k in future 1 shall 
W ni-;;l<-cl('d for the Nake of transient customer!. 
,1; bi-st Conip» attend you & I am with sincere esteem. 

Your most obed. Servt. 

klKSSKS. llAKNAKU Sl HAKKISON. 



HOSTON, Pftr. 7, 1764. 
ilKXT'' ; 1 li.ivc jusl now recciv'd your favour by Opt. Do;;gctt, 
Am olili^vd to you for tour Expression of Condolence therein. 
U*litni'vi-r I h.-i\c occasion for any sujiplies from your place you 
>' rvly I sli:dl ripply lu you, as tbe ]^x|K.'riences my late unde& I 
[if Miitr fidtlily &i.-(|uity in the Transaction of your Dusiness will 
lilt nif tlicitto. At present 1 am in want of only a few articles, 
lu send 
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in fact. Governor Bernard, in January, issued a proclama- 
tion forbidding it until all other means for controlling 
the disease should have failed. Merchants and traders 
removed their goods out of town, and set up business 
elsewhere, v^ 

"Gilbert Deblois 
did not stop short of 
Weston, with his large 
stock of hardware, 
and had a commodi- 
ous shop and store 
adjoining the house of 
Mr, Josiah Smith, inn- 
holder, on the Great 
Road to Worcester, 
at the sign of the 
Half Moon, near the 
meeting-house. He 
had New England 
mm by the hogshead, 
barrel, or less quan- 
tity, W. I. goods, etc." 
The General Court 
met at Cambridge in- 
stead of in Roston ; 
and while there the 
fire occurred that de- 
struyed Harvard Hall, with the library, etc. Subse- 
quent letters will show us that the HancocVs were 
liberal in making up the loss. 

On Dec, 9, 1764. with orders to his London agents 
in regard to insurance to be placed on the brig Fly, he 
says :^ 
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I should lJ« mucli obliged if your C. H. woiilil l>c ko kind as to 
.tsk Mr. Brookbank \( he has not lost my mcisure. to m.ikc m? » 
iloirn |>ai[s of very neat sliocs, nhicli you will please to send me & 
pr.iy jwy tlie cost, which charge my accl. 

Doubtless the shoes were (or special occasions, as 
,\It. Hancock had a shoemaker in lloston. In a letter 
I if Dec. 1 9, 1 764, he writes to London agents thus : — 

You have a little mem" of Leather &c. from my shoemaker, which 
1 "ould be glad vou would send & charge to my account, consigned 
to me, it may be charged in my Invoice only let llie clieT; of this 
;\iriicu1:ir be mentioned in the Bill of Lading. Mark tlic Package 
H, R. ' 



Other orders under s 



c date are : - 



o Tons best Petersburg Ttrank Hemp — in half bundles, not to 
Xx broke if I pay more freiglit. Tallicrs on each P.undle. 
slronj;ly lied 5: pray Your orders to Stutt lli.it lUey be kept 
ivliolf Si niit bruke on any CnnsideratiorL 
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mcnt of Dec. 25, 1764. \Vc also learn that he had a ; 
store nearer the business centre than his wharf The ; 
location and merchandise are described as follows: — 



•' Slore No. 4, al the cast end of Fnncuil Hal] .\tarket, a j;encral 
aasorlnicnt of Knglisli and India Goods, also choice iNcwcaslte 
Coal.ii. and Irish Duller, chca|i for Cnsh. Said llnncoct desires those 
persons who are slill indebted lo the estate of the Inle Hon. Tliumat 
Hancock, Esq., deceased, to be s]>ced]t in paying their respective 
balances to prevent trouble." 
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itts. kir petck varrf.x. 

av oil tsl-stt. john han- 
hamik-k's i>i\ner party 

■SUN ON THK r^lARD OF SE- 
TIIE TKOVISCe TREASURY. 



IN' 



IfE OF 



II.KS. 



TiiK ik'tcrniinod f>p|w>sition to tlic course of the gov- 
ernment li:i(l a ruinous effect on the business of Boston 
and vicinitv. Oi this Mr. Hancock writes to his Lon- 

(Inn aj^cnts: — 

HosTOi, JiIh'j *I, 1765. 
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Symmes acco> the vessel! is upon Symme* acco<>. the Event oTlfab 
depends upon ihe Orcumttances and Honour of the French Cen> : 
Mr. Symmes writes yoD on this Subject, & as I take him to be an 
Honest, industrious man, I am to beg you will interest yourself in 
this aflair for him & spare no pains to Endeavour to obtain Satisfac- 
tion agreeable to Contract. 1 am confident you can be serviceable 
and hope you wilt be able to recover It for him, as he is greatly dis- 
tressed and is a large concern to hiro. I apprehend Exclusive of 
this contract atlair Mr. Symmes is safe, at least he has thai Charac- 
ter, he is very acliie and industrious. 1 recommend his affairs to 
y — ' you and beg you will sefi'C him all you can. In any concerns of 

yours this wayyou may rely on any service in my power, being with 
esteem Gent 

Your most obed' Serv*. 
r" The affair of Wheelwright's bilure with such aggravated Circum- 
stances is the greatest shock la trade that ever happened here, j 

i^ John Hancock had occasion, in the settlement of his 
uncle's estate, to write to Lady Warren. 

BosrON, yjHuary 5, 1765, 

Madam : You have undoubtedly before iliis heard of the mel- 
ancholy event of the dealh of my lale Unde Tlionias Hancock Esq. 
This circumslance has devolved Ihe Settlement of his affairs upon 
mc and occasions my writing you on ihe Subject of your connections 
with him. The Bond & Mongages of the lale S'- Peter Wanen, 
left in his hands, Ihe multiplicily of nflairs I am concerned in puts 
it out of my power to uiiderlnke the Settlement of tliose mailers. 
That I am 10 request you wili be pleased to give orders lo some 
Persons lu rcceivathe Uands &c. of nie. St at same time impower ihe 
same Cenl" to settle Ihe account wllh me, & give me a discharge. 
I now inclose you the account as it stands on my late Uncle's Dooks. 
Ballance due to you ^47. 19. 4 slerlg. which 1 am ready to pay lo 
yuur order. 1 should think some Cent" of the Law here would be 
most like lo forward ihe seitlement of them, Robert Auchmuty Esq. 
or James Otis Esq. are noted Gent' of the L.iw, either of them 1 
believe would undertake it & think you may rely on their Integrity. 

You will please to lake this maiter under your consideration & 
let me hear from you on the subject. 

I am Madam , 

HonWe Lady Warren Your most obed<- servi- 

Cavendish Square, London, ~ 
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KVrSTIE LAWS MAKE RANKRUPTS. S[R TETRR WARRF.K. 
HANCOCK TklKS TO FORM AN Oil, TRUST, JOHN HAN- 
COCK's financial STUAITS. IIANCfX-K's IIINNI^X PARTV 
wriH WILLIAM ROTCIL CIIOSKN ON THK ROARD OF SE- 
IKCTMKN. IIRAWS FROM THE I'KOVINCE TREASURV. 
1NV01CF, OF SILKS. 



' TiiK clctcrniincd opj>osition to tlie coiirse of the gov- 
ernment liad a ruinous effect on the business of Boston 
and vicinity. Of this Mr. Ilnncock writes to his Lon- 
don agents : ■ — 

nwTflN, y-ni'y II, 1765. 
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Symmes accoi the i-cssell is upon Sjininei accot, the Event ofthb 
depends upon the Circumslances and Honour of the French Gen< : 
Mr. Symmei wiites yoa on lliis Subject, & as I take him to be an 
Honest, industrious man, I am to beg you will interest yourself in 
this allair for him & spare no pains to Kndeavour to obtain Satisfoc- 
tion agreeable to Contract. 1 am confident you can be serviceable 
and hope you will be able to recover it for him, as he is greatly dis- 
tressed and is a large concern to him. 1 ripprehend Exclusive of 
this contract aflair Mr. S)'mmes b safe, at least he has that Charac- 
ter, he is very active and industrious. 1 recommend his aflaits to 
you and b^ you will scne him all you can. In any concerns of 
yours this nay you may rely on any service in my power, being with 
esteem Gent 

Your most obed' Serv<, 
f The afiair of Wheelwright's failure with such aggravated Circum- 
stances is the greatest shock to trade that ever happened here,, J 

7^ John Hancock had occasion, in the settlement of his 
uncle's estate, to write to Lady Warren. 

Boston, fanuary 5, 1765. 

Madau : You have undoubtedly before this heard of llie mel- 
ancholy event of the death of my late Uncle Thomas Hancock Esq. 
This circumstance has devolved the Setltenient of his affairs upon 
me and occasions my ivritin;; you on the Subjtcl of your connections 
with him. The Dond & Mortgages of the late S'- Peter Warren, 
left in his hands, the multiplicity of affairs I am concerned in puts 
it out of my power to undertake the Settlement of those matters. 
That 1 am to request you will be pleased to give orders to some 
Persons to receivc/the Bonds &c. of me, S: at same time iinpotver tlie 
same Genin to settle the account with me, & give me a disch.irge. 
I now inclose you the account as it stands on my late Uncle's Books. 
Ball.-ince due to you ^47. 19. 4 sterlg. which I am ready to pay to 
your order. 1 should think some Gent' of the Law here would be 
most like to forward the settlement of them, Robert Auchniuty Esq. 
or James Oiis Esq. are noted Gent" of the Law, either of thcra 1 
bvlieve would undertake it & think )'ou may rely on their Integrity. 

You nill please to take this matter under your consideration & 
let me hear from you on the subject. 

I am Madam , 

HonWe Lady Warren Your most obcdi> serV- ' 

Cavendish Square, London, " 
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Sir Peter Warren, to whom the reader has been pre- 
\ic.iisly inlrodiiccd, was the naval hero of Louisburg. 
I ic came to lioston in 1 746 with Genera! PepperdI (Sir 
William). He was a friend and business correspondent 
"f Thomas Hancock, whose hospitality he had fully 
I'lijiiyed. At the time of his death in England there 
was unsettled business in IJiiston, which was intrusted ■ 
In Thomas Hancock, as the letters have revealed. A 
(ksccndant of Sir Peter was General Joseph Warren, 
killed at the battle of Bunker Hill. ^ 

On Feb. 7, 1765, in a letter to liarnards & Harrison, 
Mr. Hancock says: — 



I sli.-itl lie gl.i(1 \'oii will l:ike llic trouble to overlook some late 
.i-iiiTs & lie txiilk'it in your nn.sivers, as hillierto we liave luid 
» Ji'|>ly & ik'sirc your Oiti-iidcrntion ihcreon pnnicularly od llie 
li.li -c of n Uoulilt cdmmissiiin on the affair of tlie Provisions from 
nhmil, & svvei-itl oilit-r iiiaiicrs, tefi-rr'd to your dcteim 
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our own produce tt manuf.icturet. We are terribly burthen'd, our 
Trade will deci)', we are really worth a Saving. 1 shall sood write 
you again & am with great respect 

Gent., 

your moat obed'. serv*., 

Jno. Hakcock. 

— <^-^ X ^ »--) 

aJ-_A 9 

Trusts, corners, and kindred terms may be regarded 
as modem devices in trade ; but the wire-puller of to-day 
had his progenitor in Provincial Hoston. Mr. Rotch, 
the Nantucket merchant, had a purpose when he dropped 
in to chat with John Hancock ; and the object of Han- 
cock's extending to his brother merchant an invitation 
to dine with him was that they might, under more fa- 
vorable circumstances, come to an agreement in order to 
control the trade in oil. Witness this letter ; — 

Boston, April i, 1765. 

I duly nole what yon sny of oyl nnd the Conversation you h.id 
with Buxton, Symes & Eiiderby. 1 wish their and your deterniina- 
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tion as lo a limitnlion in the price of oyl could lake cflect. You do 
not si> well know the disposition of some of Iheir connections here 
as 1 do, having hnd frctjiient conferences on the Same Subject, but 
lu no KtTcct. You do not consider the number of oyl Duyera here 
\<\\a, nol Considering tlie consequences, Give any price for oyl for 
ilie snke of getting ilicir Ships away, iho' I am full in the belief that 
tlic number of ship^ in the London trade must soon be Lesen'd. I 
should be very fond of keeping the price down, but if others will - 
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R — b) buy up, wbich you may depend will be the case notwiihstand- 
iDg all your attempu and plans, and even the promise of some here, 
\Ji!it 1 sliall do roy bestJat the same time 1 imagine Rolcli must 
load Devcisoa and CaleT, even if oyl be much higher than ^14, & I 
much Question whether it will be so tow. But if the price should 
break higher 1 must purchase suflicient to load Klarshall at least, 
for it is not worth while to keep a ship to make but one voyage a 
year however this you may rely. I will purchase on as good terms 
as anyone, for you could never inlend that I should not purcluse at 
any other price than your Limits, that would l>e giving the whole 
advantage to others and Elslablishing tlieir vessels iu the Trade, 
but I an better write the stile of things after 1 ha\-e conferred with 
Mr. Rotch. 

Capt. William Doble of this place who is Connected in the New- 
foundland trade, and is now going thither applied to me to mention 
him to your house, he has long been connected with Lane & Booth, 
but has taken some disgust at their conduct, he is largely con- 
nected in llic Fish trade, and is a man of Interest in the Land, he 
writes you, to whose Letters t refer. You may depend on his En- 
gagements & I believe you will find him a profitable and agreeable 
Correspondent on his Branch. You will please to acquaint liim 
with your connections in Spain & Portugal as he ships several 
cargoes thither ye.irly. 

I shall soon forward all my accounts. I have been much con- 
fined in the course of the winter which has prevented my closing 
. those accounts. ' Do write me particularly as often as you can the 
state of things with you. 

1 shall soon look for Marshall, am glad you are like to return 
Scott with a full freight as soon as the price of oyl Breaks. I shall 
then act what I think most for the 1 merest of the whole. 

I shall soon write you again & am with Esteem, 

Your most hble serv>- 

r 

Our Provincial history scarcely affords an instance 
where two prominent people, more unlike in habits and 
tastes, sit at meat together, William Rotch was a non- 
resistant Quaker merchant of Nantucket, and extensive 
ship-owner, having nothing in common with John Han- 
cock in the line of patriotism. The Nantucket of 
1S98 holds exalted traditions of William Rotch as the 
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soul of mercantile honor. His store, built in 1772, is 
standinij, owiiotl by the Pacific Club (retired whalemen), 
and is in pnrt occupied for a custom-house and signal* 
station. There hangs in the club building a picture of 
ihc " Iloston Packet " fitted as a whale-shi^ 

The financial condition o( the Province is well set 
forth in a letter from Hr. Hancock to Bamards & 
Harrison. 

Afril tz, 176J. 

Gk\t; Last night only I received your favour of 7''' January 
b; ilii: ract|iii;ii, and duly note the Contents observe all the Bills 1^ 
ii.-miiit.'i1 you hiclterta advised of are paid; wish to hear ScolIay'sX 
liill is jkiid. I am much obliged to you for honouring my liill, as \ 
also t1ii>se from I'hiiad* could I be so successful iierc as to collect J 
only one Qiiarlcr of my debts, I need not draw any Kills, but such ' 
is ihe scarcity of that article & the Poverty of this country, that I 
cannot [)lace any dependence on monies here, and suppose shall be 
forced to draw farther Uills, for Marsliail & Scott's Cargo unless 1 
^h<>uld lake my money out of the Treasury, which would be hard 
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may purchase for Marshall Sl Scolt & give him all the despatch I 
cao, tho' 1 don't imagine he c.in dep.irt hence till the latter end of 
June from the present prospect. I sometime past wrote jcu that I 
had used my Endeavours with Jona. Ilurnell and Paul Bunker of 
Nanluckett both wealthy men, to enter their Connections with you, 
which they then consented to do, and And by your Letter it took 
effect You may-depend I sliall not be wanting to do your house 
all the kind offices I crm, and when an opening of that kind, and 
I am confident you are safe, 1 shall not fail recommending your 

I observe the Adventure is coming to me as yet have no ac> of 
her. She must be in soon. I shall give Edwatds all the dispatch 
' 1 can. I am sorry you ship'd the Articles of Lemons and Sallnd 
oyl, the former the town u; at present full of and the Litter will not 
fetch the first cost. I have not been able to sell the six chests you 
sliip' me in Hatch it conies so much cheaper in another channel, 
that you will be well off even to get the first cost, however I will do 
the best I can, and push them off immediately at the best price, as 
to the Coals, it is nut the season to disgxise of them, ih.tt unless 1 
can get a tolerable price for them, it would be best lo store them, 
but I shall be better able to determine tlint matter after they .ire 
arrived, at present no niarkett for them I sh.ill howet'er dis|Kiseof 
all the other articles directly agreeable to your order, at the highest 
price. Capt. lllake is no doubt with you long ago. 

I .-im obliged to you for piying the Kansom of Davd- McCtoud. 
I wish to have the whole charge as soon as jjossiblc as Mr. Timothy 
Fitch is to reimburse me the whole amount. 

/ In addition to the cares of his own business,. John 
Hancock had the added responsibiHty of being one of 
the ScIccHnen of Boston. He was chosen on that board 
at the town-meeting of March, 1765. jHis lamented 
uncle had occupied that position for many years, and 
the honor was most gratcfnlly transferred to the young 
man. \ The town early placed the name of Thomas 
Hancock with that of Peter Faneiiil, for he had by his 
last will made provision for an asylum for the insane^' 
Wh ile encomiums of pra ise for the noble acts of the de- 
ceased merchant were being souiidiJlHn the ears of his 
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ncjihcw, who w-as carr)'ing out his requests, there came , 
lu. the busy man rumors of a Stamp Act. Merchant ves- 
sels often brought items of news from over the ocean 
loii^ before any official announcement was mada But 
]K'o|)Ie were credulous of such reports, whether welcome 
or otherwise. , The Stamp Act was ]>a5scd on March 22, 
[765, ami early in April we find John Hancock writing 
to Itarnanls & Harrison, agents in Ixtndon, thus: — 

1 licar (lie slninp acl is like la Like place, tt is very cruel, we 
ucrc before iiiiicli buriliencil, ne sli.ill not be able much longer to 
'.ii|i|i(iit Imilc, nml in tbc end Credit llritnin must fee) the ill elTects 
iif ii. I wimrfcr ihc nicrcb.mis and fiiemls 1<J America don't make 

Minic stir for us. — 

Some of the fortunes of a merchant arc touched upon 
in the following letter to the London agents: — 



1(1 i!ie cf>iLr« nf my connections in TMde bere. 1 have been 
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with Comnion Success 1 m-iy mtret n large Supply out of mj- own 
vessels. 1 have now four vessels nnd believe another year shall 
increase y* number. 

I shall soon write you again, pray write me by all oppr. & fbr- 
ward ine all our acotts. My best Conipl»- attend you & believe me 
with perfect Esteem. 

Gent*- 

Your mosl'obed. & most faithful servt- 

J. H. best respects to his particular friend Mr. Harrison, begs 
his excuse for not writing him by this, hopes he is well, & will write 
him a long Letter. 

.Mr. Hancock writes a business letter to London 
agents, in part as follows ; — 

Rostov, May 13, 1765. 

Gf.nt" : I cannot enlarge having money matters to attend to just 
now, shall soon write you largely. 1 am ashamed that 1 have not 
wrote your J. B., with the St.ite of Sewall & Lewis aHairs, two things 
have prevented, one is liurry and the other a want of receiving the 
rents, I have a promise of it when 1 will remit it him. it requires 
more allenlion, as it was wholly conducted by my late uncle, and 
the matter is not so clear to me. 

I will soon as possible send you all N. Eng<l matters, till time 
will admit you must Excuse me. I am heartily sorry for the great 
Burthen laid upon us, we are not able to bear all ihings, but must 
submit to higher powers, these Taxes will greatly elTecl us, our 
Trade will be mined, and as it is. iis very dull — My best respects 
to you and Conncclions. 1 am very truly 

Gent"' Your most faithful hble. serv<> 

Mrssrs Barkaros & Harrison. 

From what we have thus far seen of John Hancock's 
letters, we must be convinced that a commercial busi- 
ness was conducted largely by correspondence. Many 
clerks were kept busy making copies of original letters, 
there being no labor-saving device then in use. The 
exact date of sailing of a vessel was not at all times 
easily determined, and letters were prepared and depos- 
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ited, and several were frequently sent in the same vessel 
to one agent /— - 

Under date of May 1 7, 1 765, John Hancock writes : — 

I have already wrote you by this opporlunity since which 1 have 
the pleasure to acquaint you that Capt. lildwaTds in the ship Ad- 
venture is arrived in a Passage of t'ii'e weeks from Cowcs! I No 
Acco" of Marshall, hope he will be in soon. I am sorry to tell you 
/^ that the pros|iec1 of the sale of the Adventures Cargo is very Iiidif- 
fereni. I will however do my utmost to obtain the best price, but 
believe I must Dispose of the Lemmons oyl. Bottles & junk at pub- 
lick Auction : the Coals 1 may get a Toierable price for. '^This Ves- 
scll just upon sailing cant enlnrge, but that I uill uite my utmost 
Endeavour for your Interest, & Dispatch the Ship to So. Carolina 
as quick as possible. The ship must have a new Foremast as her 
old one is entirely gone. 

1 shall soon write you again till when I am. 

Your Very Hunib> S;rv*. 

Four days later, to same agents, Mr. Itancock 
writes : — 

Tlie foregoing confirm cnpy of my last, since which 1 hnve re- 
ceived your favours, by the Capt. Marshall Jarvis & Davis, & duly 
note their ront'ents. It wns very unlucky that Marshall was so long 
delayed but there is no help for it. Scott was entirely unloaded 
before Marshall arrived. He Is now Floored with tar, waiting for 
Oyl on which subj« I can't say any more at present, not having any 
advices from Nant«, since my last to you. I shall as soon as possible 
dispatch both hioi and Marshall on the best Terms I can in which 
I shall be very cautious. 
/ The Brig Fly, C^pt. Farrah in a Hale of wind put away for the 
West Indies, and arrived at Antigua, and heard she left that place 
for London on the last of Feby. that sup[K>se she is with you, 1 fear 
I shall be a great Loser by her. ] You must do the best you can for 
me, acted quite right with the oyl men, you Contracted with, much 
belter than to enter into the Law. 

Your Lemons by Edwards came in very bad order, I fear they 
will not fetch the first cost, 1 shall diiipose of them as also all the 
Other articles to the best advantage and Endeavor to act most for 
your Interest in .ill respecis, which has ever been my Study. 
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I am niucli (ilili;;cd fur Your Trouble in sending me the man 
Sltv.-iiiI, .ind for tlic little .irticles for my oicn use, the nun appeal* 
III 1>c a Solwr in.-in ; and ilie articles very agreeable, partk'j', mj 
Silk Cicitlis, a choice of my utvn could not have pleased me belter, 
t.iti oniittcil six jkiir black Silk Hose which would l>e glad yon vould 

TIic servant sent over to Mr. Hancock was doubtless 
a coliircd man, and was particularly for his own service, 
as Mrs. Tlinnias 1 lancock had a retinue of negroes willed 
t.) her by her husliand. \Vc are obliged, howe\'cr, to 
oMtcltidc that the New England climate did not agree 
with this servant, for we read in the Granary Burying 
Gr.iiind, on a moss-covered slab: "Frank, servant of 
John Hancock, Ksq., lies interred here, who died 23d of 
Jan., 1771." We infer that this servant must have been 
f;iit1)fiil to his master to have merited and received this 
mcniurial stone, so uncommon at the gnivcs of that class ^ 
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I think I have somewhat conducted thereto and I shall ever sti 
to cultivate our Friendship and promote Your Interests, but re; 
Gentlemen when I find I am wrote to in a manner 1 think I do 
deserve, and in Terms that I judge you do not write your other < 
respondents, I can't help being uneasy, for I will venture to say 
one Person makes larger or more timely remittances than I 
This matter I referr to you, & beg to know why I canH have as m 
indulgence and Credit, as others, for I look upon it that I left Si 
dent in Your hands even to discharge the cost of the whole Go 
by Marshall. 

However to avoid any reflections I now inclose You Harri 
Gray's Bill of Exch« on Jasper Mauduct, Esq. dated 2ist May \ 
238. in my favour, xzXnt Two Thousand Pounds sterling, W 
paid You will please to Credit my accost* therefor, after whic 
beg I may know the state of my accost* and that my accot<* c 
may be sent including every Charge. If you would send my 
count oftener I could better judge & I desire my accost, may o 
every six or nine months. I do not want to put any one to 
Inconvenience of advancing money for me. 

I would not have you think that I am disposed to enter into 
disputes, farr otherwise, but should be glad to establish myse 
little better than I think I am at present. 

I hope soon to hear from you. I shall write you again she 
when I hope^to be able to be more explicit as to oyl. I will 
patch Marshall and Scott as soon as I can. 

Whenever I may be usefull I beg you improve me. You 1 
rely on my best Ser\*ices. My Sincere wishes attend you, & bcl 
me with great Truth, 

Your real & Faithful Friend & Servant 

• 

The above, like others, seems to be a continuous let 
sent in instalments. In it we find that Mr. Hanc 
.has been obliged to draw on his deposit with Harri 
Gray, the Province treasurer. 

While John Hancock was struggling to keep pc 
with his agents in England, and safely conduct his 
tensive business through the precarious times, the 
subject of discussion in the town was the arbitn 
unconstitutional innovations of Parliament. 
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The town at length adopted a letter of instructions 
to their rej)rescntatives in General Court, in which they 
spoke of the distress 

of the trade o( the | g;iSj;Ea;i"^J^ ' ^y"r.Bigi ■;•>?; rrJ ig 
I'rovince, etc. 

On June 7 Mr, 
Hancock writes 
n^ain to Itarnards & 
Harrison, tolls them 
i.f the loss of the 
lemons, poor sale of 
oil and bottles, and 
of a more fortunate 
disposal of the coals. 
He concludes thus: 
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in no demand here. 1 have therefore come to a resolution to return ,< 
them to you by Marshall. 
/ The ship Adventure, Capt. Edwards will de])art for So. Carolina 
in two days. 

The ship Boston Packett, Capt. Marshall will, I hope, depart for 
London in eight da)'s. 

The brig Lydia will soon follow Marshall. Her oyl is engaged. \ 
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CHAPTER IX 



UVAl.KV TETWKFN HANCOCK AND KOTCH, JOMM HANCOCK 
AS A FINAKCIAL AllVISKR. TKADE WITH MADRID. CUMFAS- 
SIU.V FDR THF, AUF.D. JOHN IIANCIXK'S SHIP LIBERTY AND 
1IKK FIHST COMMUNICATION TO LONDON. STAMP ACT A 
CKtrP.L HAUnSHlP, STAMPS ARRIVE. SEVF.RE TREATMENT 
(IF OLIVER A-jn HUTCHINSON. NKW BRIG HARRISON. JOHN 
HANCOCK WILL NOT tlE A SLAVE. HANCOCK MAKES A 
RECORD FOR rOSTERITY. 

Thk rivalry between Hancock and Rotch comes to 
i.^ht in a letter of July 6, 1765, in which Mr. Hancock 
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eoce u to purcliases, and Ihis I cannot alwayi EAect without occa- 
siooally drawing, & almost the whole of those bills rest nith*}-ou. 

The custom of using the Province treasury as a bank 
of deposit comes out more clearly in a letter of July 6, 
1765: — 

I am now to acknowledge the reccijit of j'ours of 14 Nov. & ii 
Jany. and agreeable to your desire now ioclose you the State of the 
Treasurer's note you left in the care of my late Uncle. I also inclose 
your account as it stands on his Books, by which you will see you 
have Credit'for the Cash received of Mr- Wallace, and as my late 
Uncle wrote you he could not get it into the Treasury, it has lain 
ever since for your order. Vou will observe that the whole of the 
note becomes due next June, after which time I don't think it can 
be continued, as the Province is in no want of Cash, and they 
have offer of the loan of any sum at five pr cent. I should think 
it would be most for your Interest to order it home, as I could not 
advise you to put it into the hands tA people here. I should judge 
it too precarious. Tliis, I submit to you, and what ever Resolutions 
you may lake respect'g it, you may depend on a punctual & cheer- 
ful compliance from me. The Priie in tlie New London Lottery, I 
fear will never be recover'd. 

You \iiill please to let me know your determination about your 
monies Sl your orders shall be Executed. 

My best wishes attend you. 1 am with Tender of my best 

Sir, 

Vour most obed'- hW« Servi- 
Tren<iurerM NoteH belui>„-:iii; to Capl. David Allen left by him in 
the Care of the late Thomas Hancock Esq. which are now in the 
hands of John Hancock & lay on accox & Risq. of s^. Capt. Allen, 

One Note il.iiod t6ih Fcl^. 1763 pay* so June 1766 £tAi 

One do " ao June 1764 " 10 " 1766 140 

One do " 30 Mar 1763 '■ 30 " 1766 ia3 

One do " 6 July 1763 " ao " 1766 134 

Inst. oQ above notes Due from the Dales. Capl. David Allen of 
the Koynl. Under Cover to Z'- Tho. Willsoo Dean Street, So Lo. 
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On July 31, 1765, Mr. Hancock writes to London 
agents thus : — 

U.> -I'liil me I)}' .M.irs1ial1 six |>ouiiiis l>«si Hyson Tu in Caiu*ten 
S: I l).n. boulus Itsi L-ivendeT Waier. 

Aj^niii on the same date he writes: — '■ 

Siiici.' ihe forfgoiii;; ngrc(;alil<; to 3 forn>er jwomise I have been 
iil>li;;vd to (Ir.iw un yuu >if this date in favour of tlie Hunt>l*- Thomas 
KliKkt'i nisq.! No. 11, fuT J^2y>. stj;. which you uill pivase to honour 
.iiid cliatjit to my nccount. 

1 nuw inclusv you Il.irrisun Gray Lsqr.* Bill on Jasper Mauduct 
li>q. of ilie dale No. 38. in my favour fur ^1500 stg. 

On the following day, in a letter to some agents, Mr. 
Hancock writes: — 

MtLoiid returned here by way of West Indies. I am much 
oblijjed lo you for pay'g liis ransom the whole account of which I 
bci; you will forivard me ini mediately. If you will please lo look 
ovL-r i>ur hilt Co. Lviters of ly'" Dec' 1763. you will find we llitre 
dcsiii'd you to remitt s' M' Cloud at Krcsl, Five I'ounds Sterling 
if 1 an- 
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Youog HMD before his Father, whether he had receiv*d it, he toM 
me he had not, and that he never heard from you lill Your Letter 
to him respecting his ransom. 1 then asked him why he took pas- 
sage to West Indias !t he told me he had not wherewith to carry 
him to London. You wrote me you had ordered him a supply for 
that purpose, he says he tarried at Peacince Rve weeks, wrote 
you three Letters but had no answer nor no Supply. 

I was greatly surprized at it, & it really reflected great Careless- 
ness upon me. I as fully depended you had sent the ^5. ttsk also 
the supplies, at Penzance as ihal the ransom was paid. I am heart- 
ily sorry fur it, £ sliould be glad to know the truth of it. 1 had 
rather lost more money out of my pocket than it should have so 
happened as I undertook it out of Compassion lo the old people Sc. 
to serve them but suppose it could not be helped. 
I am in haste, 

GeD< Your Real Friend. 

The following letter introtliiccs the reader to a firm at 
^Indeira that becomes of interest as the correspondence 
advances : — 

BnsTOS, July jj, 1765. 

Cent" : The long Correspondence that Subsisted between your 
house and my late Uncle (of whose sudden death you have undoubt- 
edly |>c^ tliis lime he.ird), induces nie to apply to you for my supply 
of wine from your place not doubting but you will use the same 
judgment in your choice of it as for my late uncle who Itad a high 
opinion of your Fidelity. 

I am now, therefore, to desire you will please to send me by the 
return of this Vessell on the lirst good opportunity to this pbce two 
pipes of the very best Madeira for my own Table. 1 donH stand at 
any price, let it be good, 1 like a ricli wine. 1 need say no more to 
you but that they arc for my own use for their cost you will please 
to draw Hills on Mess. Bernards & Harrison, Merchts, in London 
at Thirty d.13 s' Si^lit, which will be duly honour'ri mark iheni H. & 
1 should be ghid you would put some private mark on the pipes ac- 
quainting me of the same in your Letter as there is danger of their 
being chang'd among a Cargo. 1 wish you health and happiness 

Gent: 

Your most oUedt hble Servl. 
Me!>s. Lamak, Hill & Bisstir, at Madein. 
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In a letter of Aug. i6i 1765, is seen the record <A 
naming the vessel which scands out so prominently in 
the history of the ojicniiig Revolution : — 

1 nrole yiiii sotnctime nj^o that 1 hnd been ul)li;;c(l in the courae 
of my liDsinrss to t.ike a ni'tv sliip and dial 1 iwogMiwd her for South 
Ciioliiu. 1 li.ive >iiicv (telerniinetl lulo:)(l lier for Ijtndon, and she 
i> ii.>w l.>.i.!iii^ r.i>.l. She is Ciilk-il the l.il>orty. Henry Smith, Maa- 
ttr. an'l 1io|ic uill sail in zo >lays to your ndtlresx. JuM as Scott 
n,i, ruicil ii]>. Iheoyi ^ol in from the Kivir and 1 ihon^lil it best to 
>lii]) sKiiiv e.idy by nUich means am in hopes to obtain a tolerable 
Illicit 11ierrr.>r.' V.m shall l« inteu-sled one-half if you pleaw, this 
^lli]I sli.ill ]iro|Hise to you to l>c sold and if .she will fetch a good 
)>rl('L-. if nut to iiroeecd to New Caittic of ubicli more by her. 
\Vli;iUlii>ne is at 3 j{, ni" at present. 1 am ni> piirdiaser. 

As I nm liudini; Smitii, nyl ready Money. 1 liate drawn a few 
Hills 111! Vou ^s at botltiin which yuu will please to honour. 

In ;i k-tler iif Aug. 22. 17C5, to his London agents, 
the iirHlcrciirreiit nf Mr. Hancock's feehngs bursts forth 
ill ihe following nianticr: — 
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I have been so Excessively Busy since Scott sailed that I must 
once more & for the last tinis on this account, ask your pardon that 
I aip not now more Explicit I shall now sit myself down as fast as 
I can to Compleat our accounts, & fonvard by Jacobson who will 
sail in 14 days, you must Excuse me till then. 

The following articles please to send & mark H. S. 

jib*. deepest Prussian blue. 

8>b». best U. D. Vermillion. 
50*^ white Copi)eras. 
2oJb»- umber. 
looo'iM- softest Spanish white. 

2Gro. siz'd Pencils. 

I am with unfeigned regard 

Gent 

Your most faithfull & obligM 
hble serN**' 

^ ' The state of excitement in Boston is indicated in a 
letter from Mr. Hancock as follows :-t- 

BosTON, A//. ii» 1765. 

Gent: I have only Time to tell you this, I have drawn on you 
two riills viz. 

Ann Colvill, No. 22, £^ 65 

Roger Hale, Esq. •• 23, 100 



which )ou will please to honour. 

I cannot write now, we are terribly confus'd here, if the Stamp 

Act takes place we are a gone people, do help us all^'ou can. if 

the ship stays will write you further, have just received yours by 

Davcrson, with inclosurcs, not time to examine. 

1 am in great haste, 

Gent. 

Your hble senant. 

Barnards & Hakkison. 

News was received in lk)ston in July that a quantity 
of stamped paper had been shipped for America, and 
early in August a list was published of those who had 
been appointed to distribute stamps in the colonies. 
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Tlic name of Andrew Oliver for Massachusetts was' 
ani.my llicm. 

As the arrival of the famous 
M.impt was an event of great 
ni.miciit ill llie I'rovince, so the 
itiicr which records the fact 
cinn.it fail of enlisting the at- 
iLUlion ol re;ulers: — 

BosTos, RrJ4. 30, 1765. 

(iKSi"-: Since iiij- h»l I li;ive re- 
n-iv'il \uiir f.ivuur liy Cnpl. Hulme 
uliu Is arriv'd litie nilli the most dii- 
;L;ir.f.»lile CuniiiiiMlily (say Stamps) 

lli.il ivtre CUT imiKirted into litis Coun1ry& w1i.it it cairy'd into 
i:\.ciiiii.n i\ill entirely Sta^nnie Trade lierc, f.M- it if univentally 
ikii riiiiiit.-(l larc never lo siibmil to it nnd llic i>riiici|ial inerch" here 
nill l)_v no miMns carry on Ilusinoss uniler a Stamp, ne are in the 
uiin.isl Confusion licre and shall be more so after the first of No- 
iinilit-r^^ noiliiii;; IjuI the rej)eal of llie act will ri»hten. the Con se- 
j iif its takin;; |>l.ice here uill l>e bad, & attended wiih many 
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Grievance, and to determine whether Instructions shall 
be given to the Representatives of the Town in General 
Assembly for their Conduct at this very alarming Cricis." 
It was voted that instructions be given, and John Han- 
cock, as a selectman, was one of the committee for that 
puqx>se ; this work was faithfully done, and our young 
friend was full of the spirit of the lengthy document. 
They also chose a committee to draw up and transmit a 
vote of thanks to those members of Parliament who had 
labored in opposition to the Stamp Act./ 

At a town-meeting on the 27th inst., to choose a rep- 
resentative to the General Court, in place of O.xenbridge 
Thatcher, a prominent lawyer, deceased, John Hancock 
received several votes ; but his friend Samuel Adams 
was elected. It was at this court, in session in June, 
that steps were taken which resulted in the Continen- 
tal Congress. / 'Iliere was great unrest throughout this 

r^ and the other Provinces J On the 14th of August there 
had been a decided outbreak in Boston. The stamp- 
officer, Oliver, was hanged in effigy. A company of 
patriots assembled, burned the effigy, and destroyed a 
building in Kilby Street, supposed to be intended for 
a stamp-office. They then proceeded to vent their ill- 
directed patriotism by destroying the property of Hon. 
Andrew Oliver. This was followed on another occa- 
sion by attacking the house of Lieutenant-Governor 
Hutchinson, who was also chief justice. In the mean 
time, the governor, Francis Bernard, and the council, 
on Aug. i4^flFered a reward for the conviction of the 
offenders. /The town, in open meeting, put itself on 
record as entirely against any such demonstrations. 

"^ John Hancock was aware, officially and otherwise, of all 
this trouble ;fand he retired to the seclusion of his office. 
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i,ul wrolc to his ngcms. Bamards & Harrison. Tlie 
letter «:is dated Oct. 14. 1765. and. after dwelling at 
.^.iiiic length iii»n their running accounts, coiitinned by 

saying : — 
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' The new Brigi I set up in thirds with jou Rir Ver &. Ilnrncll & 
mj-sclf, which 1 have called the Harrison, I liavc at lenglli Dis- 
patch'dj She KaM'd for Nanluckelt iilh lns> compleally filled fur 
the -wa, and ax pretly a Veasell & as well Executed va \ ever s.-iw n 
VcKiell & 1 think tolerable Dispatch. I have Recommended to Dar- 
ker & Rurnell lo give her the greatest Dispatch in L<i.-id'g & as 
soon as I hear from them Respecting the Cost of the' Cargo I slmll 
write vou for Insumnce. 

^ Tliis Vessell I suppose you will Load back to me in the Spring 
if possible, vvrh tlio' 1 question & this Leads m^ to the most mate- 
rial Subject 1 have Touch'd upon lo you, I need not Tell you I 
mean llie Stamp act. The Ruin of this people mu^t be the Conse- 
quence of this act's Taking ])lace. Our Trade here will entirely 
Stagnate, for il is the united Resolution & Determination of the 
people here not to Carry on Business under a Stamp, we siiall lie in 
the utmost Confusion, here after the 1st Novr & nothing but the 
Repeal of the act can retrieve our Trade again. Persons who have 
V'cswlls here may now Clear ihem onl before the tsl Novr but those 
th.it may arrive after, must lay up till ihc Resohilions of Parii.im't be 
known, if not Repeal'd yon may bid Adieu lo RemilLtnces for the 
past Goods, and Trade in future, your Debts cannot be Rccovei'd 
here for we shall have no Courts of Justice after the 1st Novr & I 
now Tell yon, & you will find it come to pass that the people of 
this Country will never Suffer themselves to l)e made slaves of by a 

Submission lo that D d act But I shall now open to you my own 

Determinations. 
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If M.irs1i.il X Sciitt or either of them (y.t'*' it not \-er)- pTobal>l«). 
stiiiutd.irrivc I icrc before the isl of Nuvrl can clear them out Loaded 
or nut l.<>.itlct<. & w^ I will do. but if they arrive here after that 
<t.it<;, 1 .shiili iiiiliMd them, & tl:iul ihcm up so we shall have no 
Sl.inip iii.isr. iiiir Sl.inii>!i Sufler'il to be Distributed *-'l> I pray God 
m.iy oitr In; llic case my & every Vesscll is liable to be Scii'd, be- 
si<li'<i it U my inv4ri.il>lc opinion that this Act is uncnnslilutional & 
CI iii-l llic K\|)cnsi; of which tvc arc' not able lo Support ; that I Itave 
coiiii: lo a SiTi'ius Rc^uiiun not to send one Ship more to Sea nor 
to luve any kinil of Connection in Ilusincss underaStamp; that 
you must not have even the Least Expectation of seeing Marshall 
or Scutt Kclitrn lo you this Fail. I have dyle now by me. & the 
Cash i>'<l for ii Mifticient to Load Marshall but 1 will sooner close the 
nliole than Subniil to TaVe a Stamp — nay, I would sooner subject 
niy«elf lo Uie liardesl Labour for a maintenance, than cany on the 
Ilusiiii.'!;^ 1 now do under so great a Iturthen, & 1 am Detcrmin'd as 
soon a; 1 know ilint they are Ucsolv'd lo insist on this act to Sell 
my Slotk in Trade & Shut up my Warehouse Doors Thus much I 
lold our r.ovr llie oilier day, & is what 1 am absolutely Delermin*d 
lo abide li)', without some very extraordx intervention, indeed, w* 
is not likely — lam very sorry for this occasion of writing so Ixilrfly, 
X III being obliged lo come to such Resolutions, but the Safety of 
io\stlf A ilie Country 1 have the honor lo be a Native of require 




88 jonx HANCOCK, nis book 

gmt)y aflect Great Dritinn in tlie End, and Trade once lout is not 
easily Relriev'd, you nill not mention my name perticularly in those 
matiem, I write thus much & pray you will use j'our Innueoce for us 
to Extricate u^ out of our present Smie — 1 should now have Sent 
my Demand for a Sprhig Supply of Goods to Come in the Brig* 
Harrison, but upon mature Deliberation I am Resolv'd at least for 
the present, not to send another lni-» to London, or Carry on any 
Business in thai way, a^ under this additional Burthen of the Stamp 
Act I cannot carry it on to any profit nnd we were before Cramp'd 
in our Trade & sufficiently Duithen'd, that any farther Taxes must 

I sliall shortly Expect Marshall here, 1 could wish he might ar- 
rive before the ist Nov when 1 can clear him out, but othemise 
lie must lay by, I will Sell yon my proportion of Ship & Brig> St 
others if you can get any one may Conduct them, for I will not be 
made a slave of wilhoul my own Consent. 

1 shall soon write you again & it must be soon, with what [lapcrs 
1 can g.;t Ready for af;er the ist Nov 1 sup|>o<ie I shall not be able 
to get a t/;tler to you, as we shall have no Vessel! Sail for London 
after that Time. , 

I am in great Haste, with Respect ^ 

Your Sincere Friend but an enemy to the Stamps. 

rs 

This Letter I jiropose to remain in my Letter Book as a Stand- 
ing nioniimcnl to posierity.& my children in jxirticular. that 1 by 
no means consented lo a Submission to this Cruel Act, & that my 
best Represcntnlions were not wantg. in the matter. J 

Mr. Drake, in " History of lioston," says of John 
Hancock, "He was early secured to the patriot sitle; 
and, once having taken that elevated and enviable stand, 
he ever maintained it withont wavering." 

The tone of the foregoing letters would lead to the 
conclusion that John Hancock was never wavering in 
his convictions of duty, regardless of his great wealth 
which was at stakcJ 
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CMAITER X 

I'KOPI.E REFl.'SE TO USE STAMPS. LARGE TAX PAID BY THE 
IIANCIK-K KIKM. EVIL FOREHOniN-GS UF NOVEMBER FIRST. 
M.AVES IS THE COLONIES, IIOSTON INSTRUCTS REPRESEN- 
TATtV>3 IN' r.F.NERAL COURT. JOHN HANCOCK APPEALS 
TO IIKAVKN. SKNIW TO LONDON FOR DOtlKS — A ClfT FOR ' 
KAkVAKD COLt.EGF- JOHN HANCOCK IN DESPONDENCY. 
SHIPS r.oiUlS WITHOUT STAMPS, COODS ORDERED ON CON- 
DI I ION OF THE REPEAL OF THE STAMP ACT. NO TELE-^ 
I'HONE. KIDKS TO LEXINGTON. 

The stamps came; but as there was no one having 
commission to receive them, they were lamled, by order 
of the Governor, at the Castle. The General Court ■ 
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jljent exertions in' the Late warr, a Debt I know not when we shall 
discharge, and to comfort us we must have the heavy Burthen of a 
Stamp Act to grapple with ; we are amazingly taxM here. I be- 
lieve I may Venture to say that not a man in England in proportion 
to estate pays tlie Tax that I do. What would a Merchant in 
London think of paying j£400 Stlg ann. which my Lite uncle paid to 
w this Province & county; his Taxes from the year 1757 to 1763 
amotd. to j£26oo Stg., and I now pay yearly to this Province & 
county near jfjoo Sterlg., besides all duties. Imposts, Ministers & 
many other which are additional Taxes, and pray do you think we 
ought to be further Taxed or that we are able to Support the Griev- 
ous Burthen of the Stamp Act. No, Gentlemen, there is not casTi 
enough here to support it, and pniy where are we when ou r Cash is, 
gone or indeed where will you obtain your remittances, certainly if 
^ our Interest will not arouse the people on your Side, your own I trust 
will, and once stop our Trade, you must fail of your remittances. 

Next week the first of November comes, the consequences of 

which will be an entire stagnation of trade. Navigation must 

:case, and I ho^ie eternally will, rather than submit to so cruel, 

^^ Grievous and inhuman act. I speak for myself. I never will carry 

w ron Business under such great disadvantages & Burthen. I avIII not 

*^ ' be a slave. I have a Right to the Libertys & Privileges of the 

English Constitution, & I as an Englishman will enjoy them. We 

shall be in a most shocking situation after the ist of November, & 

our state entire confusion, and nothing will reinstate us but the 

repeal of this act. 

'Vou cannot expect any orders for the go'^ds in the spring, at 
least not many; for my part I shudder for th: consequences. I 
nnnot, however, but have som? hopes that the Parliament will re- 
lieve us & give us a free trade which will enable us to pay our Debts 
to Great Britian, where in short all our money centres. But with- 
out Trade we nor no Community can submit. J?o exert yourse]A-es 
for us. It is your own Interest as much as ours. I ho)^ Marshall 
will arrive before the ist of Noveml)er, othenvise he cannot return 
to you. I have the Oyl by me. I will sooner suffer the loss of it 
than l)e a slave. 

I shall write you fully by the going ship. Coffin in the schooner 
is not arriv'd, by him Expect to hear frogi you. 

I am in much haste, can't now add but that I am w'^ perfect Es- 
teem Gen«- "^^our faithful hble Serv«- 

Barnards & Harrison. ^ 
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T!io term "s.'iivt," s(» freely used by Mr. Hancock, . 
was n cDDinioii expression of the time In the town's 
iit-.tiin;ti(ms to their Representatives in General Court, 
we read, " If taxes arc l:ii<I upon us in any shape, with- 
mit luir haviii'; a Icfjal representation where they are 
made, arc we not reihiced from the character of free 
siilijocts to tlie miserable state of tributary slaves?" 

\ij;n) slavtry was a custom which ])revai1cd at this 
time very generally among the more wealthy families of 
tho colimy, especially 111 IVtston. Several attempts were 
made to jjut a slop to it, but to no avail. A Tory wri- 
ter of the time said there were two thousand slaves in 
Itoston. 

The condition of these nejjro menials may have oc- 
casioiiLd the eNjiression to which reference is made. 

Ill tlie instructions to their Representatives the town 
furlher projiosed that, "As the I'rovincc still lies under 
a very yrievous burthen of debt, occasioned by the war 
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Cash 4nusL.go to answer the Expenses of the Act, w<* in two or 
three Years will fall of itself, as there will be no money left to De- 
fray the Expenses of its further Continuance. But with Resp:;ct to 
myself, I will be the last man that will submit to Take one, 1 how- 
ever hope things will not be carried to such an ill judged extremity 
as to Enforce the Act, as the fatal Consequences of it will I)e as 
much felt in the End, by Great Britain, as by us ; you can never 
expect to Receive your Remittances from hence, & you may depend 
we shall be obliged to Live without your Manufactures w«^» strictly 
speaking we can do without. You must exert yourselves fo]^us_& 
1 hope soon to hear that the Parliament will Listen to our Decent 
Remonstrances, & not only Repeal this Act but Redress many other 
Grievances we Labour under w^h we are not able to support. 

Pray send us good Tidings, we are & shall be a very Distressed 
people, but Beg wc may be Relieved. 

I am Gent« 

Your Faithfull Friend. 

Messrs. Baknards & Harrison. 



It is a relief to the reader, as it must have been to 
John Hancock, to find another subject besides that of 
the Stamp Act occupying his mind. It appears [In a 
letter dated Oct. 28, 1765, to Thomas Longman : — J 



It is some time since I heard from you with the Magazine§.&c.-wclx-^ 
Beg in future you will please to be Regular in sending. I cannot 
tell the state of my accost with you. I desire you will please to call 
on Mess. Barnards & Harrison & Receive of them whatever Ballance 
may be due to you. Give them your Rec». & send me your acco" 
Ballanced. 

/l now inclose you a large Inv^ of Books, which I desire you will 
please to send me, pack'd in the best manner and marked L H. 1 
must Recommend to you to be very carefull in the collect of these 
Books, that they be the best Editions & well Bound, & that you l)e 
particular in sending every Book mentioned in the Inclosed Inv". if 
to be had at any price. I must also further Recommend to you that 
each & every book be neatly Lettered & as there are several Pam- 
phlets, wrote for in this Invo, I desire instead of their Coming in 
pamphlets, wch are apt to be soon Defaced by use, that you will be 
mindful to Bind as many together as will make a neat volume & let 
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lliciii l>c .i-\ si-nt in thai n.iy. Lettering on llie Itick, that lh«y may 
lie Liiiiuii. l'in>ii llic nliole, I Rtcunimend to yuu lltal tlic whole 
,.f ihi-i: llu^.k-. bo vtT)- iie.il,ttcll cliusi-ii. & OiaTged at the Lowcit 
priic^. :is tlic nlinli; uf lh»e lloiiks Mc a pFL-scut frum mc to our 
CuHl'-i- Libtiiry in Ci in bridge. 

'l'1iL-->t: iHiiiks. 1 ^haII h(ii>e you nill l>e able to send me in the 
Siiiiiij;, Wlifii evi-r they arc ready to ship, 1 desire jou will apply 
1.) Mc-s. 11.11 ii.itds & Harrison, ivhii will give you Directions lo Ship 
iliL'iii. in .1 \'<.'^>.L'1 ul mine. . . . Tlicsc Itooks you will pnck in 
TiiinL> ,^ c.iii-i-ii llicm lo me. Send mc Inx^ of Cost, & write me 
tiR- Ti'ini~ i>f Cri.'<lit & you may Kely t shall m.ike you a punctual 
keiiiitt.ini.-i:. llii;ri:fore. if il dues not suit yuu lo jMil up tlie>« llooki. 
Mill »lll |>1i'a-.e In <>ive Xii'n lelier & Inv' to llaroards &. llarriMHi 
»b<> will scud iliL-ni tome. 

1 sli.ill ho ;;t.iit iir all ii|)|>iirl unities lo render you or your Friends 
.iiu -.LTiitt's liLTe, & am willi Comi'limi-nls to you & M"*- Lang- 
man, Sir 

You- most riied. HumW* Servt. 

Yim nill acknciwlcdijc the Rec'of lliis A jiray use your Endeav- 
ours th.-it tlie Hooks m.iv be sent in the Springj 

Hv a yitc of the President and Fellows of Han-ard 
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vard College; and has continued until the present time, 
the firm name being at present Longmans, Green, & Co., 
their London address being the same as it was one 
hundred and seventy -two years ago — Paternoster Row. 

The sign of the ship has been in continuous use as a 
trade-mark of the firm since it served as a sign under 
which the first Thomas Longman did business, and 
furnished books to the dealers in Provincial Boston. 
(Appendix L) 

The second letter to this firm is under date of Nov. 
^1^ 1768. In this Mr. Hancock informsThomas Long- 
man that George Haley, his London agent, will settle 
his account with interest, "which is just, as the bill has 
been due for an unreasonably long timt" 

With the many cares of private and public nature 
engrossing John Hancock, he finds time to attend to 
business for Thomas Longman. It appears in the fol- 
lowing letter : — 

Boston, Stay 18*, 1770. 

Sir: Yourhvours of Dec. z* 1769, & Jnny 3'J 1770 .ire row be- 
fore me, & duly nole Ihe Conlents. In Consequence of ibe Rec"- 
of the former, .is Mr. Meln w.is absent, 1 inimedintely atlaclied 
evcrytliin^ I could find of Ills ERccls for the benefit of you & Wright 
& Gill & the mnUer is now in Uie Law. The Eflecls are in the 
Hands of the SherifT. .ind .is soon as it has gone ihro' the Liw, & 
ihe Effects lurn'd into money, the neat proceeds sh.ill be remitted 
you. .ii)d you will determine the settlement between you and Messrs. 
Wright & Gill. Tl>o' I fear even the Whole of his Effects will fill 
vastly short of the Debts, but I have got all Si. could have no more. 

You nil! please, as I am now greatly hurried, to present my re- 
spects to Mess Wright & Gill & acquaint them. 1 will render 
them every service in my power & will write them by next Opportu- 
nity. Cannot You get further Security of Mr. Mein in London. 
Vou may rely 1 will do all in my power for your Interest in this or 
any other matter. 

I am with Great Respect Sir, 

M*' TllOUAS Longman. Your most obedt Serve- 
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Mr. John Mein, above meiilionetl, was an extensive 
boiikscllor of the time in Biiston. I lis place was known 
as ihe London liookstorc, and he ctaimoU lo carry a 
stock of ten thousand vohimcs. He is credited with 
having established the first circulating-library in the 
town. Drake says his shop was on the north comer of 
what is now Franklin and Washington Streets, where, 
ill addition to books, he sold Irish linens, etc. John Mein 
wns connected with the publication of the Boston Chroni- 
cle, the first senii-weckly in New England. This was an 
org:in of the Loyalists, soon became uniMjpuIar, and w:a 
suspended in 1770. Mein was not in sympathy with 
Ihe ]>atriots, and so conducted himself as to become 
very obnoxious. The rhymester of the time, aroused 
by Ihe acts of this bookseller, wrote the following: — 
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oner in the King's Bench for them. . . . Mr. Mein had no real 
estate here, my attachments were on the Shop, Books & the ma- 
terials in the ])rinting office which are small. What the amount of 
these attachments will be it is impossible to determine, until they 
are sold, which can not be until the Law has had its course. Books 
are very dull sale here. 

On Dec. 3, 1770, Mr. Hancock sends to Mr. Thomas 
Longman for more books for himself, and in April, 1771, 
writes the following : — 

Sir: Your favrLy Cipt. Scott, I duly Rec'd with the Box of 
^ooks in good order, as also my acco*<> which I shall soon order 
yoO payment of. I note what you say Respecting Mr. Mein. His 
conduct towards you is insufferable, & 1 am informed, he with his 
associates have taken great Liberties with me, but I Despise them, 
being confident that their case and false representations can do me 
no Injury. 1 wish I could see a copy of Mein*s affidavit and hope 
you will be able to obtain it*. I think you have acted very right 
towards Mein. You have an undoubted claim to Security & you 
will find on the settlement of the matter here, it will fall vastly short 
of their Expectation & manifest their suggestion to be utterly 
groundless. 

Nothing has occurred in Mein's affairs since my last to you on 
that subject. I am in hopes soon to Receive your answer thereto 
with the necessary Inclosures, as soon as I am possess'd of them 
you may Rely I will prosecute the affair to the end. 

I am with Tender's of Service & Respects, to you & Mrs. Long- 
man, Sir 

Your very humbi« Serv«. 
Mr. Thomas Longman. 

Mr. Hancock reports progress from time to time, and 
on Jan. 31, 1772, writes: — 

I am now to Acquaint you that I have Recovered final Judg- 
ment in your Sl Mess. Wright & Gill case, against Mein & Execu- 
tion is levied upon the Books &c. & the Appraisers will finish the 
appraisement this Day, after which I will take the most prudent 
steps to convert the whole into money & as soon as Realized shall 
be remitted to you. I am confident the whole of Mr. Mein^s Effects 
will fall vastly sliort of your Demands & this I mentioned to you 
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'"S ^;J" ^ I-viiieos ibc iiroprktj' o( your Conduct in arresting li 

1 Knsl-iml. TIiL- Gfiil" :i|)prniserE 

11- Mr. i:rl«ar.ls. Mr. Knox. & Mr. 

.i'i-il.>n, all »l>oiii I U'licve you 

iii.«, luivc l-cfii very faitMull. I 

Ii:i1l a<hi^e y»\ .is ) };o on & s«nd 

.,11 the C.-il.>),<'4iic of llic lt»oU & 

tL'i>i1<iri- [(.-Uiifc 1o iliis nuticr. 

ThcMaiiciick IcttcrstoLmig- 

iinn furnish lis with evidence 

if niDfC \V[iys in which the po- 

itical slate <^f affairs had its 

Icmorali/in^ effect. Meiii, as 

I [HiDr debtor, jx-rhaps made so 

)y his stand un public matters, 

led til I.i)iidi)n, where he vent- 

;il his wrath nj^ainst Hancock ami the leading ixntnots. 
He was but one among the 
many sufferers who left ihc 
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Gent": I wrote you some time ago for a few articles w^i^ no 
doubt you will send. Those Articles I fear, will be the last I shall 
import as our Grievances are so heavy & I may say cruel, that Trade 
here must Stagnate. I flatter myself, considering the Amazinjsr 
Taxes we pay here for the support of Governmt, that the Parliam* 
of Great Britian would have been rather induced to have relieved 
us, than to have added to our Burthens. I think I may Venture to 
say that not a man in England, in proportion to estate pays so great 
a Tax as I do & people in general here pay heavier Taxes _in_p xflb^ 



portion than the people of England. We can very ill support so 
cruel an act as the Stamp Act. in short there is not a sufficiency 
of money^mong us to sup|)ort it three years, & what will become 
of us when our Trade and money is gone? It is such an act as I 
hope in God will never be executed here ; for my own part, upon \ 
Serious and mature consideration, I am invariably Determined not 
to carry on business under a stamp, nor ever subject myself to be ' 
a slave without my own Consent. It seems to be the United Reso- 
lutions of the whole Continent not to submit to this cruel Act. The 
consequence of its taking place must be the Ruin of us. & I think 
we are a people worth saving & our Trade so advantageous to those 
who Conduct it on your side worth keeping, I however hope the 
Parliament from the Remonstrances they may Receive will Relieve 
us & I ho|3e soon to hear a Repeal of the act. if not we are a^one^ 
people. Our Trade must cease & Great Britian will finally feel the 
Bad effects. We sliall not be able to take of your Manufactures & 
we can do without them for my part under such Burthens, I will \ 
never Import a single manufacture of Great Britain nor carry on \ 
my Business under a Stamp to enrich I know not wha I beg you 
with the other m^rcht* would use your Influence to extricate us & 
1 doubt not on such Representation we shall be Relieved. ... If 
at any time I may render you or your friends any senice here, I 
beg you freely to Command me. 
I am with sincere esteem 

Gentn- Your faithful & obed. servt. 

The foregoing letter was written while there was fresh 
in the mind of John Hancock the great demonstration of 
Nov. I, when more effigies were hanged, and when bells 
were tolled, while vessels in the harbor displayed their 
colors at half-mast. Hancock, with other merchants who 
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were tjcitiiig vessels ready for sea, took out tlteir papers 
before Kin'. 1, regardless of the date of use, thereby 
.-i\i)idiny stamped clearances. On Nov. 8, Governor 
llcniard prorogued the General Court to Jan. 15. But 
a bill [or the relief of the i>eople was in the hands of a 
triiinniincc when the court rose. The following explains 
hdw a vessel went to sea from Hancock wharf: — 



Boston, Da. ai, 1765. 
Ce\ts : Tins I hi>|>c jou will reccii'e Itjr tlie sliip Uoston Packet. 
|u1iii Mai^liall, cuninur., wliiili Is now fully loaded willi (f>) l, A 
liavc (k-.iri-il liim otil at the Custom house, t)ie ufficcra certirjing 
ili.it no Si.-inijis arc tu be liail. which ii actually the case, & you may 
■cly ilic pi-iijilc on llic ConlinenI will never consent to the Grievous 
iii|Hmiii>n (if ihc Sl.imp Act. Our Cu&lom house is now open aa 
iMial i^ dv.ir.-incc taken without sLimps. That I apprehend there 
A ill l>c nt> risijiic un your siilc, here. 1 am under no apprehensions. 
Shiiulil lliL-ro Ijo any Difficulty in London as to Mar.shalls clearance, 
e to represent the circumstances ihal no stamps could 
obtain a mure Ke^lar Clearance. In 
1 Lliink I .imioi.eiuMifie.l.&am imt Ibbic 
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The above letter was written soon after the public 
demonstration of Dec. 17, when Andrew Oliver was 
made to appear under the Liberty-tree, at the corner of 
Essex and Washington Streets, and take his oath that 
" he had never taken any measures to act in the office 
of stamp-master, and that he would never do so, directly 
or indirectly." In the company of officials who wit- 
nessed the act was John Hancock. 

This episode at the Liberty-tree was but one of many 
experiences that occurred to hinder the young merchant 
in preparing letters before the sailing of the Boston 
Packet. A warrant had just been posted at the Town 
House, calling a town-meeting ; and the selectmen 
dropped in after business hours to the Hancock counting- 
house to discuss the all-absorbing topic, embodied in an 
article of the warrant. It was late in the afternoon of 
that December day ; and as they drew around the open 
fire, who should enter but Samuel Adams, The com- 
pany drew back; and the circle was enlarged to admit 
another chair, placed by the servant, to which the new- 
comer was conducted. It needed but the light of the 
candle to reveal to all that the last caller had serious 
purposes in miKd, for his lips were never more firmly 
set than at this moment. The young merchant did not 
fail to extend a cordial greeting to Mr. Adams, although 
he had been the successful candidate over him in the 
recent election of representatives to the General Court. 
The excitement of the hour was not so great as to 
cause the merchants to forget the ordinary courtesies 
of society; and they all took a pinch from Hancock's 
gold souvenir box, and snuffed to the contempt of 
George III. 

" If we pass that memorial to-morrow," said Mr. 
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Adams, " « c must choose a committee of our best legal 
men to present and enforce it. It is useless to petition 
the Governor and Council unless we have some emphasis 
bclund it." 

Tliis met with a ready approval on the part of each 
of the sL-kvtmcn and other gentlemen present. The 
memorial, nmghly drawn, was already in the side pocket 
(if .Mr. Adams's snuff-brown seedy waistcoat. It was 
freely discussed before the company left the merchant 
to conchido his half-written letters. 

\o private business deterred Mr, Hancock from a 
pnimpt appearance at Faneuil Hall the next morning. 
The memorial was passed after a hot discussion on the 
floor of that famous building. It set forth that the 
Courts of I,nw had been shut up, for which "no just 
and lej;.i] reason could be assigned." The petitioners 
"humbly" requested "that his Excellency in Council, 
ivith whom the CNCCutive power was constitutionally 
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the two days of atljourntncnt, John Hancock a|>plicd 
himself to his letters. 
To London : — 

1 am now to .icqiinint you that I am onc-lialf owner of llic Urig 
IndusUr, nitli Paul Hunker, gone to jour adilress. Ileiekiali Ilun- 
~l:cr masler, and you will please to credit my account with you for 
one-)ialf the freight slie may make, as also credit my .iccount fur 
one-lialf tlie produce of Tar, Pilch, Oyl. and Slaves, i-c, shi|ipe(l 
by Paid Bunker on board sd. brig. Since the foregoing was wrote, 
I have the pleasure to acquaint j'ou that the brig Lydia, Captain 
Scott, arrived here the 15th instant, the only vesitel from London 
since Atarshall. No account of Unice, Davis, Jenkins, Davcrson 
nor Jarvis, who sailed before Scott. ' Our brig Lydia is certainly a 
fine sailing vessel & very Lucky. By the Lydia I am fevored with 
yours of 23d of October, inclosing llill of Lading & Invoice for my 
goods on board him. I am extremely sorry you did not ship my 
Lemons on Marshall, as 1 should tlien hai-e got 60 stg. & Uox 
whereas, now you liavc sent them in Scoll, llicy will not fetch me 
3 per cenL I wisb you would be so good as always to ship me the 
wliole of my orders as I liate alwa)-s a reason for my conduct and 
orderjnhicU is only known to myselAJ 

I note that my Ship Liberty was safe arrived with you, & am 
glad her cargo was like to meet so good a sale. I wish you may 
be able to get a freight for ihe.Liberly^to some port or other, & I 
I should be glad for this place, llio' 1 see no great prosiject. I 
wish I had ordered Fifty Tons of Hemp in her but I doubt not you 
will do your utmost for my Interest. 

I have heretofore wrote you so largely & expressed my Senti- 
ments so freely on the Subject of the Stamp Act that I think I need 
not add more to convince you that it is highly disagreeable to the 
whole continent, nay further that they will never submit to it. Ycu 
can well judge from the account you have long e'er this Receiv'd 
from America haw we are circumstanced and should have been glad 
of your opinion on the Subject Pray write me by all ways & oppor- 
tunities how things are like to tum- 

Thcse letters give iis a glimpse into the cares of John 
Hapcock. We sec somewhat of the extent of his for- 
eign trade, which, with his domestic business, must 
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lin\c I)ocn very extensive ; an<I no stenographer sat at 
his loft Innd to catch his dictations between calls, but 
vory many of his letters ninst have been penned with 
his own hand, aUhoiiijh an assistant may have mended 
the jx-ns. 

Lcavin;; his letters still oiK'n, John Hancock makes 
h;istc to I'anLiiil Hall to attend the adjourned meeting, 
when the rci>ort of the legal committee is presented 
aiul voted unsatisfactory, and the meeting adjourned to 
Dec, 3fj. The merchant had time to complete his let- 
ters. With the heat <if the town-meeting discussion 
upcin him, and the gibes of those who opposed the 
anion of the town to goad him, he takes his pen and 
writes : — 

1 c.in only fiirllicr say lliat I pray your liest influence for us. 
Nulling will (juict and ic-iiisi.itc us but the entire repeal of ihU 
ciiiel SUinip Act, ;in() pray GcmJ grant us that relief. 
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I cannot carry on my business to any advantage & I cannot be a 
Slave to cniidi Placemen.* 

It is not the telephone that has occasioned the appar- 
ent repetitions in the foregoing letter, but the calls of 
such men as Samuel Adams, who only make the writer 
more determined ; and he adds sentences for emphasis 
after each retir e. \ Who that has compassion for a "* 
nervous, overworked merchant of these days, during the 
uncertainty of tariff legislation, can fail to sympathize ' ' 
with this young merchant, as in those early months of 
his entire dependence upon his own judgment, his uncle 
being dead, he faces the manifold cares of the Hancock 



In addition to all that we have thus far seeii was the 
care of the real estate and the great home: There was 
solicitude for his honored aunt, so suddenly bereaved of 
her noble husband ; the negro slaves willed to her were 
quick to know that " Massa Hancock " was no mora 
The stock of cattle that grazed over the pasture on 
Beacon Hill needed the oversight of an interested eye, 
or they would rapidly depreciate in value. A\Vho could 
have thought pi envy as he watched the Hancock char- 
iot roll out of town, conveying the honored widow and 
lier overworked nephew to I^xington to get a little rest 
with Parson Oark and Mrs. Jonas Clark at the family 
hearthstone. 

■ Placemen, those who hold pmitjonii under Ihe government. In thii 
case the officers sent over from England to enforce levenae lam. 
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CHAPTER XI 

EVKR KEAhV TO AID WORTHY YOUNG MEN. HANCOCK 
NKIil-t^TS MIS OWN nuSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF HIS 

cuus'tkv. a uenekal husinhiss agencv. list of 
mkhchanft associated with hancock. orders goods 
in case the stamp act is repealed, " hancock and 
his crew." loss by wreck. com>nel henry brom— 
fielh. kichakd clark. Hancock in town-meeting, 
garrison supplies. 

John IIanxock, in the midst of all his burdens, was 
ever ready to aid deserving young men who showed a 
talent for business. By the llriton he sends to Bar- 
nards & Harrison the following: — - 



liy Capuin Scoll, as I li.ive not tiinc now. ( slnll send joi 
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John Hancock has the added annoyance of being fre- 
^quently reminded by his agents abroad that he is be- 
'~> hind in his accounts, and that remittances are overdue 
In reply to one such he says: — • 

I have been for some time pnsl engaged in public matters with 
Kspvct to the Redress of our present Grievances. So that I am 
prcvenled fullilling my promUe of sending all accounts by this. 
They shall be sent by Scott and Hunker. Our Cuslom House is 
DOW open without the use di Stamps, & we are in hopes the Courts 
of Justice will be opened shortly and things go on the usual way. 
1 hope tliere will be no difficulty with respect to the Marshall dear- 
ance. If the Stamp Act should be laid aside. You will send all m; 
goods, & pray let them be of the best kind. 

Inclosed you have JIary Baker's Certificate for four months Pen- 
sion, (fi. 13. 4, when paid you will please to pass to my credit. 

By the foregoing it is seen that Mr. Hancock inter- 
ested himself in securing from government a pension 
for the widow Mary Baker. 

The following affords a glimpse of that famous lawyer, 
James Otis, as he enters the counting-room at Han- 
cock's store, and presents his bill for legal services, 
Mr. Hancock having employed his friend and neighbor, 
Otis, to attend to some business for a friend in Lon- 
don: — 

In our Company Letter of 38* Oct. 1763, we Inclosed you Mr. 
Otis' Receipt for cash p*- him Eipenccs etc, for account of Arthur 
Jones, and desired yon to receive it of Mr. Jones, and Credit our 
.iccount but on looking over Your acccM I find no credit for it, & as 
1 have not included it in Mr. Jones' account now sent him. 1 In- 
, close you my Bill on Mr. Jones for £^\. Stg. amt. of cash p* Mr. 
Otis, which you will please to get paid and credit my account for the 
same. 

You must Excuse me that I cannot send you all accounts by 
this, I have not been able, we have been terribly confus'd here, but 
hope wc shall soon be redresi'd, I have not yet had time to exam- 
ine the accounts you sent, but shall finish all matters to go by Scott. 
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Other men cnll in time to secure Hancock's attention 
lu oilier business before the sailing of the vessel, wit- 
ne.'seth the following: — 

tnclus'd k a jmncr nf nitorney to your C H. from S:iiii' & 
l-;b' llionn iif lliis ToHn, u also 3 Nuie trf hand due from T. Ja» , 
(liiuliyi'f ('■iinisty fur / 5 5. 17. 8. Lawfull money. 1 lake Ihe Lil>- 
vriy to jir.iv tlie fntour of yuur (i. H. to obtain payment tlterrar, 
wliii I1 » ill miicli tiblige ilie persons. I shall esteem a favour, when 
tccil. Viiu ivitl pic.ise tu piss (he amt. to my credit and send me 
.iihicc uf it uilii the Charges, .iltendin;; lliat I may pay the ISrowns. 

My bt"it wislies attend )ou & I am with unrcigncd Truth. 
Gent. 

Your real Friend & obed' Serv>- 

Thc appcnJcii |»:iragraph afTords a sii^^stion of the 
extent of John Hancock's business, and recalls the 
iijtnes of niercliants and firms who constituted the busi- 
ness element of Boston at the close of 1765, or as 
I'liglisli merchants were allied with those of Boston. ■* 
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I think 1 should not lie cli3rj>'(] \f C' on all the Dills, as one 
half is for purchase here for jour acco"- 
Messks. Bakmakds & Harxisox. 

Edward Wigglesworth was an importer of British and 
India goods, and kept in Marlboro Street. 

Others have appeared in this correspondence, and 
subsequent allusions are made to several of them. 

Under the date of Dec. 21, 1765, Hancock writes to 
Devonshire S: Reeves thus : — 

I have sent you no fully my .sentiments on the subject of the 
Stamp Act that 1 think 1 need not add more lo convince you that it's 
highly disagreeable to the whole Continent, & I have strong hopes ' 
that the Parliament will relieve us. 

Inclos'd 1 send you small order for Goods 10 be sent me by the 
first Spring Ship in case the Stamp Act is repeal'd, but if the act be 
. not repeal'd, I must desire you will not send me one article in the In- 
voice, this is in consequence of the United Resolutions of the Mer- 
chants here & tlie other Trading Towns. & I have wrote to all my 
Correspondents in London to the same Effect, if the Stamp Act is 
repeal'd do let the gooils be well put up & cjiarg'd at the loweiit price 
(or which I will make you a punctual remittance. 

1 wish you health & happiness & am 
, Gen<- 

Your most obed'- Servt. 

The adjourned town-meeting of Dec, 26 was held, 
and its action, with others, had a great elTcct ; and the 
final result was, that the courts did proceed without 
stamps, excepting the Probate Court at Boston, of which 
Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson was judge. He soon 
resigned ; and Guvernor Bernard, after some delay, ap- 
pointed Fo.ster Hutchinson. He was ready to comply 
with the Sentiments of the patriots. " Hancock and his 
crew," as they were derisively called in England and 
among the Loyalists on this side of the water, had a 
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|m\vei(iil inllufiicc at this time of the Revolutionary 
pciiixl. . Ni) more trying winter can be imagined than 
tliis "f i;6j-i76(i Ilusiness was largely suspended, 
ami all was uiucrtainty ; no goods were ordered from 
:ilirii;i(l iink'ss accompanied with the one proviso, the re- 
peal lit tlic Sl;imp Act. \ There were foes from within 
as well as (roni without. There were not wanting many 
WLalihy, lumored jK-ople, who sincerely believed that the 
socallcd |)atriot.s were wrong, and were bringing ruin 
uiKiii a happy and 
prospeiuua class of 
the subjects of the 
king. Honored 
pastors ileiioiiiiced 
tliL-scbolU acts from 
I heir pulpits, and 
fcr\eiitly prayed for 
(Init's mercy upon 
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' On Jan, 22, 1766, he writes to his London agents : — 

I wisli jou would give me the earliest notice in the Siiring how 
you think the Price of ojl & Ilonc will Govern next Summer as 
also I'olt Aslics, & n^"" Sort of Ojl You would advise to be largest 
Concera'd in, ns 1 am determined the Coming Year (please Cod I 
Ywe) to be more Ltr^cly Concern'd in o)l, Ikinc & Pottash than . 
ever. If you cnn Advise the least prospect it may answer, 1 s1ia!l 
hotrevcr abide by Your Advices, but am Determined to push in 
these Concerns & not h.tvc it in so many hands Si should be gla<l to 
' know Your inclinations as to a concern. I suppose You would be 
fond of, and in the Imlfi 1 shall ship none in Comp* with Fulger, 
excc^it what go^ in the RostoD Packett of wt*> You will duly 
ailvise me. Do Justas You please, but 1 would not have You o]>cn 
Concerns with any others in that llranch, ns it will hurt the whole, 
& I will Venture to Kiy no nian here can command more oyl or so 
much as n)yseir& You may rely I shall always purchase on the 1>est 
Terms, as I pay my Cash on the Delivery & tliat will alwa)'s Com- 
mand the hlaikell.^ 1 am sorry to tell you that I had the misfor- 
tune to have a Looi] of Oyl cast awny on the Back of Cajie Codd. 
Vcs&cll entirely lost, but had the good luck to save nlmost all the 
Oyl, which was put on IIo.ird another vesscll, but the wind being at 
this season to the No. West, She is not yet up. but hope she may 
soon be here. I only wait for that oyl to Dis]Kilch Scott v\<h will be 
u;> the first Southerly wind. The vessel that brought uppart of the 
uyl on b'd .Marshall was Cost ashore on Cape Codd, but luckily got 
olT without much Damage. 

Agreeable toa former promise,.! have been obliged to draw on 
You 3 ftfW Bills, as at Bottom in fav Wm Phillips for Mr. Brom- ' 
field who was a passenger in Mai?:liall. & in favr Mr. W" Gardiner, , 
who is passenger in this vessell, as they Rest with You. I must beg 
You will duly honor lliem. 

Mr. Henry Bromficltl, above mentioned, was later 
known as Colonel Uromfictd, He was a prominent 
merchant of the time, and made frequent trips to Eng- 
land in the interests of his business. He was connected 
with the Fayerwcather family by an early marriage, and 
later with the Clark f.imily through inarriage with a 
daughter of Richard Clark, a merchant of distinction 
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in Boslon. The darks lind a store m King (State) 
SlfLLt. kiiliard Clark was one of the consi;^ecs of the 
■■iilinox-iiis ton," and was obliged to retire for safety to 
the Cistle at Ihe time of the tea-party. Bromfield, to 
osc-ijic troiilito, which he plainly saw was inevitable, pur- 
rhasccl an estate in llar\-ard, and retired to it soon after 
tlie (>i>iiiin{j iif the Revolution. He never gave up the 
Contiiicnlal costume, but always adhered to his large 
jxiuilercd wi;;, stjiiarc brown coat and vest, with broad 
l>(>ckt.ts and l.ipcls, black small-clothes or breeches, nice 
.silk Ntockings, silver knee and shoe buckles, and carried 
a •ji>ld-lii.'aded cane, lie commanded the respect of the 
])i.<ii)lc of the retired town of Harvard, where he is still 
i:k:isantly remembered. When he left the society of 
Jnlin Hancock and other merchants of the day, he took 
with him a negro body ser^■ant, Othello, or "Thurlo" 
as he was belter known. This slave formed a very 
Mri.n;; att.ichmcnt 
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at Han'ard may be read, on a well-kept stone at an 
isolated grave, the following : — 
OTHELLO, 

THE FAITHFUL FRIEIID OP, 
HENRY BftOMFlELD 

Came from Africa ahovt 1760, 
Died 1813, Aged about 73. 

Colonel Bronificld's grave is in King's Chapel Biiry- 
ing-groiind, Boston. The family monument is, like that 
of the Hancock family, at Lexington. 

John Hancock finds it difficult to collect the bills be- 
longing to the estate of his deceased uncle; and in this 
letter of Jan. 2, 1766, he writes to his agents: — 

I should be very gbd you would endeavor to obLiin pityment 
of tlie Bills sent you by my late Uncle long ago— say Shirley's, 
Gorhams, & m.tny others, 1 can't but think the Government tvould 
pay Shirley's Bill if applied to. Do use Your Endeavours for me, 
for wih I shall be much oblig'd, it is hard 1 should lose them. 

I am in gre.tt hopes to despatch Scott in ten days ; in short, we 
are in such an unsettled state & in so much confusion that it is im- 
possible to sit down quietly to do Business. But I sincerely hope 
we shall soon be re-insiated in our former Situation by the Repeal 

or setting aside that unconstitutional, cruel & D d Stamp Act, 

wch lias done tbe Colonies more Injury than will be Recovered in 
many years, pray use your Influence for us. By Scott I shall send 
jxni an Invo. of goods for the full supply of a shop 10 come, if the 
Stamp Act be repealed. 

1 wish you the compliments of the season & am with the most 
perfect esteem, 

Gciitm., Your Real friend & most faithful Humble servt. 

The adjourned town-meeting was much more quiet 
and peaceful. It was voted that the representatives of 
the town in General Assembly use tlieir influence that 
justice be duly administered in the counties throughout 
the Province, and also use their influence that proper 
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inquiry be made into the conduct of any who have aided 
ihe Stamp Act. The meeting then dissolved. This re- 
lieved the selectmen, and John Hancock had more time 
111 devote to his own affairs. Ever ready for any hope- 
ful Imsincss venture, he continued a line ptirsued hy his 
lanicntcil uncle. It aj>pears in the following letter: — 



'ROSTmt, Jaiiry i6lh, 176& 
Tlie (lel.iy of tlic Relumi of llie Suiacj of ihc Trovisions at 
;liigiiPClii & Annn|}ulis and of sending; to me Ihe Conilcmned Pro- 
■ision, before w''> 1 coiild not liave complelcd Your accounts, Has 
iLcn <Iie ocdsion that I have not lill now ivrole & Transmitted 
am nccis. «■•!• circumstance I hope will plead my excuse with You. 
. . I also enclose your accl. of supplies for your conlract of joo 
iifn ir. Noi'a Scotia and charges attending it to June 25th. I en- 
lose Your accl. Itallancc due me j£i34o, 3-8. sterling for w<* sum 
have drawn a scl of Hills of Exchange on You in favor of Mcssn. 
i.irnArds& Harrison, mcrchts., in London, which you will please to 
lonur anil balance Ihc commissions nulhoriMd between us. I have 
iipplieil provisions to Ihc Garrison lo carry on your contr.icl, on ihe 
nj;r[iiin.-nl it shall continue it, till one of us gives the notice 
cifiL-d ill tlie article for an alteration, and I am now to acquaint 
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CHAPTER Xll 

HANCOCK RTAKTS A YOUNG HAN IN BUStNESS. BOLDLY DE- 
CLARES HIS RIGHTS. INTRODUCES WILLIAM BOWE&. HE 
SUI.1CITS RUSINESS. MF.RCMANTS IN LONDON FEEL THE 
miSINESS DEPRESSION. UTTERANCKS OF THE PXF.55. LIB- 
ERTY TREE. HANCOCK ON COMMITTEE OF RESOLUTIONS 
FOR TOWN OP PLVUOUTH. - - 

In a letter of Jqd. i8 to Barnards & Harrison, he says 
he has purchased a lar^e quantity of naval stores for 
the garrison at Nova Scotia, and adds : — 

I hope the Brig, nill arrive safe & meet a good market, pray 
obtain tlie best jirice for the wlialebone. it is very good. 1 have 
had it by me for some time, 1 hope it will net a good proiiL ... I 
also enclose Your acct. of amt. of Iloston Packett*s last cargo, in 
thirds wilh you Folger & Starbuck & mj-self 3mt. lo ^j820, i. 7. 
Laufull money, one third the produce of u-<^h you will pass to (he 
Credit of my acct. X95S* °' 7^ stcrl'g lieing cash psid by me for 
your third cost of Boston Packcits Cargo in Boston. 

He notes the purchase of the brig Lydia "at ^982 

. 13J. grf., with charges of £,(>\ \2s. 9*/., making the 

whole cost cotnplete for the seas ^£1044 61. 6</." Of 

another plan to start a young man in business, he 

writes : — 

Inclosed you have an Invoice of Goods to be put up & sent me 
in the spring as early as Vou can, if the Stamp art he Repealed, 
otiier ways not. These goods. I beg may l>e well chosen 4 Packed 
& charged at the lowest Rates. My design being to put them in a 
shop for Retail in which T shall place a young man who has been 
wilh me since my late uncle's death — as my brother's leaving the 
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store occisioned my wanting more help just at that juncture, as I 
kill a muliipticityof nffairs 10 attend to. Of whose abilities I have 
a hi^li o|>iiiiun >t shall now make tryall as ivell for his advantage as 
my onn & if it ariswcis I shall order the goods after these to be 
cliargcd lo liis accnt. 

As another apology for seeming neglect he writes : — 

1 have wrote you so fully on the subject of our Grievances & I 
liiirtheiis iliat I shall not add on that Mead, only say that if we are 
nut Ki-licvcd our Trade is gone Sl we/ a Ruined i>eople. 1 shall 
at once drop .1I] Connections with BuNincss', for I am so much of 
an En^li-vlinian tliat no power sliall force me to carry on Business, 
the I'lofits of which to be a])plicd to I'lacc men, who we should be 
much blotter without than with them, neither is, nor shall my Prop- 
erly be al the Controll & Service of any one that pleases to demand 
it. w'h 1 am sorry to say there is loo great a probability of its being 
the case. But I am invariably r>eterniincd ta^ support my Liberty 
and rro|icrty at ye expense of every thing else & will be free in a 
fri^e Coimiry & under a (ree Government. I have a Right to it & 
no man a Ri^ht lo Deprive me of it. You may depend that by 
ni'V'i npporiimiiy 1 will close & send you all accounts of Vessels St 
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We now notice Mr. Hancock's first intimation of 
aiding his relatives. William Bowes, hereafter men- 
tioned, was a cousin 
of the merchant ; 
he was one of that 
flock of children 
of the Bedford par- 
sonage, cousins of 
John Hancock, who 
took such delight 
in the visits of the 
finely dressed boy 
who came out from 
Boston with his 
uncle and aunt to 
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get the country air. He writes :- 



My ]>articu1nr friend & Relation, Mr. William Bowes, is Passen- 
ger in Captain Scolt. he proposes spending six or ciglit monlhs in 
England. 1 tate the freedom lo recommend him to your Panicular 
Notice & Civilities, (vd" I doubt not you will cheerfully afford him !l 
nhich 1 shall Esteem a favor. He is a gentn. of good mind, Sober, 
Honest & Industrious, & very Deserving, & one 1 have a high opin- 
ion of. 1 wish him a happy sight of you. I Refer you to liim for 
all matters stirring here & hope his Visit to you will Estnblish an 
agreeable Correspondence with you. I beg the favr. of yor. Lest 
. advice & assistance & that you will in all Respects grant him yor. 
Counten.tnce. Should ^tr. Bowei hat'e occasion for money at any 
Time, I pray you will plense to supply with what sum or sums 
he may a]>ply to you for even to the amt. of one Thousand or Fif- 
teen hundred pounds sterling, »<)> Charge to my acct. advising me 
thereof. 1 sh.ill by next opportunity Transmit you some Remit- 
tance, as 1 would not by any means put you to the inconvenience of 
advancing for me, when I can possibly avoid it, Tho' it will some* 
limes happen so, & when it does I am ever Disposed to make every 
s,itisfaction ; but Considering the extent of my Business 1 hope you 
nil) think I do pretty well. '. 1 must Refer to my next, being now 
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RciliiccU 10 ilie c%'cning to finish my Ij^titrs, & am Determined 
Scoll sliall sail esriy in the morning. Sliall soon ttrite you again 
«liin )ou may Rely 1 wilt close & send all accts. bctttccn us. My 
>irict'rc wishes altcnd you for Health, Success and every kind of 
Kclliily & bi'licve with greatest Tnilh 

Gciitn., Your Kcnl frieml & mosl rtilhful humble scrvl. ^ 

Ml'ss. Uaksamiis & Habkison. 

L'nitcr the same date Mr, Hancock writes: — J 

Sliould llip Stamp Act be repealed & our Criei-ances Removed 
I shall ENtcncl my ISusiness & in all my demands from your place 
wbully apply 'o your house, and having the highest opinion of your / 
FiUolity & liilcgrily, I purpose next season to Build a vessell of 
about no Tonsto keep Running between this & Urislol, having 
a person to put in her who has long been in my Employ. 

^ Jfjhn Hancock was not sjioilcd by coming suddenly 
into possession of a great business and fortune. It 
seemed to be bis ambition to maintain the good repu- 
tation which his uncle, Thomas Hancock, enjoyed, and 
also to 'Dcrcasc the business. If vanity was at times 
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ilj wish yoa ct'crj kind of Felicity & whenever 1 may be useM I 
beg yon frecty ci 



To Messrs. Devonshire & Reeves, q 

On the same date he writes to recommend Edward 
Jackson, a brazier, to the firm of Bamards & Harrison 
for credit. On Jan. 25, 1766, he writes to Bamards & 
Harrison: — 

Captnin Freeman arrived here last night, but not a line from you 
— I should be heartily glad (o hear from jou on the subject of our 
American aflnlrs. If we are nol relieved our trade is gone, for It is 
the United Resoluliun of this Continent not (o submit to the Stamp 
Act, as we look upon it .13 unconstitutional. Am very glad that 
j-ou begin to feel the ill consequences of ihe Stamp Act, & I look 
upon it that the Stoppage of Imjxirting goods & the bilure of Re- 
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mitlances, tt-ct" must fail if our Trade be gone, will have as good an 
Effect as we can Desire, & I pray you will exert yourselves for us. 
as to the Rashness your G. H. mentions, we have been guilty of 
I look upon it Ih.tt no such rash measures have been taken in what 
particularly respects the Stamp Act. The Injury that has been 
done the Lieut. Cov'r. was <|uiie a riiflcrent affair, tc was not done 
by Ibis Town & is what I nbhor & Detest as much as any man 
breathing, and tvould go great lengths in Repairing his Loss but an 
opposition to the Stamp Act is highly commendable, when I say 
that, I don't mean that every step that has been taken is so, but as 
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a pfopk & 3 wide extended Counlry the genera] Dislike & opposi- 
lion 111 the act is commendable. Ilul 1 have said enough to con- 
vince you "f my Dislike to it & I pray ne may be relieved. . . , 
My friend \Vm. Iktwes went in Scolt. I Beg your particular aotice 
of iiiin & prny my hearty I^ve to liim. Do ^v^itc me oftea, pray 
tend me by C.ipt. Marshall a peck oCstcel filings to use instead of 
I Hack sand. 

To ^fFJssRs. Uaknauds & Harrison. 

I lancock's sentiments written to foreign agents lacked 
none of the spirit of some utterances published in the 
papers of the time. They boldly denounced the Stamp 
Act as unconstitutional, and said, "Shall we not, then, 
nil, as one man, join in opixtsing it, and spill the last 
drop of our blood, if necessary, rather than live to see 
it take place in America?" 

It was at this time, Feb. 20, that there was a cere- 
mony by the Sons of Liberty, who caused to be placed 
on l.ibcrty-Trce ' the following : — 
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much for the interest of Gr«al Dritain as ourselves to Ease f>ur 
tfade & in the case of the Stamp Act, there seems a necessity of 
Repealing it for almost to a m-in ihroughotit the Continent, thuy 
are determined to oppose it, but I ]io|>e very soon to hear some 
good acct. from yo«. Do give nic Hie earliest notice that the Par- 
[/ liamcnt determines. I imagine the I!rig_Harrison will be the first 
Vessel here if the Stamp Act be repealed. You will have goods 
enough to load Marshall & Scott. Tho. they will be here late, 1 
will Endeavor to have Oyl rendy fur Ihi-m. I have now several 
wlialing vessels of my own i in about three trceks shall fit them 
■ out, that iillh common success I shall have a large (juantity of Oyl 
& Bone. I propose being pretty largely concerned the coming year 
in purchasing Oyl. 1 beg your opinion as early as possible as to 
oyl Sc bone. ... I think 1 can venture to say that no man here 
can better consult j'our Interest in all Respects than myself. I hope 
soon to hear from you, my best wishes attend j'ou for all Kind 
of Felicity, & 1 ara with best Compliments & sincere Professions of 
Friendship 

Cent" 

Your Failhfull & mos' obed" 

HumW* Scrv< 
Mrss. Dakvahds & Hai 



The animal town-meeting of March brought added 
cares to the busy merchant. Besides a re-election as 
one of the selectmen, he was chosen on a committee 
with Samuel Adams to draw up a letter of thanks to 
the town of Plymouth, in recognition of one from that 
town .iddrcsscd "To the Respectable Inhabitants of the 
Town of Boston," in which was expressed most hearty 
concurrence in all their recent acts. What part John 
ILincuck had in the preparation of this letter is not 
known, but it stands on the records as a memorial of 
the sentiments of the town and of the committee. It 
concludes thus : — 

"That the si>irit of our venerable forefathers may 
revive and be diffused through every community in this 



/UXCOfA' O.y COMMITTEE OF SESOLUTIO.VS lit 

\m\A \ that Liberty, Civil and Religious, the grand Ob- 
ject of ihoir View, may still be felt, enjoyed and vindi- 
cated by tlic present Generation, and the fair Inheritance 
Iraiismineil to our latest Tosterity, is the fervent wish <A 

tliL- nietro]>o!is," 
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CHAPTER XIII 

THE REPEAL or THE STAMP ACT. THE WELCOUE NEWS 
BROUGHT By HANCOCK'S VESSEL. .THE PUBLIC REJOICING. 
HANCOCK FREELY TREATS TO MADEIRA. INSCRIPTIONS 
TO LIBERTY ENGRAVED BY PAUL REVERE. HANCOCK IN 
GENERAL COURT. 

On Afarch i8 the Stamp Act was rciwalcd, but it 
was two months before a copy of the act of repeal was 
received in Boston. It was expected, however, as is 
seen by the following letter to Devonshire & Reeves : — 

Boston, March aj, 1766. 
I hope soon to hear of the Repe;i1 of the Stamp Act ll is such 
an oppressive & unconstitutional act that I am persuailed the Parlia- 
ment upon consideration wilt Relieve us. I am much obliged to 
your good office in this matter. & hope your Representation will 
meet success. Please to send 100 Doz. Pins No. 4. ; 10 Doz short 

On the same day to Barnards & Harrison he writes : — 

I have wrote to Messrs. Devonshire & Reeves of Bristol to Draw 
on you for It^dance of my acct. When llicir hill appears t pray the 
fav'r. You will please duly to honor it & charge its amt. to my 
acct. We arc just beginning to fit out our whalemen & hope shall 
have good success. I have no accL of Liberty, CapL Smith. Hope 
he will soon arrive. I shall make no saving by her. ' I shall dispose 
■ - of her next voyage. Messrs. Barker & numell of Nanluclcet & my- 
self have entered a concern on a Brig, to be cmploved this sea.*ion in 
ihe Straights on a Whaling voyage & if she meet with success is to 
proceed with her oyle & Bone direct from the Straights to London. 
She will go to ^'ou^ address, by w<b we shall make a considerable 
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vtvin;;. h.iving m.-iHo such arrangement nilh lliecreirasif ilicmeets 
;.uccfss. will be n<;rceal>1e to our advantage of w** more hereafter. 
Tlic bist hisIhs allend for all Happiness & believe me'verj- sin- 

Yuur must faithful & obliged Humble servt. 

The Hancock home for many years had been one to 
which the officials and men of dignity had freely gone, 
Thomas I'ownal, who preceded Francis Dcmard as gov- 
crimr, was a warm friend of Thomas Hancock and wife, 
ami had hcconic nnich attached to their nephew. He 
Inokctl after the young man when in England, and was 
still in corrcspomience with the merchant. To this 
man of distinction Ji>hn Hancock writes on March 27, 
17C6: — 

I am fnvoriil wiih Your Letter of Dec. i, last, & note ihc con- 
ti;ms. I observe ivhat you mention ivilh Respect to j^our money 
niLillcrs & llic prospect of getting il Imnie by means of General 
(iagc's Hills oil (lie Treasury & thni he was to Oraw on me for llie 
mono'. I have reed. 3 letter from General Cage on this subject. 
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Recovery. She beg> ber particubr respects to fou & yoor Ladj 
& congratulates you on yourconneciton with so agreeable a Lady & 
wishes you every kind oT felkity. I hope soon to hear the Result 
of Parlbment with Respect to our Amcricao aflajrs & am persuaded 
that upon ConsideTation that most niKonsiiiutioaal & oi^>Tessive 
Stamp Act will be Repealed. It is a Grievance that, the Colonies 
^cannot submit to. Our trade must be Ruined & think it much for 
the Interests of Great Britain to give us a free & extenNve Trade. 
1 sliall be always glad of the honor of a Line from yoo. 1 heartily 
wish you Health, KtpiMnesi & am with unfeigned esteem ^r. 

Your most obliged & most Ctithful Humble servt. 
To His Exckllemcy Gov. Powmal. 

On April I the inhabitants of Boston met in Faneuil 
Hall. The occasion, as stated by the moderator, James 
Otis, was the expectation of hearing an authentic ac- 
count of the repeal of the Stamp Act. The selectmen 
were chosen as a committee to make plans for a season 
of rejoicing, and give the inhabitants seasonable notice 
in such manner as they shall think best. 

While plans for the public demonstration are being 
carefully made by the committee, who doubtless meet 
in Hancock's counting-room, the merchant turns to his 
desk, takes his quill, and writes to London agents: — 

AVe momentarily expect to hear from England. We have liad 
se^-eral accts. that the Stamp Act is repealed & hope ^'cry soon to 
have a conflrmalion of it 

My Best wishes attend Yon, I cant add but that I am 

Your very Hurabi* servt- 

Mess. Bak.\ards S: Harrison. 

On April 30, in another letter to his London agents, 
he speaks of the arrival of Captain Jacobson, who has 
brought news of the repeal, and says : — 

I hope the next vessel will bring us the entire repeal of it. You 
may rest assured itut the people in this countr)- will exert them- 
selves to show their Loyalty & .tltachment to Great Britain. 
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On May 27 he writes to the same persons : — 

Our \M\^ H:irTUon Cipt. Sliiib:i(rl Coffin Iimught us the first ac- 
count of ilic Uciwal of the Si.tmp Act, uhich gave tiit great ]oy & 
has sSwn n new face la things. Our rejoicing has been conducted 
in a \CTy Decent. Reputable manner, & I liftpe now peace & I«r- 
inonj- will prevail. My best Influence & endeavors to that purpOK 
shalt be u^cd. I doubt not but the colonics nill make all the grate- 
Tui Ketiirns in their power. 

Tbe Express sent off by yoiir Mcrch" wc ju»t hear is arriv'd at 
Virginia. Letters not yet come, tliai with the former Letter will lie 
answered immediately after the 'Rzt^ of ihe Letter by the Express. 

Ca|}i. Marsliall arriv'd here in a fine giasiage of 31 days from 
Ijindun, be is now unloading & I shall use my best endeavours to 
get him away as soon as possible, tb" oyl is not yet come in. The 
llrig Harrison is gone to Nantuckelt & boi>e she will be soon Dis- 
~]i.itelu'd. 1 cannot now make a particular Reply to your fav* but 
will by Smith who will sail iri altoul Fourteen days. 
Your Kcal friend 

& Oblig-d Hum''i' Serv*. 

Mt^s";. IIaiikisons & Kaknard. 

With a light heart and a hopeful, cheerful manner, 
Julin Hancock, as all the nit-rchant?;, start in for spring 
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cock to be " Dcfctit and Reputabte" was described more 
fully in the papers of the time, thus : — 

April =8, 1766. — Monila)- last. The Freeholder! and oiher In- 
habitants of the Town of Itiulon, met at Faneuil Hall, where they 
were well pleased with the accounts which had been received from 
Home, in regard to the progress of the repeat of the Stamp Ad ; 
whereupon they voted the methods to exhibit their joy, when the 
.tccount shall arrive of the Bill 
for a Repeal has passed the 
whole Legislature voted unan- 
imously that the magistrates of 
the Town, the Selectmen, Fire- 
wards, Constables and Engi- 
neers, be desired to tue their 
utmost endeavours, to prevent 
any Itonfire being made in any 
part of the Town, also the 
throwing of Rockets, Squibs, 
and other Fireworks, in any of 
the streets of said Town, except 
the tinte that shall be appointed 
for );eneral Rejoicings ; and tliat 
the inhabitants be desired for the 
present to restrain their children 
and servants from going abroad 

The Sons of Liberty 
voted, May 17 : — 

That their exhibition of joy on the repeal of the Stamp Act be 
on the Common. 

That fireworks be played off from a stage to be erected near the 
Work-House Gales. 

Tliai there lie an advertisement published on Monday next, of 
the intended e\liiliition ; the place where, and the time when it will 
end. I do iluTcfore notify the friends of liberty, that an authentic 
account of the Rejwal of llie Stamp Act is arrived, and the gentle- 
men. Selectmen of lb>ston have fixed upon this evening, for the 
public rejoicing, at whose desires will l>e exhibited on the ComnioD, 
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The signal of its end- 
tbe tup of the Obelisk. 



an Olielisk, en;,Tave(1 by Mr. Paul Rcvei 
in- »ilt III' 1>v liriii}; .1 horizontal ulieel 
»licn it is (loiri'd ihe a!L<temb1y will retire. 
By order of tlie Com. 

(Signed) KI. Y. Secretar)'- 
May 19, 1766. 

On May 26 .ippcarcd the following : — 

Friilnv sc'nnif;hl. to the inexprt-ssiljle joy of all were rccei»-ed by 
Ci[)i. Cilin, the im|>ortaiil news of the repeal of the Stamp Act, 
«liiih u.issi-iiLil by His Majesty the iS'*' March last; upon whtch 
llic lii-tU in ihL' town were «et a rin;:in>!. the ships in the harbour 
ili'.pl.ncit thi'ir colours, f^wwf, were iti'^charged in different parts of 
tlic town. anJ in ihc cveniii<; were several bonfires. According to 
a jiriviiiMs viHe of the town, the Selectmen met in the afternoon at 
Fani-uil Mall, :incl ap|>iiinleil Monday Last for a day of general rejoi- 
dn-.mtlic happy 



Las ushered in with music, ringing of bells, and 
innon, the ships in the liarliour and many of the 
.■ing adurned with colours, — joy smiled in every 
volcnce. gratitude and content seemed the com- 
'■)■ (he generosity of some gentlemen remarkable 
and [xitrioiism, our gaol was freed of debtors, — 
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Hid thee witUn aax bnrti mott foldea cell. 
And btav'd Ihe poweti of carih nnd powen at betl, 
GtJJeal wc cannot pari, 1bo« mint not fly — 
Be tliTciI we due lo *o>ra it— date to ifie. 

Oa the second side : — 

While clinginE chaini nnd cursM tball talate 
Tliinc can lemoraelcsi G— le, thine O B— e 
To you blest paliiott, we oai cause rabnut, 
lllusltious (OinHkn) Britain'i [wirdian, nill 
Recede not, frown not, lalhcr let m be 
Depriv'd of bdng, than of Liberif. 
Let fraud or malice Uiicken >11 our crime*. 
No disaffection Maim thcK peaceful cliinetj 
O save us, shield <H from impcniling «oet. 
The Iocs of Biilaia only are oui foes. 

On Ihe third side: — 

BoaM foul opprcMinnl bout thjr transient icq^, 

While honest frcedum ilruQ^les with hci chain, 

But know the sons of virtue, haidjr, brave. 

Disdain to line thia' mean despair lo save. 

Arous'd in thunder, awful thej appear 

With proud deliverance stalkii^ in Ibeir rear. 

\Miile tyrant foei their pallid fenn betray. 

Shrink from their arms, and {^ve their vengeance way, 

See in th* uneqnal war oppressors fall. 

The hate, contempt and endless curse of all. 

Oa the fourth side : — 

Our lailh approv'd, our liberty restor'd. 

Out hearts bend gratefully to onr sov'r'gn Lord; 

Hail darling Monarch I liy this act endcar'd 

Our fiim nffcclions are ihy best reward. 

Sh'd Brilnin's sell, against herself divide. 

And hostile armifs frown on either side, — 

Sh'd hosts rcheilious, shake out Brunswick's throne. 

And as they dai'd ihy parent, date the son. 

To this asylum stretch thine happy wii^. 

And we'll contend, who best shall love our King. 

On the top of the pymmid was fived n round box of fireworks 
horizontally. About one hundred yards from the pymmid the sons 



//A.VCOCA' fk'F.ELY TKEATS TO MADEtRA I29 

of lilicrty cii'ilcil ;i sl.igc for the exhibition of Ihclr Rreworkf, near 
till- \ttirkh»ii-^c, in the lower room of which they entertained the 
Still li'iiKTi iif lUe town, John K.incnck, Esq., who gaveagrandx 
.inci Jci^nnl rnlcrt.iinmcnl to the genteel jiart of the toivn, and 
itiMlfil tlie |>tiiiiil;»ce with a pipe of M.idcira wine, creeled at the 
ft^iil <if hk hiiii-if. which was m.isnificcnlly itUiminated, a stage for 
Hif ixhiliiliiiTi <if firtworliS, wliich was to answer those of the sons 
"f lilnj-lj! At cliisk the scene ojicncd by the discharge of Iwch-e 
roiktls frniii e.idi stage; after whidi the figures on the pyramid 
win- iincDMTid. making a beautiful apitcarance. To gice a descrip- 
li.iti rif ilio uriMl v.irii'ly of fireworks exhibited from this lime till 
.l.voii iiclotk H.Jiilit liccnHti'Ks — theair was filled with rockets — 
ihL- -roiiiui «iih Ivcchives and serpents — and the two stages wilb 
"luck i)f (Irevvorks of various sorts. 

Mr. Oiin ami some other gentlemen who lived near the Com- 
111, in kt|it o|»;n liouse, the whole evening, which was very pleasant; 
flu- imiliitiicli; of gcnllcmen ami lulies, who were continually pass- 
in- fr.im oiif ()]:ice to another, added much to the brilliancj- of the 
i.i^lil. Al tkvin o'clock, the signal being given by a discharge of 
21 rockets, (lie hori/imlal wheel on the top of the pyramid or obe- 
lisk ".IS ])ln\cd cifr. i-nding in the discharge of 16 dozen of serpents 
ill the; air. which Concluded the show. To Ihe honor of the sons 
iif lilitrly «e e.in with pleasure inform the world thai everything 
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ccrity of his letter to his London agents, in which he de> 
nounced the Stamp-act riot. At this General Court there 
was passed an act for collecting a tax on imports. This 
materially affected John Hancock ; but it was a tax of 
their own laying, and aroused no serious opposition. 
The spring was now fully upon him ; never before did 
June days seem to afford such pleasure. The oppres- 
sion of the Stamp Act had been averted, and merchants 
felt that the future was secure. With all this to exhil- 
arate John Hancock, he took his quill, and resumed 
business activity : — ■ 

Boston, Jnnt eth, 1766. 

Genl. : 1 wrote jou by Jan-is, when I acknowledged the Rect. 
of your fav*rs by Coffin, Dlake, Shard & Marshall, since web have 
none of yo'r fav'ra. I must beg your further excu.te. as 1 cannot by 
this ship make a particular' reply to yo'r Letter, being very mticli 
engaged. 1 duly obsen-e the contents & with regard to the Boston 
I'ackett, siiall as soon as 1 hear from Folger, Determine that mailer 
as you desire of u-ch shall write. >£ 

This 1 hope you mill Rec'e by the ship Liberty, Henry Smith, | 

Mas'r., who 1 have Loaded on my own accott and now Inclose you 
Invo. & Bill of Lading of cargo on board the Liberty for my accott. 
Say Oyl, Tar, Turpentine, Pottasties, Logwood & Staves to your 
address (v** I wish may arrive safe & meet a tolerable market. 1 
doubl not your best Endeavours to obtain the best prices & Recom- 
mend your Disposing of it as soon as you can on the be.tt terms 
that you may be in -asli, the Neat proceeds of wth you will please 
to pass to my credit with B & H unless you have settled that accott ; 
that Itallance to your accott & pray you will as soon as you can send 
sales of this cargo with all charges attending the ship & also send 
the accott. of the Liberty, the former voyage. . - - 

This ship Liberty I jihmjld be fond of .xelling & Recommend to 
you to use your be.st Endeavours for that purpose I would not give 
her away, but if she will fetch a'/iooo stcrlg. I should be glad to _ 
part with her & she is Really wonh'that. upon the whole 1 Leave 
Iier with you to do what you judge most for my interest. 1 should 
prefer Disposing of her to any tolerable price. . . . But if on the 
whole you cannot dispose of the ship, I pray the faiT. j'ou will en- 
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deavour lo obtain some employ for lier. & if after strict enquiry 
noililn^ heller oHers & a ft-ei^^lil to Lisbon can be had, you will 
jiKa^e to order to ibat place, & then lake in a Load of >5aU for 
lliis place, tho. 1 slioulil much rallier the ship was sold. & I 
must renew my desire lo you on ibal Head. 1 ba\-e drawn on 
von uf ibis dale No. 51, in fav'r Mrs. Abigail Whitney and 
il.iu^bttr fur /300 sl'rl'g, wt'i you will plea.<« lo honour Sl charge 
10 my nccuK* My bills are uniler llie same directions to your late 
Ci>. I liavc been so hurried liave not altered ibem. Yet this you 
«illc\cuse. 

I should l>e tery glad, if nut already done, that you will plan lo 
clii-ie iiir accoii. nith the late conip. ol^Barnards & Ifarrison & tliat., 
llie llalla, rillier may be carried lo acco"- with you, & pray include 
all remiliances. 

1 :aiinot diltrinine when 1 ■iball get Marshall away. Oyl is not 
yd at inarki'K. but you may depend I shall use the greatest Dis- 
]iatcli in Lo.uliiig lier. 1 am not able lo say anything as to the 
|iricc I'f Oil at present, but fear il will be rather high, but what I 
l.iircliase shall be on the best Terms & shall endeavour that the 
liriui' be as linv as possible. I duly note what you say of whale Bone 
,t sli.ill be niindfiill lo purchase what 1 can tliat is good & shall 
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I laid tlie Letlcrs l.oforc llicni for their consideration. We ar 

much obHgcd to you for your Exertions & Endeavors lo remov 

our grievances & doubt not but the Colonies will ever show grea 

gratitude to their Benefactors, such certainly is the disposition c 

the people of this province. 

I am with much esteem. 

Gent^n, Yr. Most Humble Servt. 
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.likhinl: o\ii>:s. i-owek of kesentmknt. iioston har- 

MJR IRll/EN OVER. StAKCITV OF MONEV. HANCOCK 

<Ki'Rh:sK\-ni Dusrox in the ckneral court. Hancock 

fKCUMMKNIlS JAMES OTIS, F^Q., AS AN AITORNEY. CHANGE 
X lAIMION AGENTS. HANCOCK SCATTERS GUINEAS AMONG 
IIS IIIOR TENANTS. NON- IMPORTATION KESOLUTIONS ARE 
tkVlVKLl. UKKERS WINE FROM MADEIRA. HANCOCK HAD 
li 10 LOSE AND NOTHING TO GAIN. 

.pf July 2S, 1 766, affords light on the finaii- 
L'lit of business : — 
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I cDuld not avoid, as I miutikeep ■omejnoiKyJiJune-KadyJ'oT 

Bone & oj'l as it comes in. Inclba'cl you have Duplicate of Inv'o 
bx &I1 goods. 

Mess Harrisons & Bakmariis. 

The session of the General Court which began May 
28 was a stormy one^ and Hancock was soon reported 
too ill to attend to all that demanded his attention. 

In a letter of Oct. 7, 1766, he speaks of illness. It 
_seems to be the alann-signal of an overtaxed physical 
and mental system. On Oct. 1 5 he sends to London 
for four pieces of very best Bay Holland and two of - 
best cambric " for my own use. Pray let them be the 
very best & well chosen." He asks for directions about 
disposing of a trunk of silks shipped some time before. 
He says, "They lay in my store. I can never sell them, 
& wait your directions." He writes that Lane, Benson, 
& Co., of Cork, have some demands against him, and 
adds : — 

They have but an indtfTerent opinion of me, but I can't help it. 
I could wish it had beeu otherwise. I hope my friend Bowes will 
come in ship Thames, and that he has conducted himself in Lon- 
don so as to merit your esteem and approbation. 

He fails to realize that sudden improvement in busi- 
ness which he anticipated. He says : — 

Our trade is very dull, money very scarce and but an indifferent 
prospect of carrying on Business to any ad^-antage. Out of all my 
cooneclions and debls I can't raise cash enough for a Load of Oyle 
without drawing my own Bills. 

By Nov. 8 his spirits have revived, and he is evidently 
exulting because of some advantage obtained over his 
commercial competitor, Mr. Rotch. He says: — 

1 have now so well established in those concerns in the Whale 
Fishery that 1 can have the refusal of almost all their'oyl & I think 
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Mr. R h lias had smatt success in purchasing &b>'br the great- 

K>\ (ju.-iiiiil) of oyl will be in yuur hands which is my aim. - 

1 am now Tiitin'; upthe ship Thgmas, Wm. Davis mastr. with 
oyl. My view in Ihis is to prcvenl iheir purchasing and to hinder 
uImI oyl I cm ^oing iDio other hands, as by large quaiititics ceo- 
drill;; will) you, yuu will be better able to command a price & I 
Iiuih: }uu nil] approve this. I believe I may say I have purchased 
1I1L- ^riTJler qumitity of wtiat oyl has been caught this season & after 
ilif ships Frceiiiaa & Daverson^are gone I linow not of any oyl but 
what 1 Iiave goL That 1 can't but think you will have it in your 
[xmcr almost 10 obtain your own price for iL 1 donbt not but you 
»ill e^en yourself in Ihe Disposition of iL 

On Nov. 10 he writes to his London agents. The 
burden of his letter seems to be complaints of a charge 
for interest on his unsettled accountj with them. He 
mentions that he has two thousand barrels of oil to 
ship. He also lets them know that other business firms 
;ire soliciting his patronage, thus : — ■" 
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cock's business " taffy," as it would be termed in mod- 
cm parlance, did not accomplish what it was expected to 
effect He writes to the same agents on Dec 3. 
i;66:— 

To be open & honest, I now tell you I will never cxcede to it — 
othenvaj-s — really Gent'n. it is nuking a mere fool of me. I am 
not as v(Hd of common sense, as to give way in this, contrary to my 
own judgment, but I nave expressing fully my sentiments as to your 
transactions in tbis matter, but will only say ihat I expect you will 
credit my acct. (or the ^£300 & interest cbarged upon if, which if 1 
have not an acct. from you of its being done in the first letter I re- 
ceive from you after this reaches you, I will upon my Honor Sl 
Reputation send a single writ down to Casco Bay & lake Savage & 
secure myself for the ^300 with Interest. 1 will strictly abide by 
all my letters, but this iroatment really vexes me & 1 see so much 
of the world that 1 am almost tempted to say I will not concern 
myself in trade any longer. 1 beg your attention to these matters 
& Ihat 1 may hear from you by the very first opporr, for I will nut 
loose the .£300. I will as things are circumstanced obtain it if it be 
to be had above ground. 1 cant but think myself very severely 
dealt with, better Treatment Gent'n. I tliink without vanity I mer- 
itt. Tho I must s.iy I see no Difference between me & the most 
insignificant corres|x>ndent you have. In short Gcnrn. you seem 
of late to try to put me out of Temper & express so very little satis- 
faction in my conduct, that 1 am almost tired. No nian can have 
a higher opinion of you than myself; nor has anyone strove more 
to promote your Interests here than myself. I cannot live in con- 
stant Disputes. 1 will live as agreeabla & easy as 1 can & iinless I 
can carry on Business without being Invohed in so many perplexi- 
ties as of late, 1 will either leave it off or carry it on in another * 
manner. But 1 hope you will redress me. 

He follows by saying, " send me no more unless you 
can give me one year's credit, :Js I have to give the 
same here," In the same pouch he sends an order 
for goods for William Palfrey, ■ whom he is aiding to 
start in business. With other things for himself he 
orders : — 
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I ttux viT)' best TubAccn \A\x% llmt can be purcliascil in London 
for list: uf Giiun. in my own family. 'Iliis iirliclu has betn repeat- 
idly « role for, l>ul uot so lucky as lo t-ngage your alteolioa. 

Who cannot fancy an cveniny at the Hancock man- 
i,'wn, when the merchant entertains his relatives and 
s.k\\ quests as James Otis, Samuel Adams, John Adams, 
Joliii liowe, William Phillips, Joshua Henshaw, and 
other notables of that day, who gather with the proud 
umicr about the grate of flaming coals. If dress had 
been coiisideied, Samuel Adams would not have been 
adiniiled ; for his snuff-brown coat, glistening with the 
crkcls uf l<nig service, was in striking contrast to the 
scarlet \\:]\et and elaborate embroidery of his cnter- 
taincr. Hut the republican simplicity of the man made 
him a welcome guest among all genuine patriots. Cir- 
euinstances bad brought Hancock and Adams together 
uiuth of late. They had served on various committees 
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I slull start Scott ai quick u possible. No nuit un or shall 
^ve greater Despatch to ships thaa myself, neither shall any man 
here Transact any Business on better terms than 1 will & any com- 
mand you may have for, you may rely on the utmost! Fidelity, Dis- 

patch & PuDctualhf. > 

His later explanation of a delay is that the harbor 
has been frozen up, and he could not get Scott away. 
He at same time sends to his agents for — 

A neat silver watch of about 8 Guineas; 3 yds of Green Vel- ^ 
vet of a deep lively green at abt. to per yard; 4 yds green silk, 
being for a cushion for a church Pesk. 

Mr. Hancock's book shows that he shipped to Lon- 
don in six months oil to the amount of £,\ 6,307 8j. On 
April 22, 1767, he writes to Harrisons, Bamards, & 
Co.: — 

Please to send me a bell for a' church of the best kind, about '-' 
300 lbs. 

This was probably a gift to the church at Jamaica 
Plain, where he had a summer home. In May, 1767, 
he complains bitterly of the condition of business. 

I shall slop importing goods for some time, they have been 
sold so low. that nothing can be got by the business. 

On July 29, 1 767, he orders — 

100 weight best moulded tallow candles, 300 weight best dipt. 
_lallow candles, all for my own use & don't (ail sending them. 

He adds, in vindication of former transactions : — 

1 a lillle wonder at what you mention respect'g the affair of 
M' Arthur Savage. 1 cannot give a better answer to it than by 
Begging you to refer lo my two Letters of Nov 17, 1764, by which 
you will see I advis'd you not to credit him, rather than anything 
encouraging, St the Sincere Dictates of my conscience are that I am 
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lie lli.in the must indifferent person, that » jou 
I) [he ^300 I limited his Credit to, it is of course. 



He IiinliL-r adds: — 



I uf Dur trnde & the scarcity of money Is such that 
lie to a Resolution lu sus|>end tlie Importation of 
or !»<>, till matters lake a Itettcr turn, & then shall 
u all niy nccls. Then 1 sliall know whether 1 can 
or not, fur times are very precarious. \ You ship .. 
crybody, send for sales liete the articles we import, 
uiis to purchase up here our Exporting commodi- 
tint huu' u'c shall make remittances for our goods 
Tli.it I don't think is right, for besides raising 
1 put us in Difficulty in remitting & you must wait 



WliLit fiKTcliaiit has not passed through such seasons 
(if ikjiicssidn, and docs not have in his bc3om a fellow- 
feeling fur John Hancock in his fits of desixtndcncy of 

J ih.Di a ci.'iUury ayo? What woinler that he closes 
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To Harrison, Barnard, & Sprag he says : — • 

The great and unreasonable Extent of your connections here 
and the Many and frequent Credits you give, w>b the Decline of our 
Trade has brouglit me to a Resolution of slopp'g, at least for a few 
years the Importation of English goods, & seeing all my accot 
dosed, among which yours is the greatest, for if I can meet with 
no more Indulgence in the Course of my Business with you tlian 
the man who perhaps does not import more tlian ^looo a year, St 
the advantage of his Business to you accrues only un your Exports 
of goods, whereas mine the year throughout is not only outward 
but more on the importation from me. 1 say if 1 can be only on 
a fouling, it is time for nie to close, & establish my Concern on a 
more equitable basis, w^ ) think is but Reasonable. 

His consignments of whale-oil have not been givii^ 
satisfaction in LoiiJon and other markets, and there h'^s 
come to him a polite suggestion that there bc^scnt over 
from London a man to inspect the oil, etc., before it is 
shipped. This docs not meet with a very pleasant re- 
ception on the part of Hancock, who in a reply of Sept. 
2f ' 1^1 1 to his London agents, says : — 

1 note particularly what you say at waiting my answer to a pro- 
posal you have niade, by the instigation of Messrs. Moor i Smith, 
to send mc over a man to inspect Oyl that I may purcliase. What 
you mean, Gentln., I am at a loss to know. When 1 am in want of 
a Guardian our laws will appoint one. Really I know not what you 
think. I am a Jud^e for myself, & if you do not think me a Judge 
for you, I pray you ivould not employ me, for I will never submit to 
have a man sent over to inspect my business, to make me the ridi- 
cule of the nicrclits., neither do I Choose that the Oyle I send home 
should be put into the hands of those Gent" on the terms you have 
contracted with them. . 

On Sept. 3 Hancock writes a letter which shows his 
power of resentment to its fullest extent : — 

Mh. Wm. Jones: — 

Your treatment of me has been such as to render you unworthy 
of my notice, even by my letters. But I shall not take up my time 
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ajfiiii^t you. Slirill only say llint you have deviated from 
(;ii^.i;;t;n>ciil as words I'Ould form. My Reliance upon 
r 1ms iH'cn llie miMnii of my losing at lca.it ^£500 stg. 
il; iIh- .iiU.intagc of me, because our aEreement was not 
lo uriliii;;, as «c wtre upon honor, 1 must (ell jou a 
Li' di^imr U'[ of a ^'cntlemnn & nliat no man would have 
)' i.f ilinl li.id tlie best noliuns of honor. 1 forlicar mcn- 
i; citciiiiisl.mcc of tbe .ifT.iir, as it is very disagreeable lo 
-.Illy ii-llttt upon mjwlf tbal I should sulimit to your Re- 
. was contrary to the 
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an I (lid. The good! 
1 me oil jiiiir return lo Uris- 
nay oriltr out of my hands 
i j.liMHC, for you c.in't ei- 
I should be accounlable 
I li.iiu broke the terms on 
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Hancock writes to his London agents, advising them 
to employ, as their attorney here, James Otis, who, he 
says, since the death of Mr. Gridley, is the first of the 
profession. He offers to receive and remit any moneys- 
that Otis may collect for him. In the same letters he 
again strongly objects to the suggestion to send over 
an inspector of oil, and concludes his long letter thus : — 

You never make any menlion to me of public nutters. Your 
hinia on thai subject would be very agreeable. Could you be 
brought to Realize that Ihe salvation of Great Britain & Ameria 
arc connected, 1 am sure you would not be so sileaL I obsen-e 
wh:il you say of Marshall. I lliink he ought to wail, or any other 
vessel, for freight. We had much better di»ipose of our vessels th.in 
sink so much money. She had better bring stones than[ coals. 1 
pray you would not send any more, they are cheaper herellian in 
London. 

The indignation of Hancock seen in previous letters 
was aroused through his interest in the welfare of his 
country, while the following letter shows the same spiiit 
aroused through alleged personal injury. It marks the 
beginning of the end of a long and extensive business 
correspondence between the Hancock firm and that of 
Barnard & Harrison. 

I received your Letter of 15th July which 1 heartily wish had got 
here in n tolerable passage, as if it had Gent'n. suffer me to tell you. 
it would from the Contents hare mucli aller'd my plan of Ilusine.ss 
this Fall ; sucli a Letter I despise, & is what no man who had any 
knowledge of mc would havedar'd to address to me. for God's salce 
Gent'n. what can be your intentions, if your aim is to injure my 
reputation you will fail in your attempt, neither is it in your or any 
man's power to hurt my Credit in this part of the world, but it ap- 
pears to me you are injuring yourselves. I mean as to connections 
in Business^ tho'bye\|]crience 1 find I have no influence with you, 
let me tell you, I am one of no small influence here, & am gre.-il1y 
offended at the liberties ycu take with me in your Letters & is what 
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■ [liMl-iincd to Iiav« 

in self. 



c a man of mucli )css Conse- 



Vmu c.-in lie .^1 110 lou to delernilne what prirticular passages in 
iir Lcllcr I a-fiT to, but will in the iirst pl.ice mention your Letter 

Mr. I'.ilfny iipun the same subject with the Paragraph in yours 
-I'lcliin Hint Ceni'n. Voii say you received his letter A pay a 
i>ji|>L'r l\L'~p(.-i~t to liim & my recommendation, but as you are de- 
I miiii'J 111 ri'trcni-h your Imdc, 3-au mu.st beg to be excused, send- 
- liis ;;ooiK. Ill your kller to me you say, •' We have wrote Mr 
iMii-y l)y iliis fii'porlunily arquainlinj; him that we must decline his 
iltrs, WL' luvc Ihe hijjlic.-it opinion of your good inlenlion towards 
, & you » 111 we doubt not excuse us." 

1 lotv Rcpu^iuiit is your conduct to your e:(])res.sion in j'our Lct~ 
IS (o sny ;ou liave the highest opinion of my good inlention.i & 

ncl so conlrnry, nay openly & in Eflect, lo say thai I am not of 
eiml^tlon .% Crtdit enough to an&wcr for the Goods. You say yon 
iiil to rtln-'ncli your Trade. Why Gent'n. am I the firsi object of 
lur T) i.i1 ? I should not have c.xpeclcd this from tliosc with whom 
<? \\\\o\c (-\Iciil i>f my Business, centrs, that I should be one of the 
si lo be Ktriised Goods is truly verj" a.ttonishing lo me, that an 
iviike sftit liotiic to you for a few goods to stock my own shop 
ihc tiiredion of Mr. j'nlfrcy shoiild be refused is as high 3 
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yaa the full balance, with as many Ihanlu for i-our manj sen-ices 
hitherto. 

But 1 must add Genfi). from the tTeatment I have had that un- 
less matlers can be better Reconciled 1 must wa\-e my Connections. 
I stand ready at an hours naming to pay every debt I one in the 
world but as I can't be thought by you to be Responsible for ^£500 
1 must apply to those who have a better opinion of me than you 

I always chuw Gentn. to be open and explicit. , I have wrote 
Mr. Haley by this opportunity on the subject of connection in Qusi- 
ness, & proposed opening a Correspondence with him at least till I 
can have an cxphnation from you. I look on myself a man of Cap- 
ita] & am not to be put on a footing with every two penny Shop 
keeper that addresses You. I am greatly amazM at your conduct. 
I think I am very poorly treated, & 1 suppose the only instance in 
town. I doubt not when Scott arrives he will bring Goods for 
every Shop Keeper iktt deals with you, & to refuse me Goods 
Gentn. is what 1 can't bear. I am ready to pay you every farthing 
I owe you. You have effected me in the tendcrest point. | 

1 lave determined to sending Invoice to Mr. M.iley for a spring 
supply, & let me tell you you are oblig'd to me for some of your 
best Correspondents, who would naturally be induced to deal with 
the man 1 engage with, & will follow me, and although my business 
is not worth your attention. Yet it may be an object of the accept- 
ance of many a man in England, with thanks besides, & I believe 
Mr. Haley will think so. 

Mr. Cazneau. whom you disappointed in his Goods, is going to 
England, to whom 1 shall give a more extcnsi\-e credit than I did 
before, & dare say Mr. Haley will readily .tccept his Commission, 
as to Air. l*alfrej*'s goods, 1 shall write for them myself to Mr. 
Haley, & am in no doubt he will readily oblige me in sending ihem. 



I have many more things to say but time fails me as 1 keep this 
vcsscll wholly for my Letters, all my Friends & Connections are 
ama>M at your Conduct, but 1 suspend adding till next opp'y, till 
when I am Gent* 

Your humble Servant. 
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Mr. William I'alfrcy, whose order was refused by the 
.iiiiilnn mcichanls, seems to have been a friend, and at 
iiiics coiifidotitial clerk, of Hancock's. Cazncau was a 



5 



—^ 

niLTchniit of standing in Hoston at the same time. Pal- 
frey and Ca^noaii were both losers by the great fire of 
i /(k), the s;iinc fire by which many of Hancock's tene- 
ments wore destroyed. When the' homeless tenants 
galhcrcd nroimd their landlord, and expressed sympathy 
at his loss, he remarked that they were the greatest suf- 
krers, nnd passed about a cjuantity of guineas among 
I hem, 

llavinj; closed his letters to Harrison, Barnard, & 
S|)ra^, the indignanl merchant writes to George Haley, 
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subject. In Coofidence — Sir, that xnch a coonectioD would be 
agreeable to j-ou, I now addreu you tendering you the conduding 
of all my afliuri that lay in your way, at same lime acquainting you 
that I expect to be on a footing even with the very best of your cor- 
respcndeDis, & as I am largely concerned in navigation you will 
have Spring & Fall from me, many consignments. I have now large 
parcels of Oyle, whale fins & Potashes^to ship waiting the arri\-al of 
" Scoli, Marshall & Smith from your place, whom I shall despatch, 
loaded to your address, not doubting but you will concern yourself 
for my interest as you do for olhen. 

Marshall & Scott are partly owned by the House of Harrison, 
Barnard & Sprag. Those vessels on their arrival back to you, I 
shall order to be sold & shall desire j'ou to purchase for me, of 
which more hereafter. I have a new Brig which I expect in every 
hour, ivho«e loading is already in store on my wharf, say Oyle, Pott- 
ashes &c, which I shall despatch to your address, the vessel to be 
sold. I have not time to be as explicit as I could wish, but will by 

My character & situation in Life, you may be acquainted with 
from any person from this part of the norld, from Harrison & Co., 
from Mr. Trccothick, Mr. Lane & many others, but really 1 address 
you Sir, as a man on whom you may depend, & a man of capital & 
in wham 1 have the vanity to say, you may confide. 

The vessel by whom this goes, I have loaded with Oyle &c., to 
the address of Harrison & Co. ■ My letters were all finished 4 deliv- 
ered before Daverson arrived, otherwise 1 should have consigned 
this to you. 1 hai'e wrote Messrs. H. & Co. very explicitly by this 
opprty, as 1 have kept the vessel on purpose. In consequence of 
this consignment I have drawn Bills on them perhaps to the amt of 
/3000 slg. _,Should they from my openness in addressing them be 
induced to protcil my Bills by way of Resentment, which I have 
no suspicion of, 1 must take the liberty to ask the favor of you to 
take them up for my honor, Sl will immediately on notice order 3 ou 
the amount with any satisfaction for such. ... By next o])ponu- 
nilylshall write you more explicitly & shall forward you my Invoice 
for a spring supply of goods, which from the General decline of 
Trade will be smaller than usual, but hoj>e hereafter things will take 
a more favorable turn. 1 shall be glad of a letter from you as soon 
as possible & should be glad to know something of your connections, 
& whether you cannot gi\e my vessels a freight Spring .& Fall. I 
dout not but you will help me all you can. Your determination on 
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,.\\.\n\.\-c. 1 am willi Esteem 

Sir — 
Your must ol>e(]i. humble servt. 

r.noHI.K llALEV KSQ". 

Tlic (lisadvaiila^o of being obliged to wait many 
wocks fur llie ruply of acceptance from Mr, Haley did 
uiit jircvcnt Mr. Hancock from sending goods, assuming 
llial liis proposition would be accepted by Haley. Han- 
iink sLiids several cargoes before he is fully assured ' 
ih.it he has a new agency established in London. 

Ml'. Hancock makes frequent complaints of his ill 
health; and says on October 30 : — 

I li.ivc llie mUfixtunc to be confined to my Room by Indisposi' 



17G7, he addresses his former agents at Lon- 
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Perkins of Bridgcwater.* In fact, John addressed his 
stepfather when he was in England under date of March 
2, 1 761. He said: — 

I shall with satisfaction bid adieu to this grand place with all 
• its pleasurable enjoyments and tempting scenes, for more substan- 
tial pleasure which I promise myself in the enjoyment of my friends 
in America. 

There was a twofold interest in the Perkins family. 

A son of the Bridgewater minister mar- 
j ried Mary, sister of John Hancock ; and 
their posterity are found interested in 
subsequent history of the Hancock fam- 

iiy. 

On Nov. 2 the Brig Ly(iiaj_ James 
Scott, master, sailed with a cargo, con- 
signed to Mr. George Haley. A letter 
of the same date concludes with the fol- 
lowing : — 




HANCOCK DOOR 
KNOCKER. 



(Old Stat* HouM 
CollMtion ) 

I have sent you by Capt. Scott, — A Coop with 
some wood Ducks. It, at first contained six pair, some have died, 
but hope some will get safe to you. 

I Quintal dun Table Fish. 
I Cag of Pickled Peppers. 

of which I beg your acceptance,' if there be anything in this part of 

the world that would be agreeable to you do let me know it & I will 

gladly send it you. I am with Esteem Sir, 

. Your most hble Ser\*ant. 
George Haley Esq. 

In the same vessel he sends directions to his former 
agents to have the brig in which they have joint inter- 
ests sold, and says : — 

1 Mrs. John Hnncock, mother of the patriot, was Mary Hawks, and 
thrice married, first to Mr. Samuel Thaxter of Hingham. 
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1 (kiciitiitivd to deal for Cash odIj and to keep one vessel 
; just to tiring my uuo Goods, I should be gbd to hear from 
;iion* ilic n-asun why 1 am so freely and extnoriliiurily dealt 
1 luvc ^orit. Ilie highest friendship fur you, but I cant bear 
1 Iri^ali-d. I am above using others so, & doDi ex|>cct it ny- 
Imuct'iT liupc lo Cume to some amicable •iccommodation, 
ii.ni;^.tlii>n ( am determined lo dispose of,. & now particu- 
V. 1l1.1i liireafter if 1 should live 1 will never be concenied 
,y uiie man a^.iin in Navi^tioii, for I can atTord lo own myself 
icvcr aflei lliis have it said that any one is connected with me 
|iiiig. 1 ttill accept in the case of the Thames Capl Walt. 
[inient lo hold my pari of her if agreeable lo yuu — if not 
lie to you. 1 am content to sell my ,*| of her to you. 
I nuw so liuirii;d canl add and but will write you largely soon. 



Your real friend. 



mrsos, liAKNAl 



On Nov. 13, 17C7, he sends to Madeira for — 

Fiiur pipti of the very best Madeira Wine that you can possibly 
iiiiLuri' fur my own table. I don't sland for price. If it be good, I 
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I should be obliged to you to give my vessell the preference. She 
is really a good strong vessel well found and a good master. 

^ I shall be much obliged to you to dispatch my sloop with the 
wines as soon as you possibly can, as I shall not only want the 
wines but the sloop,' and you will please to receive this as a stand- 
ing order to ship me an annual pipe] of the very best Maderia wine 
until counler manded drawing for its cost on Mr. Haley. You will 
please to give the master of my sloop any service or assistance. Re- 
specting his vessell he may stand in need of. I am with much 
respect, Gent. 

Your most obedt. servt. 
Mess. Hill, Lamar & Bissett. * 

Six days later he adds a letter in which he says : — 

I have not to add, but to desire tliat the wine, I have wrote for 
my own use may be of the very best and that those for sale may be 
good palatable wines. Please send me one bushel of your walnuts, 
and draw for the cost, with the wine. 

Nov. 21, 1767, is the date, of a letter to George 
Haley, in which Mr. Hancock says : — 

I am to Desire the iavr. you will please to order to be made & 
sent me, as neat a Mahogany Cabinet as can be made in London, 
suitable for a Lady^s chamber, rather convenient than Remarkable 
for any outward Decorations. I would have it (ver)Mieat & Respect- 
able as it is for my Aunt, widow of my late Uncle, with whom 1 
now Reside, & a Lady for whom I have the highest affection & 
Esteem. 

Under date of Dec. 15, 1767, Hancock writes to 
George Haley thus: — 

I am sorry to say that I think too great encouragement is given 
by your Gentn Merchts to persons here of no capital. I am quite 
confident finally you must be great loosers. One gentn who has 
lately had an extensive credit from you has been a great hurt to 
trade here. Such credits, not only hurt your best friends here, but 
finally yourselves. I just hint this. You know who I mean, I be- 
lieve Mr. Thomas Gray has lately been especial with you, on this 
subject, that I need say no more, only that if such persons are put 
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1 of C.ipiul, it is not wortli my while to be 
Vuu uill i)le23e to vxcu&e my meDtiaaing thU 



He sends 111 some ordoi^ as follows: — • 

too .sc|iiar<.'>i of best l»ndon gla.ss iS by ii^ fur the use of inj 
iinii House »>)>, I |>r.iy may be the very best. 

It is apparent by Mr, Hancock's letters, as well as 
Ijy tlie proceedings of the Boston town-meetings, that 
ihc restr;iiiit which the people had volmitarily imposed 
iipiin themselves in regard to superfluities was thrown 
r.ff after the repeal of the Stamp Act. They evidently 
llinu^iit that all things were to be as they were before 
the beginning of Stamp-act agitation. But they soon 
sLiw llieir mistake. In the town-meeting of Dec. 22, 
r 7O7, the (luestioii was freely discussed, and instructions 
wore given their representatives in General Court, "It 
is with cDiicern," say the committee, "we are obliged 




152 



JOHN HANCOCK. HIS BOOK 



\ 



John Hancock was one of the town's representatives 
to receive and apply these instructions. It is at this 
point that he has been charged with inconsistency. 
But we must bear in mind that several months elapsed 
between ordering wines from Madeira for his own table 
and the arrival of the ship which brought the goods, 
and during this time the people have reached the con- 
clusion above stated. Again, it should be remembered 
that John Hancock was the most wealthy man in the 
Province ; and then, as now, what was regarded as 
great deprivation on the part of the wealthy was rated 
as luxury by those who were in more limited circum- 
stances. 

^ John Hancock had everything to lose and nothing to 
gain. During all these years of agitation, political 
honors could not have tempted ,him ; for there was no 
prospect of anything more for him at the hands of his 
friends than he was freely enjoying. On the contrary, 
some of his associate agitators had everything to gain, 
.and nothing to lose. 
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CHAl'TER XV 

NANlMUtS KLF.cnuM TO TlIK r.CNKRAL COURT. HANCOCK 
AN[> l<.M.I^:V tlXCllANCK I'Kl^lStNTS. TOWN-MEKTING AD- 
JUUKNKD TO SOUTH MEETING HOUSE. TROOPS ARRIVE IN 
t'USJO.N TU COMPEL SU1IMIS.S1UN. HANCOCK DENIES A 
ro[.l> ACCISATION. NEW ACREKMENIS. IN REGARD TO 
TKAliK. OKNKKAL COURT REMOVED TO CAMBRIDGE. HAN- 
COCK VISDICATKS HIMSELF. 

Thk yc.ir 176S opens with but very slight prospects 
if revival of trade, and I lancock is greatly annoyed. He 
s too miiuh cnyajjod in public affairs to .tIIow his private 
business to depress him. With others, he takes every 
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Our trade Is under such EmlHTTassmenU & Impositions that ue 
have come lo a Resolution not to Import anf more goods for some 
time unless we are Relieved & these Acts Repealed. We must in- 
cvitably be mined. Our trade is not north a man's pursuit ; pray 
appear for us, for sure I am, can our trade be free & we at liberty 
to prosecute our Rusiness as heretofore, it will redound much to the 
advantage of Great Briton, for my own pirt it is not worth my at- 
tentions to procure trade at present & if not altered I must decline it". 

This renewed resolution to suspend importation was 
occasional by the passage of the Revenue Acts of i ytj. 
These required new movements on the part of the pa- 
triots. The popular leaders, among whom John Hancock 
was prominent, profiting by past experiences, strove to 
prevent excesses, and labored to advance their cause' 
through the growth of~an intelligent public opinion. 
They were vigilant and active in preventing overt acts 
when the newly created Board of Commissioners of Cus- 
toms appeared in Boston. 

They had no sympathy with mobs and riots, but acted 
not only in a spirit of fidelity to liberty, but also endeav- 
ored to promote law and order. Their movements were 
indorsed throughout the colonies, whence came in this 
extremity the message : — 

" The liberties of a common country are again in dan- 
ger, kindle the sacred flame that shall warm and illu- 
minate the continent." 

It was because of the part taken by the patriot leaders 
that Boston was said by the Loyalists to beunder the 
rule of a trained mob, of which James Otis and Samuel 
Adams were the two consuls, Joseph Warren one of 
the chiefs, and John Hancock, having great wealth and 
social and commercial influence, which he brought to 
bear upon their desired ends. 

A century's changes cannot blind us to the fact that 
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tln;ri.- was nut unanimity among the patriots, as to the 
best niaimtr of procwlurc in opposing the Revenue Acts ; 
but wu must infer that these men in private council 
niado plans that controlled the clubs, and that they had 
ti> do Willi •jovcriiment, they controlled the town-meet- 
ings; and the town -meetings controlled the legislature, 
and these controlled tlie Province. 

Tims John Hancock's declaration to abandon trade 
worked itself out to a j>ractical conclusion. 

In the same letter to William Reeves, he notes the 
arrival of a " I'eacock & Men & two hampers of Beer," 
-ifts from Mr. Haley. He later adds that "the Dama^ 
S: Cabini.t have arrived," These gifts and purchases 
addcil inatciially to the good apiwarance and comfort 
nf the Hancock home on Beacon Hill. In the same 
freight he sends by Captain Scott to Mr. Haley iiaj'iew— 
uf this town of Boston taken from our Castle, of which 
1 he- yniir acce|)tancc if agreeable to you." 
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table soon follows fFoni the London agent Of this 
Hancock notes, " It is very neat, and you have my 
warmest thanks for it." 

Hancock, who is still one of the selectmen, has 
enough to occupy him in *he discharge of ordinary pub- 
lic duties ; but a new trouble arises. The frigate Rom- 
ncy, of fifty guns, arrived from Halifax. The merchants 
believed it was there to enforce revenue laws. While 
this Avas agitating the minds of the people, Hancock's 
ship Ubcrty arrived, with a cargo of wine from Madeira, 
including the order of seven months ago for that extra 
quality for the Hancock house, and also a subsequent 
order. \Vhcn lying at Hancock's wharf, on June lo, 
the tide-waiter, Thomas Kirk, went on board, and was 
followed by Captain James Marshall, who sailed for 
Hancock, with other of the friends and employees of the 
house. They confined Kirk below, until the wine was 
taken out, and no entry made of it at the custom-house 
or naval office. An entry was made the next morning, 
but was not credited by the officials, and it was resolved 
to seize the sloop. This, was done amid much excite- 
ment, and she was removed to within range of the gims 
of the Romney. A mob assembled, and there was much 
destruction of property. The collector's boat was 
dragged to the Common and burned. But the saddest 
of all was the death of Captain Marshall, occasioned, no 
doubt, by the excitement of the seizure. 

This was extremely trj'ing to Hancock. The prop- 
erty was for him and the treasurer, and this trouble had 
seemed to be in their interest Whether they CT-er en- 
joyed that wine which they had anticipated for months 
his letters do not tell, and the legal proceedings did not 
reveal the secret. It may have gone to excite the brains 
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o( the aiiyry mob, or been poured into the harbor. 
Ihili-lii'i^ioii, nil avowed enemy to Hancock, wrote that 
it was called off in the nij;ht. 

ihe sclLCtiiK'n called a town-meeting at once, and on 
Juno 14 ihiTo was such a crowd at Faneuil Hall that 
th^.- iiiL-ft itig adjourned 
to ilic Smith Meeting 
House. A committee 
of twenty-one was 
cliiiscn t" wait on his 
cxci:llL-ncy to request 
liim to order the re- 
moval of tlie Romney. 
A sub-conimittee of 
three, one being John 
Hancock, went to see 
wlion the governor 
:1 he ready to hear 
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Under the jh^mhI Burthen on (rule no good* will be imported, 
for people here are determined to be more frugal. 1 am heartily 
■orT7 for the appearance of things, ne have been grossly mis-rep- 
resenled. I wish matters were properly understood on your side & 
a candid attention git-en to them. I am sure thii people would 
stand in % quite difTcrent light for ] may say (hat we are asJoyaLos— 
any in the King's Domain. We have bow two Regiments, part of 
a third & a train of Artillery in this town ordered here, it is said, in 
consequence of advice rccd. in Enghnd from hence, that there was 
a necessity for them. Such Kepreaeniation must be made by those 
who arc inimical to us & wish to see us in confusion. The Report 
of the Troops coming here alarmed the people much & more espe- 
cially as we were patiently waiting & in hopes of soon finding the 
good effects of our petition to his majesty, but unused as we are to 
troops & notwithstanding the apprehensions of people & such a 
number of troops in this Town, the people are quiet and peacea- 
ble and nat the least Disturbance has taken place. 

It is a great grief to this [cople that they are Deprived of ibe 
Benefits of a General Assembly, more especially at this time, when 
there is need of the wisdom of the whole Province to conduct our 
Public affairs. Under these circumst.inces a InrgcnumWrof lown:t 
appointed sevenlly their commillees to meet & consult & advise to 
the most prudent measures that might be taken at this time of Gen- 
eral Distress & accordingly they met & nher m.iny consul t.iiions & 
advisings to tbnl which ibey judged would most iimmote tlie good 
of the whole, they Retired. A stnte of the whole is hid before the 
Public & I am confidenl the Convention of these Committees had a 
happy Effect, to quiet the minds of the people, but notwiihsLinding 
the good intentions of these Committees I dare .tav they will be 
much misrepresented. All I ,can say is that everything here has 
been conducted with the greatest order, on the part of the people, 
and I can't but ho]>e lh.it when things are really Known in Engbnd, 
we shall be relieved. 1 pray & I doubt not of Yoitr Influence for 
us, and I wish soon to bear some good acct. from England. I 
liegin now to look for Capt. White, but under the present circum- 
stances our navigation & Trade must fail. The people are deter- 
mined to .stop Importing English pxAf.. for really trade is so 
embarrassed &'our Burthens so great that it is not worth a man*a 
pursuit. I know not what to do with the I.ydia. but thai she return 
to Boston, in which case you will please to let her be Rihsted with 
coals, I hope Capi. Folger is with you by this. If tilings do not 
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SO") l'ik« a more favorable Turn [ am determined to Contract my 
i;ii:,itii--s >^ M'll my Navigation for I annol carry on Business under 

lliu prt'soiit LJrtu instances of trade 

Tlif convention referred to by Hancock was held in 
l-;iiiciiH H;>ll on Sept. 22, called by a committee acting 
fur the town of Boston, of which John Hancock was one. 
Tlio governor wnrncd and threatened them, but they 
oiitiniiod in session until the 29th. 

The troops referred to by Hancock in the above Ict- 
ttrs were ordered to Uoston at an interesting period of 
tlic American struggle. The movement against the 
Stamp Act, commendable as it was in the main, had 
phases that were much regretted by the patriots. 
Hancock, wc have seen in his correspondence, po^- 
lively declared himself against them, and against all 
riots, wliich, thongh common in England, were in vio- 
l.iliiiii of that reverence for law thoroughly ingrained in 
llie American character. 
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ters were at New York, requesting troops, and to 
Commodore Hood at Halifax, asking for more ships. 

General Gage was surprised at not receiving a re- 
quest from the governor, but at once tendered Gover- 
nor Bernard, at Boston, all the forces that he might 
need to preserve the public peace. But the governor 
said he did not want troops to quell a riot, but regarded 
them essential to the good of his country. He there 
showed the folly of trying to serve tvro masters^ 

The ships were sent by Commodore Hood, and moored 
near Castle William ; but the governor was disappointed 
when he learned that his movements had only resulted 
in putting the troops in readiness to proceed to Boston 
on his requisition, which he did not give, but wrote, 
" The crisis awaits the arrival of the troops, and I now 
learn they are not coming." 

He laid the offer of the commanding general before 
the Council, when it was seen that the members were 
unanimously against having troops sent to the port. In 
his despair Governor Bernard wrote to Lord Harrington 
that he could ■' no longer depend upon the Council for 
the support of the small remains of royal and parlia- 
mentary power now left, the whole of which-had been 
gradually impeached, arraigned, and condemned under 
bis eye." He also declared that " Boston had been left 
under a trained mob from Aug. 14, 1765, to this present 
July 23, i;68." 

At length the die as to Massachusetts and Boston 
had been cast in the British Cabinet. It was decided to 
place a military force at the command of the governor ; 
and General G.ige at New York was notified to place 
troops at Castle William, and to station a detachment 
in Boston, and to keep a naval force in the harbor. 
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Tlio f;ovcrnor claimed to be ignorant of this action, 
hut (lid mention to one of the Council that he had a 
[11 ivato imticc that troops were ordered (o Boston. This 
was cnnu^li to excite the people, who were at once noti- 
tk-il of it, and |x:titioncd Hancock and other selectmen 
til call a meeting. It was held on the following Mon- 
cl^iy; "tlins openly and before all men, not covertly like 
a hiidy of conspirators, the leading men of Boston pre- 
pared for the inevitable." 

At length two regiments were brought to Boston by 
fifteen British men-of-war. It was on Sept 29 that 
they took a well-chosen fighting-position around the 
north end <)f the quiet but glorious town. 

The scene in the harbor on that first night was grand ; 
anil (k's])ite the forebodings of evil, many Boston men 
put out in their boats from their wharves to get a near 
view of the ships, while the many in their homes and 
lightly places witnessed the brilliant display of rockets 
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King Street (now State Street), to the Town House, 
where it halted until joined by the Twenty-ninth, when 
they marched to the Common. They were later joined 
by the Fifty-ninth Regiment and a train of artillery 
with two field-pieces. 

It is difficult to imagine the feelings of the people 
when these troops were landed. It is no wonder they 
were received as unwelcome intniders, and the selectmen 
absolutely refused to grant them quarters. Although 
Boston Common was a cow-pasture, the people resented 
. the use of it for the camp of one of these regiments. 

The public indignation was at its height when Faneuil 
Hall was taken as quarters for one of the regiments, . 
and no better feelings were engendered when Governor 
Bernard ordered the State House in King Street to be 
opened for their reception. 

While the town was in this state of excitement, an 
attempt was made to injure the reputation of Hancock. 
He was on the Board of Selectmen who objected to the 
quartering of troops in the public buildings. He was a 
representative in the General Court, and in May previ- 
ous had been chosen a member of His Majesty's Coun- 
cil, though negatived by Governor Bernard. While thus 
enjoying the confidence of the people, he was charged 
as endeavoring to secure from General Gage the con- 
tract to supply these unwelcome troops. Having learned 
from the Letter-book that Hancock had in former years 
corresponded with Colonel Dalrymple in regard to the 
supplies for the garrisons at Nova Scotia, which he was 
still supplying, it is not difficult to see how such a report 
was put in circulation by the Tory clement of the Prov- 
ince. But Hancock's letter of Nov. 1 2 settles the mat- 
ter: — 
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ri;s.-.KS. Edfs & Gill : — 

I i.lisi-rve in your bsl paper a piece signed Veritas, the writer of 
liii h s.i)s lie Hail ii rrom good authority, that a letter under my 
.iiul VI. IS piiMUIii^d in a coflee-house at Nen Yoric, requesting Hb 
AidU'iitv Ccn. Cige tliat I might supply the troops then expected. 
iiilnlii>.li1i:ivc3ni\vtl in this town. IT such a letter has been pro- 
m.-il iliiri'. or aiiynlicre else, I declare it to be a forgery; for I 
,i><- iiri'L-r iii.ulc .-i|>]ilic.iiion to any for tlie supply of said troops, 
'■% iliil I <.'M;r (loirc nny )>erson to do it for me. The person who 
r<>iliKi,'d ilie kiicr could have no other design but to injure my 
'|iiii.iiic>n, .-tiul :i1niic the gentlemen of New York. I therefore 
(..irf yoii vM'iild give iliis a place in j'our next, in which you will 
Ulij;e Your luimble servant, 

John Hancocic 

ll.>sTON, .\".Ti. II, 1768, 

Uiidor (Intc of Aug. 24, 1 768, Hancock writes a tetter 
I) r.cinfic Haley in which he says, — 

Our Ir.iile i? so liurlhcned & our difficuhies increasing so fast, 
lut iipiiii a mcL'lin^ uf our mcrch" it nna lliought prudent to stop 
itinn uf Good«, .it lensl for one year, & this Resolution 
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in a week 1 shall Tnnsmitt you }-our vhole acco" & send you an 
order for the full Bnllance of that accox when you will please to 
give up the Receipts my late Uucle gave you for the oiooies left in 
his hands. 

Mj Aunt joins ne in best compliments to you & I am with much 
esteem Sir, Your moat obed' humW* serv<- 

His Excellency Thomas Powtsall Esq. 

Hancock's recorded communications for the winter 
are but lamentations of the same nature, — words, per- 
haps, unconsciously penned from the burden of his own 
personal trials, as well as public concerns. The king's 
ships were in the bay, and his troops were in possession 
of the town ; and the selectmen needed to be on the 
alert to protect the interests of the citizens. The town 
being considered in control of the army, the detested 
commissioners of customs returned, and the Romney 
again appeared in the bay. The case of the sloop Lib- 
erty was brought up, and Hancock was arrested. He 
employed John Adams as his counsel. The merchant 
had the sympathy of the patriotic people, and was re- 
elected as selectman in March, 1769. The legal pro- 
ceedings against him increased his popularity ; and in 
May he was re-elected a representative to the General 
Court, receiving the highest number of votes, even two 
more than Samuel Adams. On April 13, 1769, Han- ' 
cock writes to Haley & Hopkins : — 

We are in daily e.xpeciation of hearing from London the result 
of Petitions on our alTairs. We have been basely misrepresented 
& cant but think ihey will be convinced of it & finally matters 
settled to the saiisfaction of all. 

The sincere desire on the part of the merchant doubt- 
less gave rise to his expressed hopes, which must have 
been without any pros]>ects to warrant them. Early in 
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.M:iv ilio town indorsed the proceedings of the merchants 
ri>|>cct ill;; the non-imixtrtation agreement, and rccorn- 
iiiciidLd to the inKtbitants not to purchase any goods of ', 
[iLisriiis win I had imiJortL-d in vessels, lately arrived from 
("rrtjat liiitain, not allowed by the agreement. When 
wc Linisidi-T that no man in the colony had so much at 
stake as Hancock, we almost wonder that his letters do 
tint j;ivc some evidence of his relenting; but nothing of 
till- kind apjicars. lie lalwred assiduously to have Gov- /' 
Liimr Ikrnaid remove the troops from the town. At 
tlie scssi'Ni of the General Court, convened on the last 
Wolncsday of May, nothing could be accomplished. 
[li.re was a demand ujxin the Province for funds to 
pay for (jiiartcring the troops in lk)ston. The spirit of 
l[;mti>ck nnd his associate representatives from Boston 
was never more fully aroused.' To be asked to tax them- 
sihes to pay for an army which had destroyed their 




l66 JOHN IIANCOCK, HIS BOOK 

The merclMiits of this town having come into a uen agreement 
Dot to suffer any freight lo be Uken on board their vessels, 1 beg 
you would note the same, & prevent any of it except Coals, Hemp, 
Duck & Grindstones being put on board any of my vessels. You 
will please to inform my ship nustcrs that they may conform them- 
selves accordingly. 

On Nov. 4 he adds : — 

If the Revenue Acts aire Repealed,! am hopeful you will be able 
to give Scott some freight. 

He orders o( Haley & Hopkins " 50 barrels of very . 
best pistol powder." Hancock was now placed in a 
most trying position. As a citizen, patriot, and town 
officer, he was doing all in his. power to bring about de-' 
sired ends by preventing importation. As a merchant, 
he was obliged to see these acts destroy what little busi- 
ness he had left, and he was brtngiiig trouble upon his - 
foreign agents and fast friends. 

The embarrassment of John Hancock, when it came 
to a practical application of the non-importation agree- 
ment, can best be realized by the following letters. 

Under the same date to Haley & Hopkins Mr. Han- 
cock writes: — 

I cannot now make a particular reply to your letter as I am 
wholly engaged in the accommodation of the late Importations, 
made here by Several Persons of this Town, which circumstances 
taking place at the only important moment that it should have been 
avoided, I must say Reflects great on tlie Importers. After many 
considerations of the Trade on this subject, the final Resolution was 
that nothing less would atone and be satisfactory than the Refusing 
the goods to London. The owners consented & this ship Scott has 
all the goods on board & 1 wish them a safe Landing in London. 
It gives me great uneasiness on your acct. that almost the whole of 
the goods that have arrived have been shipped by you and the 
trade were determined to pass Resolves which I was apprehensive 
would operate to your Disadvantage. I however was influential in 
abating the Resentment & actually made ofl^er of the crates to carry 
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1i[>mc u'lint goods Scott could not ukc & in this I really judged I 
».is nii'st csitntially prumolinj; your interests. But Scott tikes the 
»lii)li: [)f iW j^ootls, so iheres an end of it. However it i* a nwst 
uiilijil>> tiling you shipped lliose goods out. Only coDsider what 
.1 DiiTiKiicc Ji makes as lo the Inde & cunditioos of Individuals. 
^\>u build .suiiit up upon tl)e fall & Ruin of others. We ought also 
[u \i<: on .1 ru<>lirig& hope soon to see 3n Establishment of ourlntde 
im .1 5i>lid roiindaiiun. tlVith resptcl to this ship of mine, to ac- 
iiininiod.iK- ilie m.itlcr oT hnportation, 1 utfered my ship, freight 
fri'f. as slie br<jii)^hi some o^ille goods j'ou shipl the most fiom 
(livnilsliip III )itu k^ my own honor ,J was induced to make the offer, 
i iinly inciiiiuii iliis. I dun't mean (q. desire anjihing contrary to 
yijiir ii.-iii-..iciluii<i. but if you lihuuld think well of it, as in the con- 
sdiLitncc, you \i\\\ be more boncfiled th.m myself. As the offer I 
iii.idi; ('si.-ilili-<liL-d you whether it would not be reasonable that the 
ivjiinsL be burtic between us. These Relumed goods are regu- 
Lilly tlcurid our Custom House & I can't think there can be the 
l.c.isl DilTiculty in entering the ship in London. Should any arise. 
Trusting your Interposition to accommodate matters. 



of March 5, 1770, resulted in the re- 
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On June 29, 1770, Hancock addresses Harrison & 
Ansley thus : — 

1 hope e'er long matters will be so settled u that trade may 
revive, do convince your noble gentlemen at Helm of the ill conse- 
quences of a perseverance in their present measures, we are a people 
worth saving & ileserviog their notice and indulgence, as all we can 
posMbly obtain centres on your side. We sincerely feel the griev- 
ance and arc seeking redress. We can't always submit. It is a 
true saying " Oppression nill make a wise man mad.'' Do stir for 
us. I know your dis]>osilion and that you wilt help us all you can. 
I have to cxprt^ss my grateful nek n owl edge nients to your Mr. John 
Harrison for his very genteel present of Ihe table cloth & napkins, 
which Mr. G. H. delivered me. They are excessive genteel and by 
far the best in the Country. I wish I may have it in my power to 
retaliate. 1 must wait long before I can hope a manufacture of this 
country to return, but you must take the will for the deed. My 
Aunt joins me in her Compliments to you & connection particularly 
to Ihe Lady of Mr. C. H. with every wish in her favor. I am with 
respect, Gentn, 

Your assured friend & 

Obligd. humble servt. 

On the same date he acknowledges a gift of cheese^ 
and beer, " which has come to hand in good order." On 
the same date to Haley & Hopkins he says, " Inclosed 
you have a small mem" of allowed articles which you 
will please to send by the return of the Lydia," On 
Nov. s he writes to Haley & Hopkins, and speaks of 
having been absent six weeks, and neglected corre- 
spondence, which he resumes. On Nov, 27 he sends to 
Haley & Hopkins for " I hogsd Loaf sugar, single 
refined ; i Bbl. double refined," for his own use. He 
has had a letter from George Haley in regard to the 
refusal of the cargo, which was returned with a long 
explanation and apology. He replies to it on Dec. 27, 
I77<^ thus: — 
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] .sli^ill nut ducll on ihe subject which parlicuhrly occasioned 
IF jiiiv.itc k^lcr 10 me. Only say, what I can strictly and sol- 
III) ikcUrL- ilial in tlie wliole of my conduct during ihe late 
ly^lt liiie I >ias actuated solely by a principle of effecting the 
id iif mj CwLiitry, and sincerely thought a strenuous persevcr- 
.1.' ill the iion-importalion would have that effect, and indeed it is 
I my iijiinton, h.id there been a general atlentiun to that object, 
ttiiiM li.ive uurkfd out al least some good for us ; but as thinjfs 
.1; tiirni-d uul. I hope ail will be for the best, and I am disposed 
.ii.i|tii(->i:L- niid hc^irtily wish a perfect Harmony and recondliation 
\ i.ikc place. I am much obliged to you for your ver)- generous 
.rs ill regard tii the freight of the returned goods by Scott, and 
in m.iturc consltleralioo I most desire you will think no more of 
[ bi'licve u]i<.iii my own plan I should bear it, and I am willing 
bear it. I'sjiiciaily as my solcTnotive was the prospect of happy 
i>ii[iifncc resulting from it to my town and Country; however, 
. 1 ai.kiio«li;<lge my great obligation to you in that Inslance, as 
ii fur your strict attention to my interests in all my concerns, and 
|a: our curri'spundcnce may continue for a long time to mutual 
n)|>ortation I individually have 
■=^&. but the D.iilicul.irs 1 forbear 
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tale, in whidi at alt lime* I am difpoted to acquiesce, being fully 
coorinced of your aitenlion to my interests. . . . 

I fear you will think me rather guilty of Intrusion with my navi- 
gation, having so often occasion to request your lavour with respect 
to freight for my vessels. En the case of the Tadi, beg jo say that . 
if without interfering with your more ]»rlicuUr connections, you 
could give the Taoli a freight back to Boston. I should take it a 
singular £ivour, but upon the whole, if a freight back cannot be had 
& Brig will not fetch ;£8oo sterling or more, I must ask the favr. of 
" yoD to send her to Lisbon for a load of salt to bring to fiustoo, '' 
which you will please to conduct for me. 1 give Capt. Hall orders 
accordingly, and in case of a war, please to Insure Ifiao on the Brig 
the whole voyage, as also the amount of the Salt Cargo, and if a 
war, please to keep my navigation fully insured. Goods and freight ; 
this you will please to note. Since my last I have disposed of my 
ship John & her West India targo, having met with an offer that 
pleased me. I have a new ship of 300 Ions built in this town which 
I shall fix in her room & shall Despatch her to you the first of the 
Spring. In her Mr. Gilbert Harrison returns to England. 

He sends an order for goods for a shop to be set up. 
He is apparently actively engaged throtigh the spring 
months of \^^\, and interests himself in behalf of sev- 
eral men who wish to set up business in shops. On 
Oct. II, 1771, he says in a letter to his agents at Lon- 
don : " I have not been able to attend to any busiticss 
since April last." He complains of poor trade, and 
declares that he will not import to a town so stocked 
_ that things are sold many__times under the cost. In 
closing he says: — 

I am not without a prospect of seeing you & my friends in Lon- 
don, with the Leave of Indulgent Providence, by the middle of 
June next, having nearly Determined with Mr. Bowes & your G. 
H.'s friend Brattle to embark on board Scott, on his return next 
spring. 

Hancock had set up his brother Ebenczer in business ; 
but he had met the fate of many others, and failed 



HIS INTEREST IN HIS BROTHER I/I 

l!;iTicock, however, determines to venture again. He 

says : — • 

Tlitsi; goods arc for my brother, whom I am determined to eiiab- 
li^li ill l!u!.ini'.ss agitin in hopes he may better succeed, & overwhom 
I »li.il] bt: tartfiit to keep a watchful ej-e. 

It is gratifying to note tWs kindly interest which 
Jiilin lliincuck manifested in the business career of his . 
only hrothcr, ICbcnezer. It lasted through the life oi 
llic more wealthy merchant. We find that the Conti- 
nental Congress, of which John Hancock was president, 
on Jnnc 1 2, 1776, made choice of Ebenczer Hancock as 
ikputy paynuistcr-gcneral for the eastern department, 
and his headquarters were in Boston. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

HANCOCK RECOVERS FROM SEVERE ILLNESS. GIFTS TO BRAT- 
TLE-STREET CHURCH. HANCOCK MEMORIALS IN COUNTRY 
TOWNS. GIFT OF A FIRE-ENGINE TO BOSTON. JOHN 
HANCOCK COMMISSIONED A COLONEL OF CADETS. JOUR- 
NEY TO CONNECTICUT. BOSTON TEA-PARTY. HANCOCK 
SENDS WILLIAM PALFREY TO CARRY NEWS OF DESTRUC- 
TION OF TEA TO PHILADELPHIA. 

In a letter of Nov. 14, 1771, we learn why Mr. Han- 
cock has relaxed in business activity. It is to Haley 
& Hopkins : — 

** I readily confess there needs an apology to be made to you for 
my want of Punctuality in Replying to your Repeated Esteemed 
favrs. which I have Rec'd in the course of the Summer past, but 
when I tell you that since last April, I have not had a real well day 
till within ten days & my Indisposition such as to incapacitate me 
for attention to Business, I know you will readily excuse me & now 
thro the indulgence of a kind Providence I am so surprisingly Re- 
covered that I have plunged myself in the Business of Life again & 
if my health continues shall be as punctual as possible in my replies 
to your Letters & all my other Concerns with You." 

Thomas Hutchinson has been commissioned as chief 
executive, and John Hancock is still a representative 
from Boston in the General Court. Hancock writes : — 

Boston, July 7, 1772. 

Gextn : Your favr by Lydia I duly reed. & note the Contents. I 
have been for some time past and still am so engaged in our Gen- 
eral Assembly that I cannot now particularly Reply to your last 
favr. but shall by next; 1 have only time to Inclose you Invo & 
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I'lill I'll);;' of T.ir i^ Si.ivcs by the Lydia, Captain Hall, to jour 
iil'ln-is. wliich )ou will please to disposeof & credit me the pro- 
rci-iU. Vou have liiclused a Nnval Store Itill. Thit is a poor 
C.ir"i). 1'iit »lnt liitle oyl hns been at market has beeit held so high 
, ly ^3;. slcrt'^. tli.it 1 dar'd not to purchase, but thouj;ht it most 
Kli^iMi.- to vv.iii tlie Event of the fall Fishing, tho indeed there ha> 
l„-,iil.iil iiTriili'at maikel. I have delivered to Capt. lUU the Siie 
i.t < il.i>s iviih ilirociiuiis for a Nctv Meeting house Building in this 
lonn. I have dirpolcd Capt. Hall to deliver to you & lamtodcMre 
Vomvill plL'^ne to order it of the best quality, ivell packed & exactly 
i;niir<inii,il)!e to the pattern & directed to ship to me by Scoit or one 
Df iiiv VL-iicIs, lioxes marked I H K, charged to my accott, with 
Your very humble servi. 



. llAI-F. 



& Hopkins. 



Tlie order nf glass was for the Brattle-street Church, \ 
t'l which I lancock was giving liberally, the society heing 
that with which Madam Hancock and her family wor- 
-hijipcd. The corner-stone had already been laid, and 
the iiainc of Hon. John Hancock had been chiselled on 
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was made in the same month with that to the Brattle- 
street ChurchjJ 

In the adjoining town of Shirley there is a similar 
treasure, used still in the pulpit of the Unitarian Church, 
and held as a memorial of Madam Lydia Hancock, her 
name being duly inscribed upon it The occasion of 
the gift was the opening of the new meeting-house in 
that town, the wife of Rev. Phineas Whitney, the min- 
ister, being Lydia Bowes of Bedford, niece and name- 
sake of Madam Lydia (Henchman) Hancock. What 
an inspiration it must have been to those sturdy people 
at the dedication service to have the Hancock coach 
roll up to the door, and the honored widow conducted 
into their presence, followed by a colored slave, who 
bore the great Bible for the new pulpit ! What wonder 
that the first son of the parsonage should be named 
in honor of the lamented merchant of Boston, to whose 
honor Thomas Whitney and his descendants have re- 
flected much credit. 
/"^Hancock's popularity was recognized in the remotest 
settlements of New England, A section in Berkshire 
County, Mass., first called Jericho, from the natural walls 
on either side, was named Hancock when incorporated 
in 1776, at the time of John Hancock's presidency of 
the Continental Congress. 

A settlement in southern New Hampshire, begun 
about the same time, of which John Hancock was one 
of the proprietors, was incorporated as Hancock in 1779. 

A section of Addison County, Vt., settled in 1778, 
was given the name of HancoctJ 

Another way in which John Hancock manifested his 
regard for the town of Boston during the year 1772 was 
by the gift of a fire-engine, which he imported for that 
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lis was ordered to be kept near Hancock's 



[.UipoSC. 

wharf. ^ 

A letter of July 7, 1772, affords a hint of the condi- 
liuii of business nnd of the engagements of Hancock: — 

Ely iK'\i (i])i>ory, I sli.il) send jou accoit. of sales of Your Sugar 
,'i: Ik'i-'r. I ^ni now prevented & as 1 have been for some time & 
siill am 50 i.-nj^.igtd in our C.encral Assembly Ihat I must beg you 
iMusc niL' tliAi I c^nnut be more particular but by next will be 
L\|ilkil & [i:irrici]l:irly reply to your favr. 

! nni si.rrj lo Icll you I have no prospect of a sale of Your 
l.iiKii'i&c I cannot Gel tlie sterlg cost of these & they will not raise 
ilic tnoiit} unless sold at auction W^ niusl be attended with a great 
li>~s. Till' To»n is so full af Goods (hat ihcy are sold to los«, do 
-ivL- me directions \vh3l to do with them, Tho 1 will strive the Fall 
ScaMiii ii> Disj>osc of them without Loss — 1 shall write you fully in 
afcrt days. 

I am iviib Esteem Sir Your very humble servt. 

HKNitv Chuckk, Esq. 



772, Hancock patiscs in his official busi- 
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On May 17, 1773. Palfrey writes because o( the a 
scnce of John Hancock. 

The letter to Haley & Hopkins shows that Mr, Ha 

cock is still supplying the garrison at Nova Scotia. \ 

/'has been elected to the command of the Indepcnde: 

Cadets, well known as the governor's guard. The pu 

lie announcement was as follows: — 

" His Excellency, Ihe CapUin-General has been pleased lo co: 
missionate John HanccKk Esq., to be Captain of Ihe Company 
Cadets with the rank of Colond." 

He enters upon the duties of the ofHce regardless 
health, and advertises as follows: — 

"Wanted. Immediately — For His Excellency's Company 
Cadets. Two Fifers that understand Playing. Tliosc tiiat ; 
masters of musick, and are inclined to engage with the Compai 
are desired to apply to Col. John Hancock." j 

In Hancock's absence William Palfrey writes : — 
Boston, 17111-i/af, 1773. 

Gent. : I wrote you the s* inst pr. Calif acquainting Vou 
CoUo Hancock's intention to send Scott out with a load of Na 
Siores, with which the Haley is now loaded, and Inclosed You ti: 
Ini-« & Bill of Lading for J462 barrell of Tar, also a Naval Sii 
Bill. You will doubtless dispose of this Cargo for Mr. Hancoi 
best Interest & when sold please lo Credit him for tlie net procee 

The Collo has Icfl no directions with me respecting the sale 
the Ship, in case a saving price should offer, I tlierefore beg Te: 
to refer You to his former Letters on that subject by which you \ 
please to govern yourselves. 1 know he thinks her loo large for 
Trade, although she has hitherto been pretty successful, this 1 
been greatly owing to Your kindness. 

Madam Hancock desires her best compliments to your Lad 
Si. Families, with her sincere wishes for the recover)' of Miss Halt 
health, in which she is heartily joined by 

Cen< Your oblig'd & most 

Obed< servi W. P. 

Mess. Haley & Hopkins. 



JOUK?,'EY TO CONNECTICUT \jy 

Under the samo date, to Harrison & Ansley, Mr, Pal- 
frey writes : — 

Coll" 1 lanrnck h.is lately been so greatly indisposed tliat he has 
mil lietn alilc lo roply to jour several favors~"^' 

] I,- is -now nil n journey to Connecticut as welt for the recovery 
ipf liis lif.iltli a-i lo transact some jniblic bii-Mnesx relative to the [lar- 
liijiiii Line liclin'i'n this I'rovince and New York. 

1 \:<Vk till.* I.ilx-rtr, in his absence, to inclose you a memoranda 
f.ir .1 [l'w (joihIs for the ni.itk H. & I'., which you will please to 
(ijiii]>li.it i^ si'Mi] lint by the Return of the Haley. lie begs your 
jMiiiiiilar Atti'iition to the Qimlity & price of each article, that in 
\\\f s.ile v\c niac lie M least >i]>on a footing with our neighliori. We 
i'\]>t'Lt Mr. ll^iiicock bnck in a fcnr days, and if his Health will per- 
mit liL- ]uir[iost;s to write you particularly by the first opportunity. 
M.iilim H.incotk desires lier best resjKicts lo your C. H. & Lady & 
to vniir r.cnt'n. respectively. My compliments to your J. H.. Mr. 
I ho. lUrrlscin & Mr. Ansley. Mr, G. H. & Lady & all friends. 

I am willi ;irc.il esteem, 

Genl'n., your mast obed't. 
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had not been a pound to be procured in Boston for 
many weeks. The bcll was ning for the first time Oct. 
28, 177+ 

On Dec 21, 1773, he writes to his I^ndon agents: — 

We have been much agitated in consequence of the arrival of 
the Tea Ships by the East India Comp., and after every efTort was 
made to Induce the consignees to return it from nhcnce it came & 
all proving inefTectual, in a very Tew Hours the whole of the Tea on 
Board Drvce, Coffin & Hall > was thrown into the sail ivaler. The 
particulars 1 must refer you to Capt. Scott for; indeed I am not 
. acquainted with them myself, so as to give a Detail. Capt. Loring 
in a Brig with the remainder of the Tea Is cast on shore at the back 
of Cape Codd. Philadelphia & York are Determined the Tea shall 
not hind. I enclose you an extract of a letter I Rec'd. from Phila.; 
by which you will see the spirit of that people. No one circum- 
stance could possibly have taken place more eRcctivcly to unite the 
Colonies than this manouvre of the Tea. It is Universally Resented 
here & people of all ranks detest the measure. Our papers & Dr. 
Williamson, who is passenger in Scott, will inform you many cir- 
cumstances. 1 Determine if myj!)yle gets up tomorrow my Brigt. 
Lydia shall dejurt in six days. I shall recommend her to be sold. 

The information which Mr. Hancock, in the above 
letter, says he received from Philadelphia, was doubtless 
brought by his trusted agent, William Palfrey. 

While Hancock is silent at this point, his friend An- 
drews writes, under Dec. i : — 

Having just returned from fire club, and am now, in company 
with the two Miss Masons and Mr. Williams of your place [Phila- 
delphia], at Sam. Eliot's, who have been dining with him al Colo- 
Hancock's, and acquaints me that Mr. Palfrey sets off Express for 
New York and Philadelphia at five o'clock to-morrow morning to 
communicate ye transactions of this town respecting the tea. 

' ' The "Tea-ships" were D.irlmoulh, Eleanor, snd Beaver. Francit 

Rotch owned the Dartmoulh, the first to arrive in Boston, wllh Jamci 

. Hall as captain; Jamci Bruce was captain of the Eleanor, and Ileickiah 

Coffin ol the Beaver. It is probable that William Rotch. brother to Fran- 
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.J uiuincT, Whom I am d 

li>h in liiisiniss a^^.iin in hoix-s lie may better sue 
I bliall be careful to keep a watchful eye. 

It is gratifying to note tills kindly 
John Hancock manifested in the businc 
only brother, Ebenezer. It lasted thro 
the more wealthy merchant. We find \ 
ncntal Congress, of which John Hancock 
on June 12, 1776, made choice of Ebencz 
deputy paymaster-general for the easter 
and his headquarters were in Boston. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

HANCOCK RECOVERS FROM SEVERE ILLNESS. GIFTS TO BRAT- 
TLE-STREET CHURCH. HANCOCK MEMORIALS IN COUNTRY 
TOWNS. GIFT OF A FIRE-ENGINE TO BOSTON. JOHN 
HANCOCK COMMISSIONED A COLONEL OF CADETS. JOUR- 
NEY TO CONNECTICUT. BOSTON TEA-PARTY. HANCOCK 
SENDS WILLIAM PALFREY TO CARRY NEWS OF DESTRUC- 
TION OF TEA TO PHILADELPHIA. 

In a letter of Nov. 14, 1771, we learn why Mr. Han- 
cock has relaxed in business activity. It is to Haley 
& Hopkins : — 

** I readily confess there needs an apolog}* to be made to you for 
my want of Punctuality in Replying to your Repeated Esteemed 
favrs. which I have Rec*d in the course of the Summer past, but 
when I tell you that since last April, I have not had a real well day 
till within ten days & my Indisposition such as to incapacitate me 
for attention to Business, I know you will readily excuse me & now 
thro the indulgence of a kind Providence 1 am so surprisingly Re- 
cover*d that I have plunged myself in the Business of Life again & 
if my health continues shall be as punctual as possible in my replies 
to yoiu* Letters & all my other Concerns with You." 

Thomas Hutchinson has been commissioned as chief 
executive, and John Hancock is still a representative 
from Boston in the General Court. Hancock writes : — 

Boston, July 7, 1772. 

Gextn : Your favr by Lydia I duly reed. & note the Contents. I 
have been for some time past and still am so engaged in our Gen- 
eral Assembly that I cannot now particularly Reply to your last 
£avr. but shall by next; I have only time to Inclose you Invo & 
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THE AA-k'/fAL OF THE TEA-SHIPS I79 

Of tlic arrival o( the tea-ships he says: — 

It lia^ ciiis'il yc most spirited and finn conduct to be obsenr'd 
thai (^vcr vvns known, the regularity and particulan of nhich pro- 
ceeding^ Mr. r.ilfrcy will be able to tell you. The consignees have 
nil taUin llicir iL-sidence at the Castle, as they still persist in their 
rLTiisai lo l.ikc llic tea back. Its not only ye town but the country 
cirt unaniniDiLs .igiiiiisl Ihe landing it, and at the Monday and Tues- 
d.iy mrttinfjs. Ilii-y altended to the number of .lome hundreds from 
.til ihc nei^liliurin^ towns within a do/en miles, — 'twould putxle 

.iiiy pi-rson.lo purcli.ise a p.iir of p Is id tonrn, as they are all 

biiu^^hl up, with a full determination to repell force lo force. 

The above letter, penned by John Andrews, and be- 
fore ptiblishcd, shows the quiet and expeditious manner 
in which John Hancock exerted himself for the public 
KihkI at this im]-M)rtant time. He must have had a deep 
pLTS(m,il interest in the tea trouble, but is silent upon 
his private interests ; he puts his strength into the wel- 
fare of the public. 
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was made in the same month with that to the Brattle- 
street ChurchJ 

In the adjoining town of Shirley there is a similar 
treasure, used still in the pulpit of the Unitarian Church, 
and held as a memorial of Madam Lydia Hancock, her 
name being duly inscribed upon it. The occasion of 
the gift was the opening of the new meeting-house in 
that town, the wife of Rev. Phineas Whitney, the min- 
ister, being Lydia Bowes of Bedford, niece and name- 
sake of Madam Lydia (Henchman) Hancock. What 
an inspiration it must have been to those sturdy people 
at the dedicatbn service to have the Hancock coach 
roll up to the door, and the honored widow conducted 
into their presence, followed by a colored slave, who 
bore the great Bible for the new pulpit I What wonder 
that the first son of the parsonage should be named 
in honor of the lamented merchant of Boston, to whose 
honor Thomas Whitney and his descendants have re- 
flected much credit 
/^^^ Hancock's popularity was recognized in the remotest 
settlements of New England. A section in Berkshire 
County, Mass., first called Jericho, from the natural walls 
on either side, was named Hancock when incorporated 
in 1776, at the time of John Hancock's presidency of 
the Continental Congress. 

A settlement in southern New Hampshire, begun 
about the same time, of which John Hancock was one 
of the proprietors, was incorporated as Hancock in 1 779. 

A section of Addison County, Vt., settled in 1778, 
was given the name of Hancock. / 

Another way in which John Hancock manifested his 
regard for the town of Boston during the year 1772 was 
by the gift of a fire-engine, which he imported for that 
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be kind enouyli to ship Twenty Tons of good Hemp & Forty thai- 
iliuns i)f Conls, nUi) Fifty pieces of Russia Duck. If bisHeallh will 
])i:[mil lie intends lo write you himself by a vessell which will sail 
from liciicc in a few days. 

I am Gent. Your most hble Serv<- 

\V"- VhVtKt-t. 

Mkmks. Halev St Hopkins. 

Jan. 26, 1 774, was the date of the opening of the ses- 
sion of the General Court of which John Hancock was a 
member from Hoston, having received all but two of 419 
votes cast. It was a critical time, and the duties were 
exhausting; but Mr. Hancock is found assuming the 
aiklcd responsibility of presiding at the town-meeting, 
anil of delivering the massacre oration of March 5, 1774- 
His bold utterances at this time gave great offence to 
the executive, and more especially to the officers of the 
standing army. A copy of the oration was requested of 
Mr. Hancock for publication. (See Appendix 11.) 
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vatc business, as witncsscth the following document, in 
possessbn uf Mr. John M. Graham of Hoston. 
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On Wednesday, May lo, Mr. Hancock experienced 
the renewal of the confidence of the voters of the town 
by a unanimous re-election to the General Court ; his 
associates being Tliomas Gushing, Samuel Adams, and 
William Phillips. 

It was at an adjourned session of this meeting that 
the town took action in regard to the " lidict of a Brit- 
ish Parliament for Blocking up the Harbor of Boston 
and annihilating the trade of this town." 

John Hancock now sees the ruin which he has so often 
predicted about to visit the town. But there is a glim- 
mer of hope in the dq>arture of Governor Hutchinson, 
and the arrival of Governor Gage ; yet it soon goes out 
in despair. 

It was the duty of Colonel Hancock and his company 
to receive and escort His Majesty's representative to the 
State House. He landed at Long Wharf on May 19, 
and received dite honor at the hands of Colonel Hancock 
and the Cadets. 
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Gayo was priiclaiineil governor amid the acclamations 
i]f till.' jioiiplt:. They all partook of a bountiful enter- 
Miiunciit at I'anciiil Hall, when the new governor ex- 
l■lc^^c(l himself as aware of the unwelcome errand he 
iMLui.' itjKii), hut said, as he was a servant of the Crown, 
1r- was obliged to sec the Act put in execution. His 
wuuls wcie carefully followed by John Hancock and the 
k hIlts ill the patriotic movements, who also watched 
I .uh subsequent act of official authority. 

Althiniyb the l.ettcr-book affords us no light ujmn the 
iiiiiveiiicnts of Hancock at this critical time, |the blank 
jiages are forcible reminders of the man too much en- 
grossed to place his thoughts ui»on paper. No more 
iiiijiorlaiit subjects ever agitated the minds of the men 
of Itostoii than those discussed in John Hancock's count- 
iti;; room and other patriot headquarters. 

We can imagine the indignation of the Cadets when, 
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Governor Gage met the assembly, and inforincd them 
that he had " the king's particular commands for hold- 
ing the General Court at Salem ;" accordingly he ad- 
journed the Legislature to Salem, there to meet on 
Tuesday, the 7th of Jun& This was because of the en- 
forcement of the Port Bill, which took effect before the 
Le^slature came together again. But Hancock and 
other representatives had not been idle ; and when they 
reassembled at Salem they made it their first business 
to protest against this adjournment, and prepared their 
answer to the governor's speech. This session, noted 
for lack of harmony, continued until the 17th of June, 
and was then dissolved by the governor's proclamation, 
read on the stairs of the Representative Chamber by 
Secretary Flucker, the door having been closed against 
him. But this act of His Excellency was not until after 
the representatives had passed resolutions, appointing 
John Hancock and others as delegates to the Continental 
Congress at I'hiladelphia, and made appropriation to de- 
fray their expenses. 

John Hancock consequently acted in the last legisla- 
tive assembly regularly convened in Massachusetts un- 
der writs issued by a governor appointed by the Crown. 

The distress of the summer months was made doubly 
trying by the fears of the winter on the part of the poor. 
'' The merchants were obliged to see their ships idle at 
^the wharf and their warehouses vacant. But Hancock 
was fully occupied as one of the selectmen in attending 
the meetings of the Board held from week to week to 
settle the many new questions arising in the town. He 
was conspicuous by his absence at the meeting of Aug. 
1 3, called by request of Governor Gage, when His Excel- 
lency notified the Board "that he had received from 
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I'iij,'taiid the two Acts of Parliament lately passed in 
uhich was iiiscTted a clause forbidding the calling of 
luwd-mtctings without special license from the gover- 
TKir." Hilt tills (lid not disturb those far-seeing selectmen, 
who had two town -nice tings now alive by adjournment. 

Hancock's vii,'ilance, as a selectman, in the public in- 
terests, willy slackened when he was called to duty as a 
representative. 

Guvernor Gage's order for the General Court to con- 
vene on the 5th of October, although subsequently coun- 
teiniaiided, resulted in an assembly of ninety of the 
representatives. These resolved themselves into the 
Troviiicial Congress, of which John Hancock was made 
o!iairntaii, and Iknjamin Lincoln was chosen clerk. 

■Jhey then a(liourned to meet at Concord on the fol- 
liiwing Iiiesday. When reassembled, the chairman attd 





Thus they went on step by step until the record of 
the First Provincial Congress was completed on Dec. 
lo. 177+ 

The interim between this adjournment and the as- 
sembling of the Second Congress afforded Mr. Hancock 
no rest. He appears immediately with the selectmen 
devising plans for the control of the small-pox, which 
the army brought to the town. 
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So urgent was this duty that they met on Sunday, 
and prepared a notice for print in the papers of the fol- 
lowing morning, in order that the townspeople might be 
relieved of their anxiety. But the disease was not 
easily suppressed ; and the selectmen were in session 
daily, and Hancock is recorded as being in attendance. 

During these weeks of anxious care, there were 
strange scenes in the vicinity of the Hancock mansion ; 
for the king's army was in camp on the Common, and 
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its incJVCiiK-nls by day or night were easily detected by 
ilic iiccuji.inls (if that famous dwelling. Among the 
fiL'i[in.iit t;iiLsis (if Madam Hancock, during that memo- 
i.ihk' wiiittT iif 1774-1775, was Dorothy Quincy, who in 
hoi "111 ngc, as Mndam Scott, said she well remembered 
htaiiiig ICarl Percy's voice when drilling the regulars 
near ihc Hancock mansion. 

The Sucojiil I'rovincial Congress opened at Cam- 
liridge on Feb. I, 1775; and John Hancock was there 
111 ihe service of Hoston. He was unanimously elected 
:is the president of that body, and one of a committee 
Iti cniisidcr and report "the state and circumstances of 
llie I'ruvincc." On the fourth day of that session we 
find John Hancock putting the motion "that the secrc- 
l.iry lie direcliid to write Col. Robcrson, desiring him to 
dulivei llie four Ijra.iis field pieces, and the two brass 
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Holbrook's lame foot was carefully placed, was the one 
hiding-place undisturbed. Hence schoolmaster, boys, 
and other patriots had the satisfaction of knowing that 
they had acted an important part in saving two of the 
guns, and in carrying into execution the resolve of the 
Provincial Congress; for those guns were in service 
through the whole war, and are now seen on the wall 
inside of the top of Bunker Hill Monument, known as 
the' Hancock and Adams. 

THE HANCOCK: 

SACRED TO LIBERTY. 

Hu* is one of four cannon which constituted the whole 
train of Field Artillery possessed by the British Colo- 
nies of North America at the commencement 
of the war on the I9>>> of April, 1775. 

THIS CANNON 

and its Icllow, belonging to a number of citizens of Iloslon, 

were used in many ent^a-iemenls during the war. The 

Other two, the properly of the Government of 

Massachusetts, were taken by the enemy. 



By order of the United Stales, in Congress 
assembled May 19, 1788. 

These two guns were used. mapy years in the "An-' 
cicnt and Honorable Artillery," and by them the 
Adams was burst in firing a salute. 

It was in this session of the Provincial Congress that 
John Hancock and his associates, chosen by the former 
Congress as delegates to the Continental Congress, 
" were authorized and empowered, with the delegates 
from the other American Colonies, to adjourn from 
time to time, and place to place, as they shall judge 
necessary, and to continue as delegates until the end of 
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r," TliL' first SL-ssioii adjourned on Feb. 16; and 

its i>rcsitlciit, Jului Hancock, back in Boston on 

Ix'ith the selectmen. On March 9 he was with 

olTicials in their meeting "lo examine into the 

|)f this morning when a countrj'man was tar'd and 

red and carrieil thro' the Streets of this Town by 

Tarty of Suldiers of the 47. Regiment headed 

" Nesbit." 1 

he meeting uf March 11, Hancock was in atten- 
I wlien Dllson's case was freely discussed, and a 
lonlcTcd to be sent to the selectmen of liillerica, 
was absent on the 14th, when the ofRcials of 
■jwn appeared before the Boston authorities. 
Bthe isth and iSth he was in the sessions. W^'vl 
wonder at this ; for, on the previous evening, . , 
I Hancock's elegant seat, situated near the Com- 
,vas attacked by a number of ofRcers, who with 
■urds, cnt and hacked the fence before his house 
ln.st scanilaloiis manner and behaved very abusively, 
[aking jjeople's windows, and insulting every per-j 
et." With tht'se scenes fresh in his mind, 
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an anxious face at Concord on the morning of the 22(1, 
when the second session of the Provincial Congress 
assembled But with an unfaltering purpose he entered 
upon the duties of the president of the Assembly, and 
was faithful at his post until the adjournment on the 
I 5th of April 

Knowing the condition of affairs in Boston, we con- 
clude that Hancock did not return to his home during 
the intermissions of the session, but that he went to 
the Lexington parsonage, where his cousins, Rev. nnil 
Mrs. Jonas Clark, gladly welcomed him and his associate. 
Turning again to the Hancock mansion, we arc not 
^rprised to find Madam Lydia Hancock anxious, espe- 
cially now that her nephew, the master of the hous^, is 
ab^nt, and ser\'ing as president of the Provincial Con- 
grees, making plans to thwart the king's army. The 
■ nipdcst parsonage at Lexington offers a safe retreat for 
'her; and in company with her young friend, Miss 
Quincy, she is driven in her coach to the home nf her 
niece, where the family are once more together. John 
Hancock was on familiar ground when at this Lexington 
home; for, as we have seen in the introduction, lie 
spent much of his time in childhood with his grand- 
~|)arents at this place. Upon the adjournment of the 
Congress at Concord he went immediately to Lexing- 
ton ; and Paul Revere has told us that he carried a mes- 
sage from Dr. Warren to Hancock and Adams on ihc 
following Sunday, whom he found at the home of Rev. 
Jonas Qark. 

I have sat in that old parsonage until I have seen in 
fancy the notable group of that April night, as they 
gathered about the time-honored hearthstone. 

The last rays of the setting sun have left the dampness 
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f.( the Rjcatlows to gather about the home; and each 
guest anJ family occiii«nt has gladly taken scats within 
the huiise, while Mrs. Jonas Clark ha.^ dosed the shut* 
Icrs, added a new fore-log, and fann*.'d the embers to a 
diccr/ul flame. Although the venerable widow is par- 
tiiilly hidden in the shadow, the flickering candle reveals 
the sadness uf her counteniince when the condition of 
alfaiis in Hoston is disensscd. lint the shadow is dis- 
jullod for a time as Madam Hancock tells her nephew * 
ami other guests of the visit that day from her [lastor, 
Ki'i-. Dr. Cooper, who fled from Boston on the i6lh of 
Ajiril, and went out to Weston, and had taken a trip 
ti» the Lexington ixirsonage. and dincd there with her 
ami Rev. and Mrs. Clark. The stern and inflexible 
Samuel Adams hears it all, and declares his purpose 
wiih undaunted zeal, finding in Rev, Jonas Clark one of 
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we trace John Hancock, as with Samuel Adams and 
Miss Quincy,. he is driven over to Woburn Precinct, 
Burlington, where the company are welcomed by Mad.-)ni 
Jones at the Precinct Parsonage But Hancock \vas not 
permitted to' remain there long. An excited messenger 
brought a false alarm ; and when about to sit down to a 
bountiful meal, the two patriots were conducted by Cuff, 
the parsonage negro slave, away through the woods to 
the home of Amos Wyman,' in an obscure comer of the 
town of -Billerica, just at Bedford line. How Hancock's 
»carlet .cloak must have aroused the songsters of thnt 
April morning, as his graceful figure glided through the 
forest ! and how welcome must have been the sight of 
that rude home as they approached the door, which 
swung open as Cuff pnllcd the latch-string, and proudly 
ushered , in the noted men ! The early start, bracinj; 
April breeze, and savory smell of promised food at the 
parsonage, conspired to arouse an appetite in these men 
that could not be longer suppressed. The modest 
housewife gave her unaccustomed guests the best she 
had. Cold boiled salt pork, cold potatoes, and brown 
bread were strange viands for Hancock ; but he ate 
them with a relish that was not forgotten when he was 
again master of his own home. 

' The Wyman cslnle of 1 775 b now own«i] by Mr. George BrnnttI ni 
Hurlington. Hirough hit permission, patriotic dliteni ol Hillerlca have 
taken slept to !idd to the natural and historical attractions of the pl.irr. 
The old well hai been restored to its (ormei uselulncss; and a bowlJiT, 
neai Ihe old heorth-slone, bears the following inscriplion: — 

AMOS 'WVMAN HOMESTEAD. 

" JOHN HAN'COCK AND SAMUEL ADAMS 

FouwB Rm-cm fiioh tiii Bidtish SoLMiH, Ana 19. itjs- 

This iHSCHirnoii flacbd h>i> rr thi Biludica Hutoiicjm. Soci«tv, i»j»- 
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FLIGHT FROM CAGE'S ARMY 



I9S 



I low long John Hancock and his companion remained 
\\\ seclusion is not known ; but wisely directed caution 
must have kept them beyond the |X)ssib1e reach of Gen- 
eral Gage, who was bent on their arrest, to be sent to 
Kngland for trial 
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CHAPTER XVin 

JOHN HANCOCK CHOSEO PRESIDENT OF THE SECOND CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. HE IS I'HUSCRIRED BV PROCLAMA- 
TION OP GENERAL CAGE. A LOVE-LETTER AND SUBSEQUENT 
MARRUGE. 

The third session of the Second Provincial Congress 
convened at Concord on April 23, and immediately ad- 
journed to Watertown, Rut as Hancock was a delegate 
to the Continental Congress, to convene at Philadelphia 
on May 10, he did not again appear in that body. 

His next appearance is told by the following letter to 
the Committee of Safety : — 

[Fiom A'eur England Magautit,'] 



CF.NTLEMEN: Mr. S. Adams and myself, just arrived here, find 
no intelligence from you, and no guard. We just hear an express 
has jusi pa.sscd through this place to you, from New York, inform- 
ing that administration is bent upon pushing matters; and that four 
regiments are expected there. How are we to proceed? Where 
are our brethren? Surely, we ought to be supported. I had rather 
be with you; and, at present, am fully determined 10 be with you. 
t)efore I proceed. I beg, by ihe return of this express, to hear from 
you, and pray, furnish us wiih depositions of the conduct of the 
troops, the cert.iinly of their firing first, and every circumstance 
relative to the conduct of the troops from the 1^*' instant, to ll>is 
time, thai we may be able to give some account of matters as we 
proceed, especially at Philadelphia, also, I beg you would order 
your secretary to make out an account of your proceedings since 
what has taken place ; what your plan is ; what prisoners we haix. 
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\ hai e of ours ; who of note wns killed, on both sides ; 
our foicfs, &c. 

I in jfoud spirits? For Cixl's s^ikc do not sulTer tlie 

;, until the]* have pcrfntcd the icductiun of uur ene- 

1 tiiHit be entered ; the troujn must be sent awar, 

valuable, but our country must be Mved. 

|rL-3t in thai lunn. Wliat can l>e the enjiiymcnl of lh.it 

ilili^cd to hold it at (he will of Ccn. Ca;^ or any one 

t not your vigiLince, yout furtitude, and resolution. 

aw liow you proceed. We must have the Castle. 

it be . ■ ■ Slop up the harbor against large vessels 

know beller what to do than 1 can point out. Where 

;.i Are -Mr. Paine -.ind Mr. John Adams to be with 

we to depend uiion? \Vc travel rather as deserters, 

jt submit to. 1 uill return and join you, if I cannot 

n, as I want much to hear from you. How goes on 

Who is your prcsidcni? Are the niemljers hearty? 

r Mr. S. Adams and myself to all friends. Cod be 

ir f.iilhful and lie.irlv counlrym.-in 
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the Lexington alarm, and were ready to share in the 
perils of the time. But how would the rest of the 
country regard the movement ? Would they stand by 
Massachusetts in this extremity ? It was such questions 
that disturbed the minds of these delegates to the Sec- 
ond Continental Congress. They were sure of New 
England ; and as the Hancock coach rolled along through 
Connecticut, the occupants felt perfectly safe, but the 
attitude of New York was yet to be learned. 

Hancock's letter to Miss Quincy supplies the infor- 
mation ; — 

[Ktom " Family MenioiUU," bjr Edward E. Salisbury.] 

Nbw VoilK, Saitalh EifH'g, May 7, 177J. 
Mv Deah DOLLV: — 

] Artiv'd well, iW Fatigued, at King's Bridge at Fifty Minutes 
after Two o'clock yesterday, where I found the Delegates of Massa- 
chusetts and Connect', with a Number of Cenlleraen from New 
York, and a Guard of the Troop. I Din'd and then set out in I'lu- 
cession for New York, the Carriage of your huinlile servant of couiie 
being first in the Procession. When we Arrlv'd within three Miles 
of the Gly we were Met by the Grenadier Company and Regiment 
of the Gly Militia under Arms, Gentlemen in Carriages and i>n 
Horseback, and many Thousand of Persons on Fool, the Ko.ids 
fill'd with people, nnd the greatest Cloud of Dust I ever saw. In 
this Scituallon we Entered the City, nnd passing thro' the Prinditil 
Streets of New York amidst the Acclamations of Thousands wore 
set Down at Mr. Fr.incis's. After Entering the House three Hui/as 
were Given, and the People by Degrees Dlspers'd. 

When I got within a mile of the City my Carriage was slopl. 
and Persons appearing with proper Harnesses insisted upon Taliins 
out my Horses and Dragging me into and through the City, a Cir^ 
cumstance 1 would not have had Taken place upon any considera- 
tion, not being fond of such Parade. 

I Beg'd and Inlreated that they would Suspend the Design, -md 
Bsk'd it as a favour, and the Matter Subsided, but when I goi 10 
the Entrance of the City, and the Numbers of Spectators increa^'d 
to perhaps Seven Thousand or more, they Declar'd they would 
have the Horses out and would Drag me themselves thro' the Ciiy. 
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y Request, and I n'as oblig'd to apply to the Leading 

the procession to intercede nilh them not to Catry 

into E-vecullon ; as k w>s very diugreeable to me. 

I l.i&t jxevail'i] upon and I proceded. 1 n^is much 

1 (or iheir good wishes and Opinion, in short no 

isjlbly be more nolic'd than myself. 

; Itode so fAsI and so many Miles you may mell 

|iuch Fatigu'd, but no &ooncr had I got into the Room 

ere Visited by a great number of Cenllcmen of 

D the dly. who Took up the Evening. 

lo'clock I Sat down to Supper of Fried Oysters, &c., 

t to Capt. Scars's (the King Inn) and Lodg'd. 

|:l>xl;, went lo the House first mcnlion'd. Breakfasted, 

'111 to Meeting, where 1 heafd a most excellent Ser~ 

Livingston. Retum'd to the same House, a most. 

r provided. 

eeting. heard Dr. Rogers, a fine preacher. To- 
ng propose to Cross the Ferry. We are to have a 
several Boats and a Number of the City Cenllemea 
>iet. I lan't think ihcy will Dare attack us. 

mpany of ihe Cily is lo Conlinuc under .\rms 

■p and wc have a Guard of ihtm Nijjbl and Day 

a s.id morlification for ihc Tories, things 
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It is apparent that Hancock's ideas, when at Worces- 
ter, of the duty o( the Provincial Congress, were exactly 
those (^ that body left by him ; for, as suon as the Con- 
tinental Congress assembled, a packet was received from 
Massachusetts Congress, containing copies of the depo- 
sitions sent to London, of the address to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, and a letter to Benjamin Franklin, Esq. 

As we have been interested in the noted men shown 
by the Letter-book to have been in touch with Hancock 
at Boston, so we cannot fail to have an interest in those 
with whom he came in contact through the opening and 
progress of the Second Continental Congress at I'hila- 
dclphia. There was George Washington from Virginia, 
whom Hancock had met in Boston in the year 1756. 
Richard Henry Lee, a close companion of Colonel 
Washington, was early introduced to Hancock by John 
Adams, who had made the acquaintance of the Virginian 
at the former Congress. Peyton Randolph, the presi- 
dent of the former Congress, and also the one chosen 
to the honored seat for the Second Congress, was early 
presented to Hancock, the man who almost alone of the 
wealthy, aristocratic merchants of Boston had early es- 
poused the side of opposition to Great Britain. Others 
from Virginia were Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin Har- 
rison, and Richard Bland. Benjamin Franklin and Han- 
cock met before the Congress assembled. They were 
both Massachusetts bom, and now, as regards age and 
experience, stood in the relation of father and son. 
George Clinton and Robert Livingston from New York 
were soon on friendly relations with Hancock. 

The late coming of Thomas Jefferson in place of 
Peyton Randolph, who was obliged to return to his 
home, brought another man to the side of I-Iancock. 



...^ .. ...iiticiii Class of society, wa 
in Ills presence. 

It was ihiring the early part of 
lleiierai fia.m; at Ho.ston issued a pr 
IHirdun to all the rebels except Samu 
I lancock, " whose offences arc of too 
to admit of any other consideration tV 
punishment." It was a proscribed i 
lectcd by this notable assembly as thi 
I'eyton Randolph retired. Bcnjam: 
ducted John Hancock to the presidcr 
ing as he went, " We will show Brit 
value her proscriptions." 

Hancock's ability as a presiding offi 
tcctcd in the Boston town-meetings, ai 
position he merited much credit. It 
cock was in the chair that Washingto 
by John Adams as commander-in-chi 
ncntal army. Thus Virginia and Ma 
strengthening their early alliance. It 
ination that John Adams is credited 
tccted in the countenance of Hanc< 
resentment. Without questioning th' 
Adams to penetrate to »»»■ *"-'=■ 
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It does not appear that Hancock joined the army 
under Washington, but the letter ^x^s for itself. 
Other and later evidence of Hancock's friendly regard 
for Washington is seen in the naming of his son John 
George Washington Hancock. 

In May, Congress directed reprisals to be made, both 
by public and pri\'ate armed vessels, against the ships 
and goods of the mother country, found on the high 
seas. By this act, known as pri\-ateering, Hancock saw 
that the Congress were in sympathy with him and other 
merchants who had for years been declaring that the 
commercial question \vas the one of great importance. 

As the overburdened merchant, banker, or politician , 
leaves his oflice, and seeks relief in the quiet of domes- 
tic comforts, so we find the president of the Continental 
Congress, with mind distracted by private and public 
cares, turn for relief to the most common, trifling con- 
cerns of domestic life. ^ 

Lest we lose sight of that charming young lady last 
seen at the parsonage at Wobum Precinct, let us leave 
the arena of government, and follow her fo Fairfield, 
Conn., where she is the guest at the house of Tbaddcus 
Burr, and there receives a letter from her lover. John 
Hancock. 

[From Nrv England Maiotint.\ 

Philad'a, iMb yHw, 177S- 
Mv Dr. DollV: I am almost prevail'd on to think that my let- 
ters to my Aunt & you are not read, for I onnoi obtain a reply. 1 
have ask'd million questions & not an answer to one, I beg'd you to 
lei me know what things my Aunt wanted & you. and many other 
matters I wanted to know, but not one word in answer. 1 Really 
Take it extreme unkind, pray my D'' use not so much Ceremony S: 
Reservedness, why can't you use freedom in writing, be not afraid 
of me, I want long Letters. 1 am glad the little things 1 sent you 
were agreeable. Why did you not write me of the top of the Um- 



i. 1 '' 
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iIosM litli-r for )our F.iUier you will rwd. & 
juu uill uLst-ric I mtntion in it your uiiiin.;; y. 
.1 ftw iitcv-s^irii's for Kaly Stw-iil, «lul yuu 
h.nt 5: Hi>y J.imcs, tliis only btlHi-tii you a 
Failier 1 sliould be jjlad to hear from liim, & 1 
you will write me ofteo & long Letters, I will fi 
will mend In future. Do ask my Aunt lo tnaki 
Watch String, & do you nuke up another & st 
out lasL I want some little thing of your doit 

Remember me to all Friendi with you as if 
upon & must <Aej, 

I have sent you by Doc Church In a paper I 
the following things, for your acceptance, & w 
wear, if you do not, I shall think the Donor is i 
2 pair white silk 
4 pr. white thread 
I pr. BlacV Satin 
I p. Black Calem Co. 

I very pretty light Hat 

I neat Airy Summer Cloak. (I asV Doer. C 

I Fann 

I wish these may please you, I shall be gratil 
write me, 1 will attend to all your Commands. 
Adieu my D^ Girl, and believe me to be wi 



};' 



stockings w 

think will 

shoes, the o 

Shall be sen 



Affection. 



Yours without Reserve, 
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ing Aunt Lydia was a guest with Miss Ouincy at the 
home of Thaddeus Burr ; and had it not been for her 
presence, family history might have taken a different 
turn. 

A nephew of their host, Anron Burr, came as a guest 
to the home; and his magnetic influence soon had an 
effect upon the beautiful young lady guest. But the 
watchful aunt prevented the charmer from thwarting 
the Hancock family plans, and on the 28th day of the 
following August there was a great wedding at Fairfield. 
John Hancock, the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, and Miss Dorothy Quincy were joined in marriage 
in style befitting the family situation. 

The noted couple went at once to Philadelphia, and 
took up their abode, thus providing a retreat for the 
weary president when he daily retired from the duties 
of Congress. 

While it was not prudent for Hancock to return to 
Boston during the siege, he kept in touch with the 
patriots who were there, communication being kept up 
by the hand of his servant. See letter of John Adams 
to his wife : — 

Plin.Ai>ei.i-HiA, a9 May, 1775. 
Our nmiable friend Hnncocic, wlio, by ihc way, is our Prcsiiitni. 
is 10 send liix servant to-morrow to Cambridge. I am to txwA a 
few lines by him. If his m:in should <.-ome I0 you, to deliver tliis 
teller, treat him very kindly, because he is a kind, humane, clever 
fellow. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

LETIKR TO WASHINGTON IS KEGARD TO BOM— 

; HOSJlON. LETTER TO CANADA. REJOtClKC AT 

[(■.ton's KEPORT of the evacuation of BOSTON. 

|nTS of HANCOCK MANSION DURING THE SIEGE OF 

HANCOCK DENOUNCES CHARGE AGAINST THE 

S. -HANCOCK AND HIS WIFE INVITE GENERAL ANO 

SIIINGTON TO THEIR HOME AT fHILA DELPHI A. 

HON OF INDEPENDENCE, FLIGHT TO BALTiMOKE. 

A DAUGHTER TO JOHN AND DOBOTHV HANCOCK. 

'S APPEAL FOK PROTFA-TION OF NEW ENGLAND. 

IfGH Hancock lisd a ncw-foiirnl treasure with 
■liila.lelpliin, tie tiiriied at times with solicitude 
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check, and to surmount every obstacle that may be inteq>osed be- 
(nreen them and the darling object of their wishes. We anticipate, 
in our pleased imaginations, the happy period «hea the standard of 
tyranny shall find no place in North Anwrica. 

In addressing General Philip Schuyler, after the sur- 
render of Montreal, Hancock writes: — 

You have hitherto riMn superior to a thousand difficuhies. in 
giving freedom to a great and an oppressed people. You have 
already reaped many laurels, but a plentiful harvest still invites you. 
Proceed, therefore, and let the footsteps of victory open a way for 
the blessings of liberty, and the happiness of a well-ordered govern- 
ment to visit that extensive domain. Consider that the ro.id to 
glory is seldom strewed with flowers ; and that, when the black and 
bloody standard of tyranny is erected in 
a land possessed by freemen, patriots 
cease to remain inactive spectators of 
their country's fall. 

In a letter to Gencn»l Mont- 
gomery, in regard to the surren- 
der of Montreal, Hancock writes : 

The Congress, utterly abhoircnt from 

every species of cruelty to prisoners, and 

GENERAL GEORGE determined lo adhere to thb benevolent 

WASHINGTON. maxim till the conduct of their enemies 

renders a deviation from it indispensably 

necessar)-, will ever .ipplaud their officers for beautifully blending 

the Christian with Ihe conqueror, and never, in endeavoring to 

acquire the character of the hero, to lose that of the man. 

Remembering that on March 17, 1776, General Gage, 
with the British army and a thousand or more Loyalists 
(Tories), abandoned Boston, and that Washington en- 
tered the evacuated town at once, we are curious to 
know how the good news affected the absent Boston 
merchant, John Hancock. 
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I find in a K-ltcr of eight days later to the 
-in-chief: — 

|t) llic honor of rccreiving yesterday yours of the If/^ 

ij;rccal)le iiiromiallun of Ihe minisleiUl troops hav- 

l-d Itoston. the partial victory vt have obtained over 

1 quarter. 1 hope, will turn out » happy presage of k 

. Whatever place may be ihe object of Iheir des- 

certainly give a sincere pleasure to every friend 

) see the mast diligent preparations everywhere 

e them. What may be their views, it is, indeed, 

\ tell with any decree of exactness. We have all ibe 

■, from the rage of disappointment and revenge, to 

I. Nor have I any doubt that, as (ar as their power 

[ «ill inflict every species of cabmily upon us. The 

c that has baffled their attempt against the Province 

Is Bay nill, 1 trust, defeat the deep-laid scheme. 

It meditating ngainst some otiier part of our country. 

c thai our army had got possession of Boston, 

lily suppose, g.ive me hejilfolt p!en=urc. 1 beg sir, you 

;;epl my «ntmt5t tlanks for Ihe ; 

tny ]>ri>|iiTty in tli.it lo»n. I have c 
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Dolice. I am wilh the fuDot sentiments of E-iteem. Sir Your very 
hiunUeKnt, 

John Hancock, Pres'dt. 

His EXCEU.ENCY Genekal Washington. 
Oo Public Service 
SMfi<rstribed 

Tn His Exceu.ency, General Washington, 

CammaHdtr in Chuf of Iht Army of tht Uniltd Cotonits, &^. 

at Cambridge. 

John Hancock, by Mr. Hanson. 

The official letter, with congratulations from Con- 
gress, under date of April 2, bears the signature of 
John Hancock. 

Hancock's private letter to Washing:!"; ■..:, --hi's an 
intimation of the facts which the rcn.l' . .. u-J in 

the Hancock mansion, must desire to k: ' '.> 

The conduct of Gage's troops about ■;.■ ;.;iniises, 
before the family vacated, made the nii:i:i"!.i,rs il.i' more 
anxious in their absence. The pro|>crty was intrusted 
to Captain Cazneau,' one of John llrjncock's sailing- 
masters, who had no employment when the blockade 
went into effect. How far his vigilance may ha\e been 
helpful, cannot be known ; but the mansion was s[>arcd, 
although not without signs of the rough treatment of 
the officers who enjoyed its luxuriant furnishings, as a 
subsequent letter reveals. 

This mansion was occupied soon after April 19, 1775, 
by Earl Percy, who took possession by order of General 
Gage. General Clinton was located there for a time. 
Both house and stables were in part occui>ied by the 

1 Caplnin Itanc Caineau, nl Huguenot ilcMrent, nephew ui I'aii Cii- 
neau, wbo kept Ihe Sun Tavern a( Boston. 




IIIF. L-XrhF.rARF.D STATS OF TUF. COLONIBS 2O9 

'„.iiii<k<l brought over to Boston on the night succeed- 
i,,' iho Ilatllo nf liiirikcr HilL'J 
Kanciick says on April 30, 1776: — 

Tlii; un|>ri.'|).iri:(l sinic uf ilie coloniefi, on the commencement 
>i' iliu ».ir, nmt tliu ^Inui^t tuLiI wnnl of everything necessary to 
III! il iin. ^ire tliu true siiiirccs from ulienceall our difficuhies have 
^[iiii.'i.'(li.'il. Tills fnLl. Iiiiucver. furnishes a proof mast :slrikms of 
;ln- niMkniss or witlifilni'ss of llio^f wlio charge Ihcm with an origi- 
ii.i'i uiiciilinn iif uitliilnniin;; from the government of Great Britain, 
111. I trcelinj; nn iii<li'|icrnient empire. H.id such a scheme been 
[niim-il. Ihc most ".tilikc jircpanlions would have been necessaiy 



, Iiis tnitlifiil an.ilysis of the situation tallied with 
iikliii's statement to Ijml Chatham just before April 
1775, " I never heard from any person the least 
tessiim of a wish for separation ; " also with Washing- 
1 llie nrcvious October. " No such thin 
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Continental Congress, on May i^ passed a resolution 
calling Washington to Thiladelphia, in order to advise 
with them as to future movements. The c.\]x:cted visit 
gave Hancock an opportunity to exjiress his k)ti<lly feel- 
ing towards Washington, which is seen in the following 
letter: — 

I reside in an airy, open part of the city, in Arch Street and 
Fourth Street. Your favor of the ao'h inst. I received this morning, 
and cannot help expressing the very great pleasure it would afford 
Mrs. Hancock and myself lo have the happiness of accommodating 
you during Your stay in this city. As the house I live in is large 
and roomy, it will be entirely in Your power to live in that manner 
you should nish. Mrs. Washington may be as retired as she pleases, 
while under inoculation,' and Mrs. Hancock will esteem it an honor 
to have Mrs. Washington inoculated in her house; and as I am in- 
formed Mr. Randolph has not any lady about his house to lake the 
necessary care of Mrs. Washington, I flatter myself she will be as 
well attended in my family. 

In short, sir, I must take the freedom to repeat my wish, that 
You will be plerised to condescend to dwell under my roof. I a.ssure 
you, sir. I will do all in my power to render your slay agreeable. 
and my house shall be entirely at your disposal. 1 must, however, 
submit this to your determination nnd only .idd that you will pecu- 
liarly gratify .Mrs. H- :ind myself, in affording me an op]X>rtunity o\ 
convincing you of this truth, that 1 am, with every sentiment of re- 
gard for you and your connections, and with much esteem, dear sir. 
Your faithful and most obedient humble sen'anl. 

The result of the deliberations of Congress is learned 
from the following letter of July &, 1776, to Washini;-. 
ton: — 

The Congress, for some days past, have had their attention or- 
cupied by one of tlie most interesting and important subjects th.ii 
could possibly come before them, or any other assembly of men. 

* H.iving had ihc smnll-pox when a young man, at Barbidoe^, Wash- 
ington lelt safe in the presence of Ihal dre.idcd ni.ilady, which causrd ^^ 
much trouble during the war; but he was anxious tor Mrs, Washington lo 
be inoculated, a* the means of prevention Adopted it that lime. 
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li it is not pns^ible lo foresee con«quences of humnn ac- 
;l it is, nevertheless, a duty ive owe ourselves and posterily, 
ir iiribtli: counsi-lis. lo decide in the l>est maancrwe are able, 
ru>t the euNii to that Iteing, ivlio controls both causes and 
10 bring nboiii his own determinaliona. Impre&sed with 
liiufiit. and at ihc same lime fully convinced that our affairs 
L' ,1 iiiurf favorable turn, llie Congress have judged il neces- 
ilKsuKi? all r^nncclions between Great Britain and Ihe 
III Ci<l<iiii<.";. aiui to iluchre them free and independent Stales, 
ivill jicrcfive by ilic enclosed £>eclaralion, which I am di- 
ly Congress lo transmit to you, and to request you will have 
lied at the head of the army, in the way you shall ihink most 



v:is to lliis Dcclnmtion that John Hancock was 
I [iffi.x his sign.ittire, saying, " I write so that George 
lird may read without his spectacles,"' 
ili; the patriots of the viirious towns had, by their 
L'iic(nimgt;d their representatives to declare the 
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People may disagree as to the inherent and acquired 
ability of Hancock. There may be varied opinions as 
to the motives of his declarations, oral and written, and 
one overt act may be allowed to outweigh scores of cred- 
itable ones ; but his name is immortal, and to be read 
upon the Declaration of Independence " without specta- 
cles " by every lover of liberty and by every would-be 
tyrant. (See Frontispiece^ 

We may imagine that Hancock took peculiar pride in 
his communication to General Artcmas Ward,^ under the 
same date as that to Washington ; for it was to the peo- 
ple of Boston and the entire Province of Massachusetts! 

Philadelphia, July 6, 1 776. 

Sir: The enclosed Declaration of Independence, I am directed 
to transmit to you with a request that you will have it proclaimed at 
the head of the troops under your command in the way you shall 
think most proper. I have only time to add, that the importance 
of it will naturally suggest the Propriety of proclaiming it in such a 
manner, as that the whole army may be fully appraised of it. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 

. Your most obed. and very h'ble sev^t, 

John Hancock, Presdt. 

In an eloquent appeal to the thirteen United States, 
dated at Philadelphia, Sept. 24, 1776, Hancock says : — 

Let us convince our enemies that, as we are entered into tlie 
present contest for the defence of our liberties, so we are resolved, 
with the firmest reliance on Heaven for the justice of our cause, 
never to relinquish it, but rather to perish in the ruins of it. If we 
do but remain firm, — if we are not dismayed at the little shocks of 
fortune, and are determined, at all hazards, that we will be free, — 
I am persuaded under the gracious smiles of Providence, assisted by 
our own most strenuous endeavors, we shall finally succeed, agrcea- 

* Aitemas Ward kept a general store at Shrewsl>ury, purchasing 
broadcloth, etc., of John Hancock. — Old Times IN ShrewsburV, by 
Mia EUzahtth Ward. 
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rs. and iherebj- cstablUh the independcDce, Ihe hap- 
glory of the United Slates of America. 

If to several Stales dated Philadelphia, Oct. 
Mncock writes: — 



■; for very obrioiis re:i.4ons. Are exlrcmely a 

y togellier. Tlic danjjcrous consequences of their- 

id Ihe difficuliy of forming a new one. ate inconceiv- 

is batricr once removed, military power nould quiddj 

jn and ruin over the face of our country. The itn- 

I indeed, the absolute necessity, of tilling up the army, 

r llic troops, and engaging them to !>erve during the 

Larent, and has been so frequently urged, that 1 shall 

ir allenlion to the resolve of Congress op this sub- 

Kech you by that love you have for your countrr, her 

ites, to exert yourselves to carry them Speedily and 

lllie only means of pre:>erviDg her in this bo' orilicd 

kituatioD. 



letter at our coinmaint was written from 
I The (.KTCasioii of the change of locatiort was 
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them comfortably located at the home of Mr. Samuel 
Purviancc in Raltimorc could he turn his attention to the 
protection of the infant republic 

It was on Dec. 25, 1776, ihat Hancock wrote to New 
England thus:—- 

II b needless lo u&e argumenls on this occasion, or lo paint tlic 
dreadful consequences, lo };eiitlcmcn already fully acquainted uiih 
them, of leaving the back settlemenU of the New England Slal(-< 
open to the tavages of our merciless foes. If anything can add lu 
jour exertions, at this time, it must be the reflection that your ouii 
most immediate safety calls upon you to strain ever; nerve. Shuiilil 
we heedlessly abandon the post of Ticonderoga, we give up incon- 
ceivable ad\'antagcs. Should we resolutely maintain It, — and it is 
extremely Capable of defence, we may bid deRancc to Gen. Catlelon, 
and the northern army under bis command. But our exertions for 
this purpose must be immediate, or they will not avail anything. 



_u« 
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CHAPTER XX 

RtTUKNS TO PIIILADELrHIA. LETTER TO MKS. 

HANCOCK KESIGNS AS PRESIDENT OF CON- 

KrrURNS TO BOSTON. BECEPrlON. ELECTED TO 

KICE. MILITARY SERVICE. RECEPTION TO FRENCH 

I HANCOCK PAYS BILLS FOR BOSTON'S HONOR. 



Bcssful was Washington, the comman(lcr-in<hief, 
■ ed with unlimited power, and the danger that 
Philadelphia so far removed, that Congress 
1 the following February. Hancock person- 
I the change of residence with little diihculty ; 
1 not so easy to remove his family and ro-ustab- 
His heart yearned for his wife and babe, 
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pauses in his duties to eat a plate of " minc'd veal " 
brought in by his servant " Jo." 

[LeUn ill posscuioD dI Mri. Williain Wale*.] 

Pmilaoklpiiia \tfl> .\/arfn 1777. 

Mv Dear Dear Dollv : My Detention at the Ferry St. the bid- 
ness of the Roads prevented my arriving here untill Friday Evening. 

I put Riy thing! into Mr. Williams' house, and went in pursuit 
of Lodgings. Neither Mrs, Yard nor Lucy could accommodate me. 
1 then went to Smith's & borrowed Two Blankets & relurnc-d to my 
own house ; soon after which, Mrs. Smith sent me up a very h.ind- 
some supper, with a Table cloth. Knives &. forks, plates, salt, a 
print of Duller, Tea, double refined Sugar, a Howl of Cream, a Loaf 
of Bread Ac &c. & here I have remain'd & shall do so waiting your 
arrival. Indeed Mrs. Smith oblig'd me much. 1 however lead 1 
doleful lonesome life. Tho' on Saturday, I dined at Dr. Shipjiins'. 
Me desires liis Regds. he is as lonesome as J. On Saturday I sal 
down to Dinner at the little table iviih Folger on a piece of Roaii 
Beef with Potatoes. We drank your health with all our Baltimore 
friends. Last night Miss Lucy came to see me, & this mornin;;. 
while 1 was at Breakfast on Tea with .1 pewter tea-spoon, ^^rs. 
Yard came in. she could not stay to Breakfast willi me. ) spend 
my evenings at home, snutf my candles with a pair of scissors, 
nhich Lucy seeing, sent me a pair of snuffers, & dipping the gravy 
out of the Dish with my pewter tea spoon, she sent me a large silver 
spoon, and Iwo silver tea spoons — that I am now quite rich. 

I shall make out as well as I can, but I assure you, mv Dear 
Soul, I long to have you here, & I know you will be as expcdilious 
as you can. When I part from you again it must be a very extraor- 
dinary occnsion. I have sent everywhere to get a gold or silver 
rattle for the child with a coml to send, but cannot get one. 1 will 
have one if possible on yr. coming. 1 have sent a sash for her 
& two little papers of pins for you. If jou do not want them you 
can give them away. 

However unsettled things may be I could not help sending for 
you as 1 c.mnot live in this way. We have an abundance of lies. 
TTic current repiort is General Howe is bent on coming here, an- 
other report is thai the Mercht's at New York are pacliing thcirgoods 
& putting ihem on board ships Sl that the troops are going awa;. . 
neither of which do I believe. We must, however take our chances, 
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\\\\i you may dc|x'n(l on, iti^l you will tir ever the object of my 
ulnu»t nr« & atleiilion. 

1 hnvc Ikch exct'cdingly buiy, riilcc I hnce b«en here, tho' have 
nut } vi made a Con^reM, arc nallln]: for titc South Cirolinn geotle- 
iiicn, If Capl. Maniiiiund In arriv'd niih any things ftum Iloslon, 
Vou Hill have ihem put in ihe wagguni & brouj-hl heic. If she 
lihuuld not be arriv'd luva tlic KL-rcipl with Mr. S. Purviince & 
ilc»irc him lo recrii-c itie things & »cnd ihcm lo mc. Tl>v inclostd 
l^llcr jjitt to Air. Ncnhouhe, one of ihe Waggoner*, Send for him 
,^ Let him know when Yoti will be fcftdy. I Iwpc you will be nble 
iu pack up atl your lliings quickly & hare them on the way, & that 
\uu nill bOon follow, be circful in pjicking & do not leave anything 
bi-hind. Lei Ilacry see thai every thing v, %3.icVj Mored in the 
«.)ggons. I send Mr. McOoiky. he Kill be very useful. 1 am 
confident Mr. & Mrs. Hlttigas will n.ssut you. pniy mybcM Rcgdi^. 
lo them. I luvc not had a moments time to go lo tlicir house, but 
inknd it toilny & shall write Mr. Hllltgas by the Poi.t. Young Mr. 
Ililligas got here on Salunlay, he is well, he delivered me your 
Idler & one fioin his father. I wa& exceeding ghid to hear from 
vou & lii>j>i- soon to receive another Letter. I know you will set off 
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■oon, hare the happiness of seetog you with the utmost afTeciion 
an-* Low. Mj Dear DoDr, 

I am }-oiire forever John Hancock. 

Doctor Bond call'd on me, De^r'd his compliments. He will 
inocubte the child as soon as it comes. 

Mrs. Washington got here on Saturday. I went to see her. 
She loM me she Drank lea with yoo. 

Let Harry Uke the Continental Horse, Saddle & Bridle, that 1 
left at Air. Purviance's & tell hir. Purviance to charge bis keeping 
iq hb public crcdiL ir Capt. Hardy returns the Horse I lent liim 
with the Saddle & Bridle he must also come. Get the heavy uag- 
gon off as soon as you on, that they may be here as early as pos- 
sible, as we shall much want the things after you get here. 1 h:ive 
got your bundle safe with the Petticoat, Table Cloth, I have not 
sent it as I thought you would not want it. 

After one hundred and twenty-one years, these two 
letters, written by John Hancock to his wife on suc- 
cessive days, are brought together. The former, given 
to Mrs. William Wales by Mrs. Hancock, has never be- 
fore been published ; the latter has been published in 
the New England Magtujine. 

PHILAOELFIIIA, lllh Marik, XTfl. 
^Jltik ETTnhig. 

My Dearest Dolly : No Congress to-day, and I have been as 
busily employ'd as you can conceive ; quite lonesome & in a domes- 
tick scituation that ought to be Relieved as speedily as possible, 
this Relief depends upon you, and the greater Dispatch )0u ninkc 
Jfe the Sooner you arrive here, the more speedy will be my relief. 
I dispatched Harry, McClosky & Dennis this morning n ilh Horses 
& a Waggon as winged Messengers to bring you along. God grant 
you a speedy and safe Journey to me. Mr. Pluckrose the Bearer 
of thia going for Mrs. Morris, I have engaged him to proceed on to 
Baltimore to deliver you this; 1 wrote you this morning to bring alt 
the things that came from Boston to this place, but should they be 
landed before you leave Baliimore, I could wish you would present 
One Quintal of the Salt Fish, & three or four Loaves of the Sugnr 
to Mr. Sami Purviance. or in case they should not be landed, lea\-e 
directions to have those articles taken out & presented to Mr. P. 
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uilh our Complimenls. I fiirgvi «liai oihcT Uilngb then: 4tc. but 
ifjou clioose lo mnLc prckcnu uf any of ihcm, I |)iay you lu du il. 
If :d the prosccutioa uf )'oar Joiimcy ]ou oa avoid lixl^og ai the 
licaJ i>r Elk. I « i^li }au «ouM. it U not 60 good a* the olhcr liou^cs. 
but this must depend on Orcumstajic«* \ I »bh to make yor journey 
3A aj;rec;ible as jxissililc. Should any Gcntlcmeii & Ladies accom- 
|wiiy you out of Town do iicnd McClosky (urward to onicf a Iiand- 
loinc Dinner and 1 beg jou will pay every Expcncc, order AlcQosky 
lu direct Ihc Landlord not lo Rrctrit-c a single £arl1iiag from any 
line but by your Direction, & order a genteel Dlnricr; plenty — 

If Mr. Thomson cannot be Ready with his Waggons as soon as 
)mi are, do not wait, but part of the Guard with an Officer must 
allend yours, & p.irt be left lo guard his, 1 only ubh lo Iiavc you 
here, and if you c.innol readily attend to the Return of the things 
borrowed of Mr. Dugan, leave them in the Circ of some trusty 
jx-rson to deliver ihcm and pay him for his trouble. Am 1 not to 
have another lellcr from j'ou, surely I must. I shall send olT Mr. 
Rush a Tailor to-morron or next day to meet you, I wixh I could 
do beiier for you. but we must Rulf it ; I am so harassed with ap- 
l^ticalions, & have been sending off Expresses to Call all the Mem- 
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& return'd to my Cottage ; Jo comei in with a plate of minc'd Veal, 
that I must stop, I shall lake the plate in one hand, the knife in the 
other, without cloath, or any Comfort. & Eat a little & then to 
writing, lor 1 have not Room on the Table to put a plate, 1 nm up 
to the eyes in papers. Adieu for the present. 

The Inclosed Letter Lucy just sent me for you. — Supper is over. 
DO Relish, nor shall 1 till 1 have you here, & I nish Mr. & Mrs. Hil- 
ligas to join us at Supper oit Tuesday Evcng. when I shall expect 
you. I shall have Fires made 4 everything ready for yo' Recep- 
tion, Iho' I don't mean to hurry you beyond measure, do as you 
like, dont fatigue yourself in Travelling too fast. I keep Jos^on 
trial, he promises Reformation, he knows fully his fate. My best 
Regards to Mr. & Mre. Purviance, lo Mr. I_iy & Family, Capt. 
Nicholson & wife, Mr. Stewart & wife & all Friends. Tell Mr. 
Purviance & Capt. Nicholson I shall write them fully in a day or 
two and Determine all matters lo their satisfaction, 1 am so norried 
that I cannot even ste.il time to write them now. Tell Mr. Purvi- 
ance I Rec"d his Letter by Post and will forward the Letters he 
Inclojt'd me to Boston & Newbury to-morrow. Prny let Dr. Wistn- 
hall know that I Kec'd bis Letter, & am much obliged for bis atten- 
tion lo the Child, & thai I will do everything in my power for tbe 
Gentleman who he mentions in his Letter, you will Recompense 
him for Calling to see the Child. 

Remember me to all in the Family. If Nancy inclines to come 
in the Waggon. & you like it she may Come, do as you like in every 
in.<itance, my love to Miss Katy, tell her if anything is left behind, 
1 shall have at her, for she Ransack'd when we left Pbilad'a, & she 
must do the same now — 

The Opinion of some seems to be that tbe Troops will Icai-e 
New York, where bound none yet know; one thing I know that 
they can't at present come here, perhaps they are going to Ikiston. 
or up North River. Time will discover. Never fear, we shall gel 
the day finally with the smiles of heaven. 

Do Take precious Care of our dear little Lydia. 

Adieu. I long to sec You ; Take Care of Yourself; I am. 
my Dear Girl 

Yours most affect ionatcly 

John Hakcock. 

Do let Harry Buy 8: bring i or 3 Biishells of Parsnips. Bring 
all the wine, none to be got here. 
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John Hancock continued in rhila(Idi>hia, with an oc- 
casional chniigL-, through the Mimmcr nniHn the autumn 
of the year 1777; but all the lime he was struggling 
tt'ith the increasing cares of Conyrcss, and fighting 
Against his iihysical infirmities, aggravated by the 'im."~ 
healthful :itniosi}herc of the liicaltty. But it is evident 
ihat Mrs. Hancock visited 'Miissachuselts (hiring the 
simmer, and that Mr. Hancock wrote scverdl letters to 
her without a reply. One directed "to Mrs, Hancock 
.It Worcester or Boston " was published in the N. E. 
I {istorical Register in 1S58. It is given here with due 
credit to its source, as it fills a vacancy at this point, 
and lelts of the determination uf'the President to resign 
,his position, 

VOKK To«-«, Otitber iSih 1777. 

.Mv Dear Dollv, 

I nin noM' nl ihis D.itc & not n line fmni ynu. Nor h single nord 
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I shall hope & must Desire th»t you will take a Seat in the carriage . 
& meet me on the Road, which will much advance your health, & ' 
you may be assur'd will be highly satisfactory to me, & I have De- 
sired Mr. BanI to accompany you in the carriage & when we meet 
he can lake my sulkey and 1 return with you in the carriage to town. 
Mr. BanI must hire or borrow a Servant to attend you on }Iorse- 
back, as Ilany & Ned arc both with me, & Joe i> not suitable. My 
dear, I hope your health wiU admit cX your coming with Mr. nam. 
I long to see yon. I shall close all my Business in three Days St. 
indeed luve already nearly finished, & when once I set out shall 
travel with great speed. Nothing will prevent my seeing you soon, 
with the leave of providence ; but a prevention of passing the North 
River, I shall push hard to get over, even if 1 go as far as Albany. 
I need not tell ]'0u there will be no occasion of your writing me 
after the Receipt of this. ' My best wishes attend you for every 
good. I have much to say, which I leave to a Cheerful Evening 
with you in person. 

God Bless you my Dear Dolly 

I am - 

Yours most affectionately 

John Hancock. 

The next letter from Hancock to his wife is treasured 
by Mrs. William Wales of Dorchester, and reads thus : — 
DovBK (wiTiii^ 6o MILES OF IIartfofd), 

SttUri^ I ,fCUch. 

8A«-. 1777. 
Mr Drar : I am thus for on my journey to meet you. thank 
Luck for it. I have gone thro' many Difficulties on the Rond, but 
that 1 shall not mind. The Remembrance of these Difficulties will 
vanish when 1 have the happiness of seeing You. 1 am still obliged 
to have my foot wrapp'd up in Daize, but 1 brave all these things. 
I hire this person to carry You this letter in Confidence it will meet 
You at H.irtford. I shall get along as fast as 1 can, but having a 
party of Light horse with me and a waggon I do not travel so fast 
as I othemise should. What if you should on Monday morning 
set out to meet me. on the Litchfield Ro.id &. then if I am not able 
to reach Hartford that day, 1 shall have the satisfaction of seeing 
You on the Road. If you think the ride will be too much I would 
not have you undertake it, but I hope You will not ride many miles 
before we shall meet, as 1 trust Mr. Bant is with You. my Regd's 



A-ETVx.vs TO Bosroy J13 

i0him,mybcil<Ais)icsatlen(l him. R<rmcml>cr m? 10 Mrt. Collier, 
Tgr 1 suppoM )-ou arc iIictc 1 am lorry I nn not taltc Fairlidd tn 
my Hiy, but 1 crost^cd ho hij^h op it wax not poxtible. 1 have mucli 
to sny> but refer all to the happy time when I iihall be with you. 
CitA bless you — my dear {Irl, and bt'Iicve me with tincens affecl'ioa. 
Youra forever, 

John Haiwocil 
Mrs, MiDagIc (his moment comes in (o the Tavern & it going 
lu iline «ith us. 

!-*or the farewell to Congress sec Appendix IV. 

It necessarily required some lime for H;tnaKk to at^ 
ran^c his affairs so as to start for Itoston ; hut hi.1 plans 
were well excciilcd, and the returning cx-prcsidcnt was 
gratified by meeting Mrs. Hancock, and having her 
company through Connecticut and into Boston. 

A Hartford journal of Nov, 19 gives us a glimpse of 
them as they journey: — ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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orcd now, and happy in having a noble vfife to share in 
all the demonstrations of the town. With a conscious- 
ness of duty well performed, John Hancock must have 
gone about the town, halting to express regret, as wan- 
ton destruction appeared to view, and again to rejoice 
.that Faneuil Hall, the State House, and South Mectii)^ 
House were left in as good condition as they were. 
When the long-absent ones gathered once more in the 
family pew in Hrattle-strect Church, prayers of thanks- 
giving went up from many hearts. It was this house 
which received the bell, a gift from Hancock, that, nr- 
"X riving after the blockade, was brought to Boston by way 
of Salem. The name of John Hancock, chiselled on a 
corner-stone of this new meeting-house, had been re- 
moved by the angry hands of Gage's soldiers as an ex- 
pression of contempt for the merchant who ha<l turned 
against the king. The impression in the front wall, 
made from a cannon-ball from the Patriot army, was none 
the less a reminder of the situation than if it had been 
a scar made by the enemy, as were many that left traces 
of the occupancy of this new and costly house by the 
British army. 

It was but a few days after the return of John Hati- 
cock to Boston that a town-meeting was held, Dec. 8, 
1 777 ; and the record of the day says : — 

The inhabilants liaving brought in Iheir votes, for a Modeta- 
lor: upon sorting them it appeared thai the HonWt John Hancock, 
Esq., u-as unanimously chosen Moderator of this meeting. 

It was voted at this meeting that the thanks of the 
town be extended to Hancock for the donation of one 
htmdred and fifty cords of wood to the poor of the town 
in the time of distress. Seven days later, at another 




,li-;ciission oil Articles of Confederation 
union between the United States of , 
liiinicd and proposed by the Continenta 

On March 5, at the meeting for the 
massacre oration, Hancock was in the c 
imagine that his heart burned within hin- 
in Faneuil Hall, walked to Old Brick I 
and there listened to his successor, Joi 
Austin, in the delivery of that annual 
must have derived satisfaction from the 
confidence of his townsmen, when he to 
preside at the annual election of ofRce 
But at an adjourned meeting on the fc 
was absent because of 3 more importa 
House of Representatives. On the 27th 
again on duty, and no time seems to 
when he could attend to his private bi 

On May 27 the voters assembled for 
seven men to represent the town in the 
Of the seven John Hancock received tl 
being three hundred and thirty-five: 

Hancock is now missed for a few « 
town-meetings. It might reasonably be 
his power of endurance had become exh; 
followine" letter e\-nlain« thff raii<u" • — 
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this U my Seventh Letter, & not one word have I heard from jou 
sioce your departure from Boston. [ am as well as the peculiar scii- 
tiation of this place will admit, but I can by no means in Justice to 
myself continue long under such disagreeable Circumstances, I mean 
' in point of Living, tlie mode is so very different from what I have 
been always accustom'd to, that to continue it long would prejudice 
my health exceedingly. This moment the Post arrivM, and to my 
very great Surprise & Disappointment not a single line from Boston ; 
1 am not much dispos'd to Resent, but it feels exceedingly hard to 
be slighted and ncglecl'd by those from whom I have a degree of 
Right to expect dilTercnt Conduct ; I would have hir'd any one to 
have sent a few Lines just to let me know the State of your health, 
but I must Endeavor not to be so Anxious & be as easy as some 
others seem to be. 1 will expect no letters nor write any, 3: then 
there will be no Disappointment ; So much for that. To be seri- 
ous, I shall write no more till I hear from you, this Is agreeable to 
my former promise. It really is not kind, when you must be S(;nsi- 
ble that I must have Ijeen very anxious about you & the Utile one. 
Devote a little time to write me, it will please me much to he.ir uf 
you, I am sure you are dispos'd to oblige me, & I pray 1 may not be 
disappointed in my opinion of your Disposition. 

I hope this will meet you tolerably Kecover'd from your late 
Confinement, I wish to hear of your being below Stairs & able to 
take the care of our Dear little one. I am much concem'd about 
your improving the fine Season in Riding. I am sorry I did not 
tike hir'd horses & leave you mine, but 1 beg you spare no Cost in 
Riding for the Establishment and Continuance of your he.ilth, hire 
horses whenever you are dispos'd to Ride, be as frugal & prudent in 
other matters as is consistent with our Sciluation \ I wish lo know 
every Occurrence since my departure, pray be particular as lo jour 
health in your Letters & give me an exact .state of little John. Does 
Mrs. Brackett intend continuing with you? 1 beg she may at least 
until my Return, ^ty love to her, pray her to lake great care of the 
little fellow. As soon as the City of Philada is cleansed. 1 jud--e 
Congress will remove thither, & as soon as we have got over the 
important Business now before Congress 1 shall solicit leave to Re- 
turn home, as it will not be necessary for so many of our Members 
to be here, but of this more hereafter. 

As 1 have wrote so many Letters & see no Returns. & as I am 
■ called to attend Congres-s, 1 must Refer you lo Mr. Taylor for every 
particular relative to our Sciluation. 
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s lo Mr. ,<t Mr^. R-int, mj Bnilher & Sister, & indeed 
: :,.< if .,.in.-.l. RemtroUt me to Sprigs and Hany, & 
lily. 

h.nc frei|iienl Lettcm. jou irill oblige tne mud). My 
vtr alleml you for llie liighcst FeKcily. Si. I am with 
ffecljon and Love. 

V«ura for ever. 

JoHM Hancocic, 

ctier it apix'ars tliat a tittle stmnger had been 

til the Hancock mansion during these busy 

iXhcu the seal of bai>tism was j)l3ced u]x>n 

■ow, his name was declared to be — John 

ishington. 

. 6 Hancock was Ixick in Boston, and mode- 

; mooting when .iction was taken in regard to 

cif (he Loyalists. 

liiiiont oxpresscil by the voters was decidedly 
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unfortunate circumstance, and would have dampened the 
ardor of " our French allies." 

At this time efforts were being made in the town to 
have people curtail in the supplies for their table, be- 
cause of the scarcity of food and poverty surrounding 
them, and it was unreasonable to suppose that the town 
could honor herself in entertaining these guests; but 
Hancock entertained ^bout forty officers of the fleet at 
his home each day. One morning an unexpected com- 
pany anivcd at the mansion to partake of the Colonel's 
viands, when, in the language of Madam Hancock, " the 
Common was bedizened with lace," The cooks were 
driven to despair; and the exigency was only met by 
sending the ser\-ants to milk the cows on the Common, 
regardless of their owners. 

The following letter was doubtless written to Mr. 
Pur\-iance at Baltimore at the time of the reception in 
honor of the officers of the French fleet : — 

[From " Familjr Mcmoriali," bj Edward E. Saliiburjr.] 

MosDAV NooM, 30 Ah^. 1 779. 

Dear Sir : Tlie Philistines nre coming upon me on Wedncsdaj 
next at Dinner. To be Serious, Hie Ambassador &c., &c., &c., are 
to Dine with me on Wednesday, and 1 have nothing to give them, 
nor from the present prospect of our Market do I see IhM I shall 
be ab)e lo get any thing in Town ; 1 must beg the fav of you to 
Recommend to rny Man Harry where he can get some Chickens. 
Ducks, Geese, Hams, Partridges, Mutton, or any thing tliat will 
save my Reputation in a Dinner, and by all means some Dulter; 
lie so good as to help me, and you will much oblige me ; is there 
any good Mellons or Peaches, or any good fruit, near )*ou? Your 
advice lo Harry will much oblige me ; Excuse me, 1 am very trou- 
blesome; Can I get a good Turkey; I walk^ in Town to-day; I 
dine on board the French Frigate to-morrow; so you see how 1 
have Recovered. 

God bless you ; if you see any thing good at Providence, do Buy 
it for me. I am Your Real friend JOHM Hancocx- 
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■uct given in I'aneuil I lall to about five hun- 
~ I-'rcnch allies was to the credit of Boston, 

; was borne by John Hancock. 
Lay, the SQih, there was another town-mcet- 

t strange thai Hancock was rciiorted as - 
I attend. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

AGAIN IN CKKtRAL COUKT. SKVKKE ON THE LOYALISTS, l.V 
CUNVENTION TO FORM THE STATE CONS II TUT ION. tl.ECTED 
THE FIRST GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. KEV. . 
DR. SAMUEL COOPER PREACHED THE FIRST ELECTION SER- 
MON. CALLS FOR FINANCIAL t:ON SI DERATION FROM UOV- 
ERNUENT. HANCOCK RESUMES BUSINF-SS. LETrEHS TO 
LONDON. ORDERS FOR FAMILY SUPPLIES. 

In the weeks and months that followed, John Han- 
cock was active in the General Court, and frequently 
ap|>eared in the chair at town.meeting. Being in the two 
positions, he knew what the people expected of him, and 
could exert his influence in carrying out their requests. 

He was much engaged in considering applications of 
absentees to be allowed to return to the town and Com- 
monwealth. 

While there is fresh in our mind the general forgive- 
ness exercised towards the offenders in other wars, it is 
hard to understand the acts of the successful party of 
the Revolution, 

They record themselves as follows: — 

Resolved ^i!aax the Inhabitants of this Town will exert lliem- 
selves to the utmost in supporting ihe Civil Magistrate in tlie exe- 
cution of this Law, that those professed Enemies to our Rights and 
Lil>erties. the first fomenlers of our present Troubles, who have left 
this Country and aided the British Tj rant in his worse Ih.in savaj.'e 
measures, to deprive Americans of every thing thai ought to be held 
dear and sacred by any People, may not return and enjoy in com- 
mon, the fruits of what our immortal Patriots, have toil'd and bled 
to procure us, and in some future time to be again the base and 
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in. Ills -if Itrilish Seducers, in involving a happy Pec^- 
iin .111(1 bloodslifd. in oriler lo realize the rcmrd. aad 
lU-L-s hdd out lo such Traitors by the enemies ol 

Hancock was elected a member of the con- 
it (nimetlthe Constitution, and upon its adop- 
ccted governor. He took the oath of office 

Slate House; and then the General Court 
e Old Brick Meeting House, and listened to 

ion Sermon." It was fitting that it should 
d by the governor's pastor. Rev. Dr. Samuel 

; continued by annual re-elections until 1785, 
n interim of two years was re-elected, serving 
till his death, Oct. S, 1793. 
1 period replete with material for the biogra- 
time when Hancock devoted himself largely 
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We now return to the Letter-book, from which we 
have wandered to gather up some of the missing links 
with which to make a connection, and make clear a 
letter of 1783. In this is seen an attempt at a renewal 
vA friendship silent for nearly ten years. In the mi<lst 
of his public cares his infirmities have increased, until, 
at times, life is a burden. We see that Gage's soldiers 
did not spare his business-house, although thfey did not 
destroy his dwelling. It is apparent by this letter that 
he had already learned the truth of Swift's utterance, 
"Censure is the tax a man pays to the public (or being 
eminent." The letter affords an intimation of the sev- 
ering of family ties by the departure of that class of 
people derisively called Tories. William Bowes, Man- 
cock's cousin and trusted friend, left the country in 
debt to his faithful friend and creditor; but friendship, 
did not incline the merchant to forgiveness. 

Mr. Hoskins, to whom the reader is introduced, tvas 
a business-man of Boston, employed to adjust the many 




accounts brought suddenly to a close at the opening of 
the war. He was a Mason in St. Andrews, and also 
the Grand I<odge ; and as secretary of that sent out the 
notices for the funeral of General Warren (says Eleanor 
Hoskins Waitt, a lineal descendant). 

Hancock proudly announces to his friend Scott that 
he has a little boy. But while we read his cheerful 
words, we can but glance forward to the winter of 1787, 
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\ fond hope was blasti:d by the sudilcn death " 
, caused by an accident while skating. 

Boston, .A>f, 14, r783. 
)TT : 1 have been fat-orcd mith your teller accompanied 
ipcr of Poner & Two clieeses, for which 1 thank you 
Tliey ncri^ excellent. 1 should have much sooner 
I nol ill lie-tllh & my i>ublic associations prevenlcd, but. 
1 1 am now much recruilcd. I am rebuilding tny slore^ 
; which ihc Uritlons burned lo ashes when they were -"^ 
of Itoslon. I sh;iil c>mpleat \\ early lo the spring 
e lo enler ihe Commercial Line U|>on the same plan 

ten _\ears |iast devoled niyscif lo ihe concern of the \ 
e nol ihe vanily 10 think ihat I have been of very ex- 
: in our Lite unhappy contest, bul one thing I can 
sat out upon honest Principles & striclly adhered lo 
I close of the contest, and tliis I defy malice itself 10 con- 
Dst many thousand slerig, bul, thank Cod. my 
ived and by the smile of Heaven 1 am a free & Inde- 
now my friend I can plcasanlly congmlulatc you 
'cace ivhich gives a countenance lo retire from 
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the River & yon to take the Command of her. I had rather )-<iu 
would take a coocern in her. ! mean this vessel to bring out mj- 
goods in the spring & to be Lcpt running, if tliis is agreeable lu 
you. I wish yoa would l>e upon the lookout till Hoskins arrives 
and you may pass upon one if you see it. I would not have one 
abo\'e 130 or 140 tons. I however leave it to you. I am at a los^ 
who Hoskins should apply to in London. I have a great respect 
for Mr. Hairisonjlho' we differ in Principles. Does he carry 011 
Business? 1 have no favors to a.sk, but I confess I should like you 
should drop a hint lo him on the subject. If any vessel should \x 
sailing for this place after you receive this, do give me your opinion. 

I shall get Mr. Hoskins away as speedily as possible. & llie in- 
closed Letter to Mrs. Hale^ 1 request you will be kind enough to 
deliver with your own hand, with my best Keijuests to wait till slie 
reads it. Having heard that she proposes a visit to America in the 
Spring 1 have in my Letter, Solicited her acceptance of ajxirtmerits 
in my house, during her pleasure. You can inform her of my Situ- 
ation; perhaps it is nearly as pleasant as any in town. Do ur^e 
her acceptance, she shall be as unceremonious as she pleases, you 
know me. 1 have Carriages & Servants at her service, in my )>owtr. 
Perhaps if you should succeed in a vessel she might approve of the 
opportunity of taking p3s.sage with you. I have mentioned to Mrs. 
Haley that 1 have requested you lo ask her opinion & advice as lo a 
few things 1 have wrote you for family use, & enclosed you have a 
memo., which after taking every necessary advice, I could "isli jou 
would put in hand; do consult Mrs. Scott & Mr. William Foster as 
to the Post Chariot. I have not time to write Mr. Eliot, but will by 
Mr. Hoskins, as I am now busily employed in settling up my pub- 
lic concerns. I am determined in the course of this month to re- 
sign my command of this Commonwealth & return to private life, 
after the many fatigues I have gone thro'. Do ask Mr. Snmuel 
Kliot if he docs not really approve my Determination, as I leave the 
Government under the public Conviction that a much belter man be 
my successor& I am really worn out with public business. 

I shall defer what 1 have farther to say until Mr. Hopkins' de- 
parture, by him 1 shall send money or Bills ; give me the earliest 
notice of your intentions, whether you consent to go into the old 
line or not, because my plans will be materially effected. Write me 
by various opportunities. I shall makeVMr.. Harrison the offer of 
my Business. It is at his pleasure (o accept or reject. My pay will 
be acceptable to others if not to him. I do not mean to court, but 
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sliip for him. & if it is agreeable to him it will be to ~ 

I to close my acct. once a year & when I cannot do 
t, 1 wbh to lay aside all divcnily of senlinient for 
circumslance, neJIher in my public Une nor prit-ate 
ccnsioned a Ureach of friendship. 

ou, my good friend, my ngard lo your worthy family, 
Hancock joins me- 1 have a fine lillle boy, pray 
me of that ungrateful, ungentle nianly base fellow of a 
i? Tlicrc is no U.ilm in Gilead for him. I would not 
ny one else, & I pray Cod however lo forgive him. I 

II in Ihe oilier uoild. I shall have my Recompense 
>bd me of, out of what he left here, I am 

Your real friend 

J.H. 

closdl letter to Mrs. llalcy it is learned that 
cy, Hancock's agent at the opening of the 
m1, and his widow has forwarded the UDSct- 

yaztmber 14, 1785. 
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pleasant season. I do assure you — Madam, 1 shall be bnppy to 
receive you here, and give me leave, witli ihe utmost sincerity to re- 
quest that you will be so obliging, as upon your arrival here, to jxr- 
mit me to conduct you to my Home, where you may rely you sli.ill 
meet from Kirs. Hancock & myself an unceremonious and chi-trfii) 
rccepiion, aud wliere your abode, during j'our pleasure i^liall lit 
made as agreeable as any in Town, of which Capt. Scoll or aiiv 
gentleman from this way can inform you, and \ kindly hope you uill 
gratify me in my Request, at least until you meet with a more .igrce' 
ably accommodated sciluation, ] inclose this to Capt. Scoll, wlium 
I have requested to deliver it I0 you. I have wrote to Scott ii|)on 
the subject of purchasing a vessel for me, and be to take tlic cum- 
mand, as I propose again, engaging in Busine>^s Sl wish to lia\e 
Scott in a running vessel & perhaps if Scott succeeds that oppi>r1u- 
nity might i)ot be unfavorable to your wishes as to a passage, lie is 
really an excellent Shipmaster & a gentleman I have a great reijard 
for. I have taken the freedom to ask Scolt to apply to you fur 
your opinion & advice in a few .irlicles I want for my family use. I 
know your goodness will i>ardDn the Liberty. 

It will afford me at all times much pleasure to have it in my 
power to render you or your Connections any Service, and 1 beg \uu 
will believe me with Sentiments of Real Regards Esteem — 
Dear Madam 

Your much obed't. Si. humble serv*!. 

J.H. 
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To Capt, James Scott: — 

Memo, of Sundry articles that Mr. Hancock is in want of for hit 
own use of service & which he wishes Capt. Scott would put in 
hand after advising with Mrs. Haley and Mrs. Harrison & .Mrs. 
Saml Eliot. Incase Mr. Hoskins should not be Arrived timely for 
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I prepared so as Mr, Hancoci: may receive them in 

Mt & light Tost Cliaisc o^ChariuL Elcgaolly 

b expensive by exicraal TawdTy~or(iaments, The 

o un^liip and ship, nith a I'olc & tills, so as ncca- 

lie servanls on llie seat, or to ride PosIiUdii; the 

Be carriage to dnin out. a good Lock & key to il. a 

pje of the caniagc. A handsome Iravelling trunk. 

, niih Lea I lier straps to fasten it, a strong Lock 

led with Crimsoa Velvet, if not thought too heavy. 

lancuck submits to belter taste than his own in Mn. 

Capt. Scotl ail) find Inclosed Mr. Hancock's 

uoulil have neatly Introduced on the ctmage, nith 

other pari of the carriage & the motto subjoined. 

nt uork of the otrriage to be stone )*elluw, that being 

carriages bear- In short Mr. Hancock wants lo 

cry neat little carriage, j Elegant not fine,_ A set 

a set of s|yire springs. Itlinds set with glass. A 

|ier. if .Mr. Ellis is living, 1 beg he may make them. 

,t I'ewier I'laies, with their proportion of proper 

^ dishes for Saturday's Salt Fish. You know how it 

crest to be tn-r^vcd in c^icli Di>h and Pl-llc. Mr. 
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CHAPTER XXII 



HANCOCK MANSION AND GARDENS. NOTED CITESTS ENTEK- 
TAINED. HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES. MRS. JOHN HAMC<X:k's 
APPAREL. HANCOCK COACH. GOVERNOR JOHN HANCOCK 
PAYS THE DEBT TO NATUKE. FUNERAL OF THE KIKST 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSKTrS. MKS. 
DOROTHY HANCOCK MARRIES CAPT. JAMES SCOIT. MA- 
DAME DOROTHY SCOTT AND GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 



The supplies ordered from England, in connection 
with the concluding letter to Capt. Scott, naturally call 
the reader's attention to the Hancock mansion ; and 
without pausing to lament because of its destruction, we 
content ourselves with what others have written of the 
house and contents, (Appendix VI,) 

The building was of stone, built in the siibstanttnl 
manner favored by the wealthier Bostonians. The 
walls were massive; a balcony projected over liie en- 
trance-door, upon which opened a large window of the 
second story. The corners and window oi>enings wore 
ornamented with Braintree stone, and the tiled roof was 
surmounted by a balustrade. Dormer windows jutted 
out from the roof, from which might be obtained a beau- 
tiful and extensive view. A low stone wall, on which 
was placed a light wooden fence, enclosed the grounds. 
The gate-posts were also of stone. A paved walk and 
a dozen stone steps cond.ucted to the mansion, situalcd 
on rising ground at a little distance back from the street. 
Before the door was a wide stone slab, worn by the leet 
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iguished owner and his illustrious guests, 
.od, sixty feet in length, designed for festive 
.■as joined to the northern wing. At the 
entrance to the governor's mansion was the 
am, with furniture of bird's-eye maple cov- 
:h tlamask. Out of this opened the dining- 
I to, in which Hancock gave the famous 
Admiral D'Estaing and his officers. Oppo- 
i a smaller apartment, the usual dining-room 
y. Next adjoining was the china-room and 
coach-house and barn behind. At the left 
nee was a second saloon, or family drawing- 
ills covered with crimson [laper. The tipper 
ills were hung with pictures of game, hunt- 
ind other subjects. Most of the furniture, 
and draperies were imiwrted from England 
1 [.'uicnck. Pas&ina t1-iri>ii:;h the hall, a fli;;ht 
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she had selected for the place.' Mrs. John Hancock 
proved herself well fitted for the position, and through 
her native grace and dignity performed well her part 
at the reception of D'Estaing, Lafayette, Washington, 
Brissot, Lords Stanley and Wortley, and other noted 
guests. 

We have seen by the Letter-book that John Hancock 
enjoyed good table furnishings; he took peculiar pride 
in the gift of a table-cloth and napkins, " the most gen- 
teel in the country," The six dozen pewter plates bear- 
ing the family crest were much to his liking ; and it was 
the duty of his household to see that this pewter was 
kept at the highest pwint of brightness, and used every 
day, to the exclusion of the valuable India china-set also 
owned by him. He preferred to use the pewtcTt because 
as he said, " the contents of the plates were not so 
apt to slide off," and the use of them caused no clatter 
in contact with knives and forks. He had a large quan- 
tity of silver, much of which bore the tower stamp of 
England. He had four dozen silver forks, matched with 

' Mrt. Lyi'ia Ilnncoek lelt her Itome daring ihe siece, anil never re- 
Inrncd lo enjoy il. llie lo11oH'in|> embodies ihe Incts, read on a. lunib- 
Mone in ihe old liurying-ground >( Faiilield, Conn.: — 

BY TKADDEUS BUItR AND EUNICE BURR 
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kjbcr of silver spoons, also several tankards 
cs; one, holding a gulton or more, he 
ively to hot punch. This tankard he 
Bon Townsend, in honor of a friend. He 
Irge silver porter-cup, holJing two quarts or 
wo niassi\e handles, intended probably to 
fcm guest to guest, that each might quaff in 
! same cup. Much of the silver and china 
■d with the Hancock 'coat-of^ariiis,^_His 
wliisl counters were also similarly en- 
tile best furnished dining-table of these 
liot surpass Hancock's when glistening with 
■e silver chafing-dishes, four silver butter- 
§gus-tongs, and six hca\y silver candlesticks, 
nd tray to match. Silver finger-bowls 
nc material were at command. The 
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a dress from the piece of crimson velvet of which his 
coat and vest were made, it being too heavy for her 
slijfht figui«L His white sitk embroidered waistcoat 
constrasted well with the scarlet garment, while the 
silk stockings and handkerchiefs 
from Ixndon added to the im- 
mncnlatc dress of the merchant- 
prince. 

Mrs. Hancock's wcddlng-fan 
from Paris was of white kid, 
painted with appropriate de- 
signs; but it did not create the 
envy of the Itoston belles, for 
its first api>earance was in the 
Connecticut home where the 
nuptials were cclcbralcd. We 
may well imagine that Busion 
afforded nothing rich enough 
for the babes, Lydia and Jnhn, 
when they made their advent 
to the family. The christening- 
robe from England was of embroidered India muslin, 
with stomacher and trimmings of thread lace. Mrs. 
Hancock sent at the same time for a hat of lavender- 
colored silk, trimmed with flowers, and a mantilla of 
muslin lined with silk to match the hat. She gave six 
dollars a yard for a piece of muslin in India before it was 
cut from the loom. Fragments of these fabrics, wilh 
the tailor's scraps of the scarlet coat, are still treasured 
by Mrs. William Wales, a grandniece of Mrs. Hancock. 
Viewed from the present standpoint of society, the 
Hancocks would not be alone. in their elegant apparel ; 
and the fine dinners of the house, whether of venison 
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cn-LKl on pew-ler or silver, were but a little 
i iiHxlern Boston. 

cliaisc, or chariot, with its appointments so 
lon-d from London, which caused the many 
rolk-d through the narrow streets of Boston 
■c tlian matched by many carriages that roll 
he very ground where Hancock reigned su- 
this republic had its birth. All this splen- 
iiry cniiM not disguise the fait thai John 
IS a debtor to nature; in fact, it hastened 
:nt o( the account, which occurred on Oct. 

long ollicrs, «c on-c oiir iii(lc|)cntlcnce, our lil>erty. 
, .mil our nalion.-il greaUiess, and llie high rank we 
ic n.niinn* of li.e carih. Wc arc inJeUcd to liira for 

ill <iiir ICovoTiiliiiii.iry slni--li; «;is ikrivi-d frum ihe 
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ORDER OF PROCESSION 



jTuncral oC tljc latt tSobmior 3fancor&. 



FUNERAL ESCORT 

id of BriEadiei-Cttwn) lIulL 



The pall 


S 


supported 




by 
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Officers of the Militia with side anns. 

Justices of the Peace. 

JUIXJFi OF Pkobate. 

Justicf-s of the Cou«t of Common Pleas. 

Attorney Cenekal and Treasurpjc. 

Justices of the Supkeme Judicial Court. 

Micmders of the House op Repkesentatives. 

Members of the Senate. 

Sheriff of Suffolk with his Wand. 

Memdehs op the Council. 

Qiiaiitrmaatir. HiS HONOR 

Ailjiiiani-Ctneral. The Lieutenant-Governor. 



Eix of the Aid-iU-iaiiip 

oldest isi the 

Counsellors. dcccatcd. 



Relatioms 

Vice Prf.sidest and Members of Congress. 

Judges and Secretaries of the United Statfj. 

Gentlemen heretofore Counsellors and Senators of 

M ASS ACH usetts. 

Foreign Mi.nisters and Consuls. 

The President and Corporation. 

The Profe-ssors and other Instructors of 

Harvard College. 

Selectmen and Town Clerk. 

Overseers of the Poor and Town Treasurer. 

Ministers of the Gospeu 

Memrkrs of the Ancient and Honourable 

Arth.lerv Companv, 

CoMJiiTTEE of Drattle Street Church op which 

The Deceased was a Member. 

Other Citizens a:4d Strangers. 
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ORDER OF MARCH. 
I will move from ihe Mansion House ol the late 
liicock. across llie Common and down Frog Lane to 
jgli ihe Main Stn-et. and round llie State House, 
-and from thence to llie' place of intemnent. - 
r Hill •.ujicrir.tend the forming of tlie Procession of 
h pieccde the Coqise, and ColoDcl Waters that of the 
who foilow. 
led tlial the Procession may move foyr a breast when 
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; from ihc honor displayed by this pageant 
Kat Iht; funeral charges were paid from the 
|hc deceased. 

1894, the Legislature of Massachusetts 
I following:^ 
llhat there be allowed and paid out of the treasury nf 






246 



JOHN HANCOCK, JI/S BOOK 



B,,V.V— -.^ 






" ; ^'1 




1 \ 

... p", -■■ 


:^V!-.l...... 1 



This niununienl will be one of those sjxits to wliiili 
the feet of i)iigrini3 will be directed. Ii ivill be one of tlic 
memories which tliose who visit us from other Slaks or 
other countries will licar awny with tliein from liisluric 
Itoslon and historic Ktassachusetts, nnd ns the hurrying 
crowd j)asses by tlie sidewalk, I )io]>e tliat it will s]K'ak 
eloquently for nil ycnrs to come of jKtiriotic and loyal ser- 
vice to the Commonwealth. — CovERNOit Wolcott. 

In accepting the monument in behalf of the Com- 
monwealth, the Governor further said : 

" As we look back upon thai period of revolution, to the events 
thnt led up to it, there is one figure, among others, that stands with 
peculiar significance to the public mind. That figure is John Han- 
cock. A man of dignity of presence, fond of elaborate ceremonial. 
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i aliiie. courtly in his m.iiiiicr, a man of education and 
foi llul lime, nnd .1 man nho llirew himself licoit and 
: l>aiiiolic duties of the hour. L think «-c cspccnlly 
i.inic and memory ttilh three acts. In the first pbce, 
t that in the procbn.alion of .imncsly there were two 
led ; one was that of John Hancocfc, the oilier that of 
..s. We rvmeml«;r that when Paul Reveic ro»fe out 
■e% County lo warn tlie fanners of the approach uf 
5, John Hancock and Samuel Adams were slumbering 
^ little \illagc of Lexington, and lliat their capture was 
imiwnant to the British cause as the caplure or de- 

lal Ciingrcss, And as tlie first to .sign, ia hb bold, fioe 
s name to that immortal licclaralion, in whkh those 
it pledged their lives, their fortunes, and ihcir sacrvd 
cause of liberty. 

;is lliLiiiijjh the KcttcT-book that the i-cai1cr 

iRCii lo i1k- s.-tiliiig iiLtstcr JaiiK-s Scntt, he 
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not rob her of her native dignity. Says Mrs, Willinm 
Wales, "I often ran into Aunt Dorothy's from school 
at noon intermission, when the extra plate was at my 
scnice, and the vener- 
able woman ready to 
greet me with a smile." 
In her advanced years 
Madam Scott received 
a call from Lafayette 
when in this country. 
Those who witnessed 
the hearty interview 
spoke of it with ad- 
miration. The once 
youthful chevalier and 
the unrivalled belle 
met as if only a sum- 
mer had passed since 
they had enjoyed so- 
cial inten'iews during the perils of the Revolution. 

An incident confusing to the genealogist is found in 
the Scott family register. Betsey, daughter of James 
Scott and Mary Richardson, marries John Hancock, 
nephew of the patriot, son of Ebenezer and Elizabeth 
Lowell. 




MADAM SCOTT. 
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CHAPTER XXHI 

FINANCIAL REIROSPECT 

t century and a half had passed since the 
f Plymouth, but there was not a bank in the 
1 trade was little removed from its primitive 
cr in the rural districts ; and at the seaport 
icre was a great scarcity of money, 
n after generation had come ujjon the stage, 
very much as that which had preceded it. 
busy brains and willing hands, forests of 
ber, boundless stretches of fertile soil, seas 
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Harrison for drawing on them at the time of making 
his shipments. In orelcr to be able to pay for goods on 
this side, which he had purchased and was about to ship, 
he was frequently compelled to draw immediately, thus 
giving his London agent little or no time to dis{)osc of 
the goods before he was called njwn for the money. 

To-day this difficulty might be obviated by drawing 
time drafts, payable two or three months hence, which 
would be discounted at some bank, and when nearly 
due forwarded for collection. 

As many of the battles of the Revolutionary period 
were financial rather than sanguinary, the financier of 
the present can but realize that he was represented in 
that complex chapter of our American history. There 
was no safe dciK)sit vault in Provincial Boston ; hence 
Hancock, Bromfield, Rotch, and their associates, in 
scarlet cloaks, bag-wigs, and cocked hats, were obliged 
to deposit their guineas in the wrought-iron chest with 
massive hinge and clumsy lock. As the old-time mcr. 
chants paced up and down King Street, or gathered in 
Hancock's counting-room to discuss the prospect of the 
market, their inseparable pocket companions were the 
gold snuff-box and the key to the iron locker. 

The Hancock repository was sufficient for all demands 
until D'Estaing arrived with the sacks of coin from 
France to relieve our distressed country, when the only 
safe place for King Louis's " crowns " was the home of 
the deputy paymaster, Ebenezer Hancock, with a guard 
of soldiers surrounding it. 

These richly attired merchants were the bankers of 
the time, and to them and their strongholds men of less 
"consequence" resorted for financial accommodation. 
In December, 1 767J Oliver Wendell comes to John Han- 
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purchases gooils far his family by giving in 
his pLTsoiial note for one year. Then comes 
aiTCn with her ]x;nsion certificate, which Han- 
ily takes, and lii exchange for it passes out 
om his iron locker. He then forwards the 
to London by his next ship for collection, 
was lent to the Province treasury for periods 
om one lo three years, Hancock acting as fis- 
for his foreign corresixindenls in negotiating 
i. There were investments in mortgages on 
. . In this business also Hancock was helpful 
Lits. 1 The system of irredits, which we arc in-_ 
egard as a motleni inslitiition, we find to have 
ly develojxxl. Thus John Hancock kept a 
:count with the house of Bamards & Har- 
^ondon. When goods were shipped abroad. 
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trator, or under power of attorney, sold the properly, 
and purchased bills of exchange on London, which were 
then forwarded. General Gage's exchequer bills were 
used for this purposej 

Hancock bought exchange, that is, cashed or gave 
credit for drafts on London to those who fortunately 
had funds in England. 

The young officers of the king's army were frequent 
callers on John Hancock, who accommodated them when 
they were in need of funds from home. As the English 
visitor of to-day steps into the office of Messrs. Brown 
Brothers, or Kidder, Peabody, and Co., with his letter of 
credit, or draft on England, so his predecessor called at 
Hancock's in Provincial days. 

It John Hancock and other far-seeing merchants of the 
time detected the impending ruin of the country when 
the Stamp Act was passed. It was aimed directly at 
commerce, in which lay the key to the situation ; and it 
was to them and their correspondents in London that 
more credit was due for the repeal of that Act than was 
due to those who made the recorded spiceches. 

This required the most positive decision, which the 
letters show Hancock to have e.\ercised ; and in the 
quiet of his counting-room he penned his most fervent 
appeals to the merchants abroad to use their influence 
upon Parliament. His actions were those of one who 
believed, "The pen is mightier than the sword." While 
he often resorted to strong language, he never lost all 
hope in the power of appeal until hostilities were actu- 
ary begnn ; and then he was ready to resort to arms, f- 
He would have made his way from the parsonage to 
Lexington Common, on the morning of April 19, 1775, 
and shown his ability to handle the firelock, had he not 
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ptcd by liis associates, who bcliovtil he had 
■ortaiit mission. 

; of the war closed the books of these 
ITiincock had many running accounts with 
Irchants, but ihey could not be settled until 
estored; and it was nearly ten years before 
Imlortook to adjust his accounts. Then he 
lilencd with public service th.nt he employed 
liskins to act for him, both in this country 

1 been great changes during the period of 

p he was honest in his statement that he had 

Is of pounds sterling ; but he did not regret 

his country had been saved from a tyrant's 



jonig arc some of the obscuif facts revealed 
lter-b<n)k, which, viewed with an unprejudiced 
[imvincc the reader that the patriot merchants 
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wing history of the lAiigman Pubtishin<; House 
lied from Ixindun after the body of this volume 
utigh the press. 

I Longman, the founder of the lirin. na-S bom in Bristol 
Bn ihe ninth day of June. 1716. eiglit years after the 
f father, Eiekiel Longman, Thomas Longman was ap- 
r tlie term of seven years to John Osbom, stationer and 
}■ At the Oxford Arms," Lombard Street, London, 
lof Osbom Ls linown to have been highly respected and 
"llhiiugh lull little other inform.ition is obtainable. One 
llicsl books, it niay be well noted, was a volume of 
\t Hymns ami Spirilnal Sfliij^s of the Old at„l .\c-j, 
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1715 the firmx of Osbom .ind Longman were united; and in 1726 
they as partners puliliiilicci their first boolc, llie firsi edition tA Shir- 
hck'i Veyaset. This wns *oon foltuned by many works of educa- 
tional and scieolific interest. The death of the Osborns, T^iiIilt .iiid 
son. Soon followed. In 1754 Thomas Longman took into partner- 
ship his namesake, Thoroa-t. the son of his brother Henry ; and for 
many years afterward the imprint was ■' I'rinled for T. & T. I^njj- 
man." Thomas ].onsnian (ist) died June iS, 1755. 

TiinuAS Longman (2d) was twenty-four yean of age when }ie 
became a partner of his uncle, and for forty-three years he carried 
00 the business. Under lijs management many valuable ci>]>yrights 
were secured, and the business increased until it included iniporl^iiit 
connections with the Colonies and America. 

Thomas Longman {2d) had ihree sons, one of whom, T. Norton 
Longman, born in 1771, became in 1793 partner with his fallier. 
In 1793 Mr. Thomas Itrown, whose father had been for sonic years 
in the house, was admitted to partnership, and Mr. Owen Kecs en- 
tered the firm, in n hich for forty years he continued in active inter- 
est. Thom.is Longman (2d) died in 1797. The years from 1797 
to the death of Thomas Norton Longman, in 1841, saw the publi- 
cation by the house of Lindley Murray's Grammar, Wordswortli's, 
Souihey's. Coleridge*s, and Moore's poems, the reconstructed Cham- 
bers's Cyclo/Keiiia, called Rces's Xeu> CjehipaiHa, for many years 
the standard, and of several of the Wavrrley Navels. Partners at 
this time were Messrs. Orme, Hurst, and later B. £. Green. In 
1839 Mr.'Thomas Longman (b. 1804) and Mr. WDlt-nm Longman 
(b. 1813), sons of Thomas Norton Longman, entered the firm, and 
directed the business until the death of the latter in 1877 and of the 
former in 1879. It was during Mr. Thomas Longman's manage- 
ment that Macaulay's works were published. 

T1)e present meml>ers of the firm in London are lifessrs. Thomas 
Norton Longman and George Longman (sons of Mr. Thomas Long- 
man), and Messrs. Charles J. Longman and Hubert H, Longman 
(sons of Mr. William Longman), and Mr, W. E. Green. 
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)M Hanukk's Mas^acbk ORAnov, March, 

>774- 
n ihc earliest recollections of youth, rejoiced 
of ray fellow-men ; nnd h.ivc considered it as 
ible duly of every member of society to pro- 
, in him lies, the prosperity of ever)' individual 
l>, but more especially of the community lo which 
iiid also, as a f.iithfu! subject of the slate, to 
|>t ciidi-rkvours lo delect ,-ind detent every traitor- 
enemies may devise for ils destruction. 
[i the persons and properly of the governed, is 
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sent; and lest we should show some reluctance at parting 
with our property, their fleets and armies are sent to enforce 
their mad and tyrannical pretensions. I'he town of Boston, 
ever faithful to the British crown, has been invested by a 
British fleet ; the troops of George the Third have crossed 
the Atlantic, not to engage an enemy, but to assist a band 
of traitors in trampling on the rights and liberties of his mosi 
loyal subjects; those rights and liberties which, as a falher, 
he ought ever to regard, and as a king, he is bound, in hon- 
our, to defend from violation, even at the risk of his own life. 

These troops, upon their first arrival, took possession of 
our senate house, pointed their cannon against the judgment 
hall, and even continued them there whilst the supreme 
court of the province was actually sitting to decide upon the 
lives and fortunes of the king's subjects. 

Our streets nightly resounded with the noise of riot and 
debauchery; our peaceful citi7ens were hourly exposed to 
shameful insult, and often felt the effects of their violence 
and outrage. 

But this was not all ; as though they thought it not enough 
to violate our civil riglits, they endeavoured to deprive us of 
the enjoyment of our religious privileges; to vitiate our mor- 
als, and thereby render us dcser\'ing of destruction. Hence 
the rude din of arms which broke in upon your solemn devo- 
tions in your temples, on that day hallowed by Heaven ; and 
set apart by God himself for his peculiar worship. Hence, 
impious oaths and blasphemies, so often tortured your un- 
accustomed ear. Hence, all the arts which idleness and 
luxurj' coutd invent, were used, to betray our youth of one sex 
into extravagance and effeminacy, and of the other to in- 
famy and ruin. And did they not succeed but too well? 
did not our infants almost learn to lisp out curses before 
they knew their horrid import ? did not our youth forget 
they were Americans ; and regardless of the admonitions of 
the wise and aged, copy with a servile imitation the frivol- 
ity and vices of their tyrants ? and must I be compelled to 
acknowledge that even the noblest, fairest part of all the 
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n did not entirely escape ihe cursed snare? or 
seen nn honest father cloihed with shame, or 
>us muihcr drowned in tears? 
ear, and come reluctantly to ihe transactions of 
light, when in such quick succession we lelt the 
yrief. astonishment, and rage ; when heaven tn 
rcadful moment, sultcred hell to lake the reins ; 
viih his chosen band opened the sluices of New 
(iihI, and sacrilegiously polluted our land with 
lies of her guiltless sons. 

ul laic of death never be told without a tear ; let 
ing bosom cease to burn with a manly indigna- 
elation of it through the long tracts of future 
;ry parent tell the shameful story to listening 

tears of pity glisten in their eyes, or boiling _^ 
es their tender frames. ' 

designing knaves, murderers, parricides! how 
id iiix)n the c.inh which has drunk the blood of 
innocence shed by your hands? how dare you 
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would desert from the Christian Cross, and fight under the 
Crescent of the Turkish Sultan ; from such men as these,, 
what has not a state to fear ? with such as these, usurping 
Ca:s.ir passed the Rubicon ; with such as these, he humbled 
mighty Rome and forced the mistress of the world to own a 
master in a traitor. These are the men whom sceptred rob- 
bers now employ to frustrate the designs of God, and render 
vain the bounties which his gracious hand pours indiscrimi- 
nately upon his creatures. 
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l^roclamation for the annual Thanksgiving which 
; upon the king was issued in 1773, by 
in, Esq., governor. 
|Hiilchinson was recalled, Thomas Gage came 
appoiniineni as rojal governor of the excited 
Ithe year 1774. He issiietl repeated proclama- 
ial nature, such 35 to dissolve the General 
1st the " Solemn League and Covenant ; " to " en- 
virtue;" to prevent the meeting of the 
id concerning the proceedings of the Pro- 
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ptorincc, bul Ihiougboul ibe conlinciit, at lh» alniming crmi, il is ri-»>lvcil 
u the ui»e ol thi> congrns, that il is lii|;lil]r ]iropcr ihal l ilaj of jiuMic 
Thanksgiving shoulil be olaeircd, etc . . . 

lliat (3od may Ic iikascd lo cnntinue to ui the Messing* nc enjoy, 
and remove the lokens ol his dispkaiDCC by causing liarmony anil uniim 
to be fcstorcd Iiclwccn Great Bfilaio and these coluniei, ibat we nmy re- 
joice in the smiles ol our sovereign, and in possession ol ihou: privileges 
which have been transmillcd lo us, and have the hopeful )iriK|icct llial tliiry 
shall lie handed down entiie lo po&lerity undci the I'rutettant ^uccussiun 
ol the illusliiout house ol llanovci." 

D»iit m Cfntitil Chamitr in CamiriJ^ tiii 7'nva/i-&eoi-/ •/•!/ ./ 
Ofttter, One J'ivuniaJ SfVfH IluHJrtJ aaJ Snviilff'oMr. 

JOHN HANCOCK. 



The third Provincial Congress, when in sc'ssiott at Water- 
town, and busy in inakinj; nrrnngcmcnts for supplying ihc 
army, appoinCiiii; and commissioning oflicers, issuing or- 
ders for paper currency, etc., paused to proclaim the annual 
Thanksgiving. In the midst of manifold burdens and dis- 
tress they found something lo be thankful for. 

This proclamation concluded as follows: — 

<3nli nil ftrbilt latioui is Joibiblicn on tt|c &nCb Dag. 

Givtn under our haaJi al iht VtMnfil Cknmtvr in Walcrlmui Ihe I'tiurik 
Day ef Nrntmbtr im tit Yrar afouT LarJ Oat naiiianJ Sf.-oi Hun- 
drtd and Sepenty-JStv. 

By TiiBi« HONORS COMMAND, 
rEKKZ Morton. Defy. Seirr. 



Jamks Otis, 
Caleb CuMnNC, 
John Whitcomb 
James rREScorr, 
IJe.vj'a. Lincoln 



JEI 



Josera pAijiiBit, 
Jabez Fisher, 
Be.sj'a. White, 
Walter Spoon- er, 
Joseph Gerrisom, 

GOD fave the PEOPLE. 



Tavlor, 
Michael Far lev, 
Samuel Molton, 
Moses Gill. 



I TbursJiiy, 



Prinltd in Iht AVw England Ckrcnielt tr Esitx Ca^tlt frott 

XoD. o**, lo Tiuridiy, A'ev. itHh, ijjj. 
Printtd by Siimntl and Eitntur t/all al Iktir offlrt in Sloui;klOH Hall, 

Harvard CoUegi. 
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; brondside TMched the hands of the ministers, 
were delighled, but to others il biOHglit sorrow 
pt. Some Loyalists in pulpits refused to read it; 
read it, but added their sentiment in the time- 
', "God save the king," despite the protests of 
ations. 

see the revolution ! In 1773, "God save the 
[774, still praying for "the smiles of iheir sov- 
t ominously omitting the traditional prayer for 
[i; in 1775, "God save the people J" 
ivas cast, and the bridges burned behind the pa- 
loldly uttered this ringing cry for the people, 
lamalion next year, 1776, boic lliis simple head- 

Proclamation 

"h AN KSGI VI NG 
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as in 1775 ; but there was no concluding prayer atiached to 
this extremely simple documenL 

In 1780 the Thanlcsgiving proclamation first presented 
the symbolic Indian in the coat-o(-arros of the Common- 
wealth, now so familiar to alL 



Commonwealth 




of Maflachufetts 



^ Hii EXCELLENcr 

JOHN HANCOCK, Efquire. 

GoTL-iTKiur and Coinmanilci -in-chief in and over the Common wvalth o( 
MassaCHUSBTTS. 

A Proclamation, 

For a DAY of PoBUC THANKSGIVING. 
The concluding part of this 1780 proclamation was as 
follows : — 

GIVES' at lit COVXCII. CHAMBER, in BOS VOX rf.j Ei^l Day -f 
Nntmier. in lit year of tur LORD, Ont TionfanJ fntn IliniM 
and Eigity ohJ in lit Fifli Vtar of lie IXDEPENDEhXE ef llii 
UniitJStatti of AMERICA. 

JOHN HANCOCK. 
fiy his EjittUtniy't Cammand, 

With /he AJfiit and Cenfiul oflht Council, 
JOHN AVERY, juo., Seoetair. 
GOD fmt Ike PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

It was not until 1785 that the proclamation as we know 
it in these days was evolved, and "God save the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts" first rang forth from the State 
House and the pulpits. 
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UNCOCK, the president, laki;s leave of the Con- 
igress : 

:n; Friday last completed two )-ears&livemoDihs since 
|tlic honor of electing me to (ill lliis chair. As I could 
myseK your choice proceeded from any idea of my abii- 
Iher {rom a partial opinion of my attachment to the Hb- 
;rica, 1 fell myself under the strongest obligations to 
duties of the office, and I accepted the appointment 
est resolutions to go through the business annexed 
si manner I wns able. Ever)' argument conspired to 
1 myself, and I endeavored by industry and a 
every otlicr deficiency. 
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On Oct. 25, 1780, John Hancock was inaugurated as the 
first governor under the Constitution of the State of Massa- 
chusetts. A committee of the House and Senate conducted 
his Excellency to the State House. They were preceded by 
the Independent Company. "The honorable members of 
both houses being assembled in the Council Chamber, his 
Excellency addressed them as follows — previous to his 
taking the oaths required of him, viz., — 

Honorable Gentlemen^ — . 

It would have ill become me at so early a moment after being notified 
of my appointment by the respectable committee of this honorable assem- 
bly, to appear here to comply with the qualifying requisitions of the Consti- 
tution, had not the circumstances of the returns made the choice a matter of 
public notoriety some weeks past, and receiving it from such authority ns 
confirmed its reality, led me to contemplate the subject; and, although 
fully sensible of my inability to the important purposes of the ap|K)intmcnt, 
yet having, in the early stage of this contest, determined to devote niy 
whole time and services to be employed in my country's cause to the utter 
exclusion of all private business, even to the end of the war, and l)cing 
ever ready to obey the call of my country, I venture to offer myself; 
ready to comply with the requisitions of the Constitution, and regularly 
and punctually attend to the duties of the department in which my country 
has been pleased to place me.'* 

After the oath was taken, the Secretary declared his Ex- 
cellency, John Hancock, Esq., Governor of this Common- 
wealth, from the balcony of the State House, repeated by 
the Sheriff of the County of Suffolk. 

Condensed from report in Independent Chronicle of Nov. 

4, 1780. 
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:iddrcss of John Hancock as Governor of 
\. .;So:- 

tnati, anJ CeHllemtn ef Ikt /Irmu pf Kifratnl— 

c anil wattn hcait I congialulalc yua anJ mjr coantry on 

ol hcivcn io the pcaccalJe and nmindoai idtlemcot 

il upon > Coiulilulion toinicd Iijr tbc visdoin, and uncii- 

III! clioicc al the people «ho src to live aaAci it. May 

ic n ocid Ik pleased lo establish and peipetiulc Iheic 

I ol libetly :ind il\oif. 

Ill placed M llie head ol ihii CommDOweallh by the free 

urn., while I most seiiuMy feel the dklinclion Ihey have 

in this election, 1 am at a \os& loexpn.'a ibe senlimcnli 

'liich il has imprcwed me. In addilkui to my nalural 

and ibc olillgationi ibcy have before laid upon me, I 

iiu] inesislilile motive, crci to consider iheit hapjunes* 

lli-'rest, and thdi Ireedom my higliest bonot. 

»d with a sense ol the inipuilanl dnlies lo which my 
mc, while I obey Ibc call, 1 mo^ aidenlly wi'.b my- 
ticse duties; but can only piomiie, in cuncuireiicc with 
X lAilhlul and untomilling allinlion lo them, suppurled 
Ivice and aMi^>1a^ce of the Council happily pruvidvd by 
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we }uttly rcpoM (he highest confidence, hu repeatedly tialcd to us the 
. Gieal disadvantages arising Irom il; and ihe neccssily of an lumy engaged 
(or Ibe whole wai, and well provided, is now universally kll and ac- 
knowledged. Xor should a moment of time be lost in prosecuting cvviy 
mcuute for eslabliahing an object so essential to the preservalioa ol our 
liberties and all thai is deai to us. Care at (he satne lime ought lo be 
taken thai the necessary supplies be committed to meo on whose princi- 
pie* and alfeclion to our great cause, as well ai capacity for such a ser- 
vice, we may salely depend. 

The support ol the public faith stands in close connection with this 
measuie of defence, and, indeed, is aljsolulely necessary lo il, and to the 
whole interest and honor o( the State. No cipcdient should be unci- 
ploied, r»o necessary measure unattcmpted, no nerve in government oi the 
community uneierted, to mainlain our credit and remove ail jusl ground of 
complaint from the army thai protects us, or from ihose who have in any 
instances relied on the public engagements. What friend to his country 
would not cheerfully bear hit full proportion of the expense necessary foi 
ihis purpose ? And I doubt not you will take all possible care thnt no 
more than such a proportion be laid upon any man or any cl.iss of men. 
This is not only a clear point of justice Irom which no govcrnmeni can 
in any inslance recede without injuring and disbonorii^; itself, but is of 
particular importance lo the internal peace and good temper, and conse- 
quently the salely, of the Commonwealth. Dolh Dot this safely alM 
require a stricter attention than I fear has been paid to ihe methods .ind 
purposes of an intercourse with Great Britain, and thai more eflcctuni 
measures may be taken to prevent flags of truce from conveying intelli- 
gence or improper persons to those who arc pioscculing a war against us 
with grcal insidiousness as well ai cruelty, to cut off a correspondence be- 
tween our secret enemies at home and our declared ones abroad, and to 
restrain prisoners of war Irom being at large among us, without piudcnl 
checks, especially in our seaports. In all such cases, your vigilance will 
discern, and your fidelity provide where il may be needed, a proper guard 
to the public safely. The present Hiuation of the eastern part ol the Stale, 
and the pioleclion of our seacoasis, nav^ation, and commerce, in all which 
not only the interest of this and the United Stales, but thai ol our allic^L, 
is deeply concerned, are important otijects that require particular attCn- 

If we look lo the westward, we see recent incuruons and ravages of 
the enemy, so that from every quarter we are loudly called upon to 
employ the most speedy and strenuous efforts for providing funds that may 
be depended on, and establishing an army sufficicnl, by the blessing of 
Heaven, for the eomplcle deliverance ol our eounlry. lis resources, im- 
proved with judgment and s[nrili ore adequate lo such a purpose. Nor 
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a dIhcivc that He inaj ciilri apoo ihis buMncn hnn>edi*(c1j 

anJ gicatcT ailvonlagci llian in any fulute lime. 

ciLublc, Gcnllcmcn, ihal the vparalioa which ihc Coa- 

nndc briwrca the IrgialaliTe ]Uit] iudidal powen, and thai 

I independence il has giren lolbe laller, ii one ol ihc fnrctt 

I, propctty, nnd libcrlivs ol the tubjerls of thitCbn- 

lid accordingly yoa ore, I ain ihoionghiy persuaded, heartily 

Ippoil thit imlrpcndencc, and ibc hoouc and vigor, ol the 

|.-i1 di-p.irlnienl in ils ikhale conUilnlional extent. 

I the iniportnnce o( Chiiitian piety and viilue to the order 

a ilMe, I cannot tnl cainttlly commend lo yo» evciy 

Mippott and cncciin^;eiDenl ihat shall not infringe the 

•X, which I rei<Mce to sec established b]- the Coiulila- 

a basis ; ami if anything can be further done on the same 

Llicf <A the public teachers ul religion and nmaUly, an order 

)r useful to their country, and who have particularly snl- 

^lence ol ils rtgbli by the depreciation of cotrency ; as ako 

ridawi and orphans, many of whom have been distressed 

lay, and who arc particularly commilted by Heaven lo the 

ivil tnlen, I shall most readily concur with you in every 

ilion of the Lord's Day i; not only important lo inlcinal 
••ally conducive lo the oidci and bcncRl ol civil iociely. 
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Mippicision of jdlenen, dissipation, cxIinvag.incT, and all ihou vicn ihai 
aie peculinljr inimical lo (tee tepublics, and lor ibe encourage nwnc of those 
nppotile Tirtuct that ue pailicululjr fiienilly to wch a foim of govctn- 

In such meamro ai I have now itKnIionei), and lo every olhrr tending 
la promote Ihe public welfare, you may always depend on my cheerful 
concnircnce with you, and givinQ every despatch in my pnwer to the pidilir 
iHisineu. And I shall (lom lime lo time icasifnalily communicate lo ynu 
(uch informations and proposals of business as may be proper lo lay lie- 
May the new cnvcrnmeni diflusc a new aniinnlhin Ihrough the whiJe 
political boily ; the people cipcct much from it, perhaps more in si>mp 
pmnit than circumstances will allow il lo pcilurm; but, slamling as we ilo 
upon ihcii chincc nnd aHeclions, and slrcniiously cxerlii^; ourselves ns mc 
ought for thcii interest, they may find it happily ailvanccd. 

May Heaven awist us to set out well, to hiightcn the aucpices of our 
Constitulion, to render it still more beloved and admired by the citiicos ol 
this Commonwealth, and lo recommend il lo the whole world by a wise 
and iniparlia], a fiim and vigorous, admin Is Irat tan ol it. 

JOHN HANCOCK. 
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lefTori 111 s^ive ihe H.incock Mm 
roadside printed in reti ink an 
II was polled. 



n was in June, 
n a most con- 



UOSTONIANS. 

i THE Old Johs Hancock Mansion! 

|e is time vet, altkuuch the Work op 
Demolition has Commenced. 

■siiofi ot some perplexity to decide how far it is 
ment or for iiidlvidii-iU lo 



V 

sacrifice of public associations so dear and so noble as those 
that cluster around the Hancock House. \ 

These purchasers must at any rate be prepared to hear \ 
during the whole of their lives, and that of their remotest 
posterity, so long as any of them may, live in the elegant 
modern palaces which supplant the ancient structure, the 
frequent expression of public discontent 

Argument may show them blameless ; but sentiment will 
ever condemn the proceeding in which theirs will be, per- 
haps the most innocent, but nevertheless the most permanent 
part It is not often that an opportunity is given to men 
of wealth to earn a title to public gratitude, by an act of 
simple self-denial. Such an opportunity falls to the lot of 
the purchasers of this estate. Stay the destroying hand, and 
in less than one year the money can be raised by subscrip- 
tion, or an overwhelming vote be had from the city empower- 
ing the city fathers to purchase it 

There is patriotism and reverence for antiquity enough in 
Boston to save this house, only let it be waked up. 

Boston, June 6, 1863. 

(From copy in N. E. Historic Genealogical Society.) 



II 



I 






While the effort to save this house did not avail, and must 
be forever an occasion for regret, it is gratifying that the 
Hancock house at Lexington has been saved, although re- 
moved from its original site. 
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yiusiNEss Associates not Mentioned 

pLSEWIIEKK IN THIS VOLOUK 

IDlJ^sllEVL, IIWt«T. 
BlASSOM, jAUKl. 
BOWEKUAN, STKMtKf. 
BOVlSmS, TllOMA*. 

"•niiiicil noM.n mtTtluiit, Lon'^ 

BOVNTON. RICHAMJl 

Ili*nroitt>, J. 
Bkaufokd. Thomas. 
Bkagiios, Johii. 
Bhac.uoh, Samum- 

MKK, JOMS. 

Ciiiulj vil in ■^IkxiI Slim. 

nvN, AnijAll. 
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Condon, Samubu 

COWDRr* JOHX. 

Crafts, Thomas. 
Crafts, Wiluam. 

Cblooel of artillcrj. 

Cross, Theodore. 

Dailey, Thomas. 
Damond, Caftain George. 

Of PortsmooUk 

Davis, John. 

Da\is, Wiluam. 

Davy, Sou 

Dawrs, Major Thomas. 

Architect of BrattSe-sticct 

Dean, Melatiah. 
Decostrr, Simple. 

Dbnnib, W|LLIA!«. 
Dickrrson, Oba. 
Dickey, James. 
Doanr, Isaac. 
Doubar, Wiluam. 
Drew, Joseph. 
Durfbe, Thomas. 
Dunham, Shubeu 
Dutton, Ebenezsr. 
Eastman, Wiluam. 
Edes, Thomas. 

a baker. Thonuu IIutcMnsoo foand 
refill;* >> his hoase from the mobb 

Erving, John. 

One of the most cimfieal merchants of 
America ; srandfaihcr of Hon. Ro^ 
eft C Wtntkropb 

Ff^senden, Josiar. 
Fi^cG, Gershom, Jim. 
Fletcher, Samuel. 

FOLGER, TiMOTHT. 

French, Isaac 

Gardner, Jamesl 
Gardner, John. 
Gardner, Silvester, Dr. 
Gibrs, John. 

Master of ship Olive of Nantochet 

Gill, Samueu 

Of firmof EdetJtGOL 



Gooding, Samuel. ' 
Gorham, Sturgis. 

BoUi first house on south side of Peail 



Gray, Joim. 

Of ropewalk iamn. 

Gray, Lieut. 
Green, Francis. 

Of Harvard CoHefe, prominent Toiy. 

Green, Darius. 
Grrenouch, Newman. 
Greenough, Samueu 
Greenwood, Nathanibu 

Captain of mast sMp. 

G RIDLEY, Richard. 

Ensioccr at Bunker HUL 

Grow, Edward. 
Hall, James. 

Commander of ship Dartmouth. Ban- 
ished. 

IIallowbll, Benjamin. 

Commissioner of Cnstoms. Toiy. 
Left in 1776^ 

IIallowell, Robert. 

Commbsioner of Customs. Ordered 
Hancock's sloop IJbertv seixed. 
Banished. Returned, ana died in 
Maine, iSit. 

IIallowell, Robert. 

Son of Benjamin.' 

Hatch, W. 
Haven, Rhodes. 
Henderson, Henrt. 

Tax collector, 1770* 

Henshaw, Joshua. 

On committee to demand removal of 
troops. 

Hewbs, Samueu 

One of the «S Boston merchants of 
i;6ni BaniUhed. 

Hiciiborne, Thomas. 
HiGGiNS, Sylvester. 
IliLU Alexander. 

Ancestor of EdwaH Everett. 

HoDsoN, Thomas. 

Owned land on Beacon Hil!.'^' 

Holland, John. 
Homer, Wiluam. 
Hood, Joseph. 
Howard, Samueu 

Was a captain ; his apprentice was John 
Clark, wounded at the massacre. 
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'p IJbrrIT, NulwkM. 



» ol Uniicd Sum 



MlNOT, r.Eom-.B. 

Mitchell, Rebekah. 

MCOKK, lIUCtL 
Bunt Dill !■ iTte. 

Moore, JnsF.rH. 

MOdK. WlLUAM. 

Xelso:<, Robebt, 
Neu-ei.i, Johs. 
Now ELI, Joseph. 

XOVVELL, SAUUEU 

Tauiiock, Anixo. 

Sd •»■ Ihc l-iddDcV nnv Ceartk 
baiUcr. VwImuToit. 



PaLFRCV, WlLUAK. 

r»]>trt]r [rnliKllid sad uU >B ijila. 
rACKEB, DAMH- 
PEKKtSS, PAMEI. 
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Rawson. Pauu 
Reed, Wiluam. 
RiClURDSON, Joiut. 
Robinson, John. 

A Commiuioncr of Customi, wIm aft\ 
Multed JaiiMt Otis, Stf]iC. «, li^ 
and caused a fatal iniuiy to im bnl- 
Kant young lawyer. 

Robins, James. 

Ross, \YlLUAM. 

Russell, Barnabas. 
Russell, Joseph. 

a dli«clor ia Old U. S. Poiik. 

Rush, Enoch. 

S.\LTER, Sampson. 
Salter, Thomas. 
Sayward, Jonathan. 

a btt»iocs»-niaa of i;6ob 

Sears, David. 

Sun of Daniel, opulent merchant la 
Iktsloo; ntarried Ann, daughter of 
John Winilinifk. F^. They iRcrt 
parents c«f lion. David Sears. 

Sellon, John. 
Sellon, Samuei. 
Sewrll, Joseph. 

Pastor of Old South Church, died 
June 17, i-;^ 

Sharps, Gibbins. 
Shed, Joseph. 
Sherman, Abraham. 
Simpson, John. 
Shirley, John. 
Shirley, Mkiiitablb. 
Sk ELTON, Simeon. 
Skilun, John. 
Smith, Eupiialet. 
Smith, Henry. 
Sneujngs, Jonathan. 
Snow, Joseph, Jun. 
Spear, Joseph. 
Sprigs, Georc.b. 
Stun bridge, Henry. 
Sturcis, Thomas. 
Sturgis, Samueu 
Swain, Stephen. 



Symmes, Anprrw, 30. 

In fMtrioC service, 177^ 

Symmes, Thomas, 

Thayer, Ebenezer, Jun. 
Thornton, Timothy. 
TiLESTON, Rebecca. 

^f oilier of ** Master Johniqr ** (AwZ/rX 
TiLESTON, OnESIMUS (?). 

TiLESTON, Thomas. . 

Admiral, •77i. 

Tinker, Silvanus. 

TOWNSEND, .\NDREW. 

Turner, Mary. 

Wile of Thomae. 

Turner, Thomas. 
Tyler, Edward. 

Sooof Mosce. 

Tyler, Moses. 
Vinson, Jonathan. 

Waterhousk, Samuel. 
Walley, Thomas. * 

Active in noo-imporlatloa, 176^ 

Walker, Thomas. 

A founder of Hollis>strect Church. 

Walker, John. 

A founder of llollis-slrcct Church. 

Waterman, Thomas. 

A founder of the Royal Arch Chanter, 
F.A.M. 

Wells, Susanna. 
Wendell, Jacob. 

Pmminent man of Hostoo ; Colonel of 
Ikwtoo Rcipmcat, 174s* 




Wendell, OuvBR, 1973. 

Graadfaiher of O. W. Holmet. 



Weston, Eupiiac 
Wheatlsy, Natiianibu 
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WlMHLK, \V. 

. WiNTllKor, Am>KKW. 
WlNSl.OW. ISA-W, Jvsc 
WlXSiUW, JfWIltA. 
\VlSSO«, JOS*T«A>t. 



BrsINFJ^ VlKMS. 
. Davis. Scott X C.iu. 

Siiv. 1It'ss« S Oot 
ll(k>Ai:n. NMi«(krt. 

STCrilEIt & EZEKIRL IIau. 
In. i;7'- TiiPSi** n. & JosEni Dakis. 

Tiisc & Ox TlifMAS. Makrablb. & Host. 

|t & Ca. \VM. X MlCIIAEl. IIOMB*. 

WiiirrLt i WiiEATo:*. 
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n David. 78. 




n..S 48. 


B(Wrti.lf, MaiofC-neral. I6.a8. 


3.18. 


a-iMlrtc, Mr.,l3; Mr*., 18, 




IScav.-i, iKi-ihip, 178. 


n. '79- 
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167 ; popolalion, 109 ; tioopi 
in, 159, 161, 1651 troopt out, 
1671 105 i town-mccling, 151 ; 

Bowes, William, 13, 48, 116, 119, 

131, 235 I Rev. Nicbolan, 13 ; 

Nicbolas.lsS; Lucjr Hancock, 13. 
Bown, Mr., 131, 170; LydU, 174; 

(ricnd, 134. 
Braintiee, 147. 
Brest, 46, 79. 
Bridge, Rev. Mr., 119. 
Brit^ewMer, 148. 
Diallle-slTCFl Church, 173, 177, 

224, 247 i family, 19. 
Brimmcf, Susannah, 107. 
Bieck, Witiiam, 137. 
Bristol, 112. 

Biooklnnli, shoemaker, 59. 
Blown, Samuel and Ebcncici, 107; 

brothers, 353. 
Btom6e1d, Cokincl Henrj, 110, 

111,330- 
Bmce, Captain James, 17S. 
Bulkley, Captain Peter, 33. 
Bunkei, Heiekiah, io3 ; raul, 68, 

ic». 
Bunker Hill, 53, £3 ; Utile of, 

309. 
Burdened hf taxes, 90. 
Buri, Aaron, 304 ; Eunice, 340 ; 

Thaddeus, 103, 304, 340. 
Burlington, 194. 
Butlers, William, 135. 
Burnell & B.vkcr, 48. 
Buinell, Jona, 68 ; Mary, 33. 
Buxton & Symntes, 46, 47 ; and 

Enderby, 64, 67. 

Cahill, Mr., 35. 

Calef, ship, 66. 

CambridEe, 167, 187, 189, 305. 

Campbell, Captain, 37. 



Castle William, 160. 

Carlclon, Geitcral, 314. 

Cuneau, Captain, 307, 308 ; Isaac, 

144. "45 i P»'». 167- 
Champion & Haley, 46, 47, 4S, 64. 
Chatham, Lord, 309. 
Chigneclo, 9, 1$, 17,39, 113. 
Choale, Rulus, i. 
Oark, Benjamin, 4S ; Chilsloiiher, 

4S; Jonas, 107; Richard 11a 
ainton, George, 300. 
Codfish, 315, 341. 
Cuflin, Captain, 117 ■, Nathaniel, 

33; Heiekiah, 178; Mi., 39; 

ShubacI, 135; ship, 137. 
Collier, Mr^, 32J. 
Cummissioneri ol customs, 154. 
Concordr 187, 193, 196. 
Congress, Continental, 171, 19S, 

300, 313, 3IS, 331, 325, 247 i 
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